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PBEFACE. 



The following " Papers relative to the establish- 
ment of RepresentatlTe Inatitutioiis at the Cape of 
Good Hope,'* exhibit the wishes and opinions of the 
inhabitants of that settlement in their own words, on 
a subject which has been the theme of animated dis- 
cussion among them for many years, and on the 
proper disposal of which by her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, they believe their existence as a civilized and 
Christian community, in contact and interlaced with 
the barbarous heathen nations of Southern Africa, 
wholly depends. Sensyile of the many and great 
advantages which the Cape of Good Hope and the 
mother country will mutually derive from their per- 
manent connection, in the course of the grand destinies 
opening up to the British people in the southern 
hemisphere, they are eagerly desirous of entering on 
that career of self-government and self-reliance, which 
will render them worthy members of an empire that 
has risen to moral and political pre-eminence by the 
same spirit. But up to this moment, under a despotic 
form of local government, and a system of manage- 
ment in which they had no share, the older classes 
of inhabitants taken over with the coxmtry from the 
King of Holland, have been made to feel like aliens, 
and the more recent settlers of British birth or origin 
a 2 
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to feeUike outcasts. Apart from eacli other, and dis- 
spirited by the practical contempt of theii- rulers, they 
could not act in that harmonious combination with 
which a free people instinctively follow, and controul 
the tendencies of their position. Individually equal 
to any other people, as a community they were feeble, 
slow, and backward. Their country languished thougfh 
favoured by nature beyond almost any other reg;i6n 
of the globe, and held by the sons of the most indus- 
trious and energetic nations of Europe. In the designs 
and works of peace, after a settlement of nearly two 
centuries, little was seen in the open interior beyond 
isolated eiforts to subdue the wilderness, with the 
rudeness of infant art in the villages and towns ; and 
when drawn into hostile collision with their unciviUzed 
neighbours, they frequently saw their frontier swept 
almost with impunity for months by the most contemp- 
tible foes. 

The cause of this national infirmity is no where to 
be found but in their pohtical institutions. Every 
thing else in their condition and circumstances was 
fevourable to vigorous growth ; and had the mental 
energy and capacity for continuous exertion which 
distinguish the people whose blood is in their veins, 
found suitable employment in the noble, generous, ele- 
vating duties of freedom, instead of being elulled and 
almost extinguished by a sense of defeat and subjuga- 
tion, and exposure to the capricious will of a distant, 
unknown, or delegated master, the inhabitants of the 
Cape would by this time have taken away the reproach, 
from Africa of being for ever hostile to the higher 
forms of civilization, and presented to the world 
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another and not the least worthy of the many flourish- 
ing; o%hoot3 Irom the British stock. Even the mere 
hope and famt expectation that the management of 
the internal affairs of the Colony was about to be 
committed to the inhabitants, has for some years back 
had a sensible effect on their character as a people ; 
and thougfh far different from what it would have, 
been had freedom cherished and regulated its action 
from the beginning, the Cape from 1830 to 1849 
made as great progress as perhaps any other country 
ever did in the same space of time. The moral con- 
dition of the people, and the phj^sical aspect of the 
country, were improving visibly every year, and at 
the last mentioned period everything was full of 
promise. Many calamities had been sustained by the 
inhabitMits, many notorious evils existed, and many 
formidable dangers threatened the settlement, but the 
faith that redress and remedy would soon be in their 
own hands, according to the avowed intentions and 
implied promises of the British Government, disposed 
them to endure all with patience, and encouraged them 
to make the best of present circumstances in the mean 
time. 

- Repeated petitions had of late been addressed to 
Parliament and the Throne, praying for the speedy 
introduction of representative institutions. Those 
petitions appeared to have been well received, and 
were favourably noticed in both Houses with the 
apparent concurrence of all parties. PreUminary 
inquiries were instituted under directions from Lord 
■Stanley, then Secretary for the Colonies, in 1846, and 
■in 1848 very able reports on the subject were forwarded 
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to DoWmng Street, drawn up by the principal officers 
of the Local GoTemment. It was then understood 
that all was on the eve of accomplishment, and though 
the existing- local legislature had fallen into contempt, 
and its immediate aboHtion as a sham and deception 
loudly demanded, even should there be nothing ready 
to take its place, faith in the sincerity and Uberal views 
of the present ministers remained unshaken, and the 
people waited with loyal and patriotic feelings for the 
promised boon. 

But in 1849 and 1850 evente occurred which 
changed the whole aspect of affairs. On several 
occasions the Local Government had been informed 
by the Colonial Minister that labour would be supplied 
to the Colony by the transmission of convicted felons 
from Great Britain and Ireland, " if the Colonists 
meked it" and on every occasion the Colonists had not 
only declined to accept the offer, but unanimously 
protested against their country being made a receptacle 
for criminals in any form or modification that could 
he 8ugg;ested. Juvenile delinquents had been proposed 
and rejected. The intention of Government to send 
to the Cape as a place of punishment certain political 
offenders firom Ireland, was also firmly opposed as afford- 
ing an opening for the introduction of every other sort 
of offenders ; and when it was finally suggested that 
convicts might be employed under strict restraint in 
construoting a breakwater in Table Bay, tiiis was only 
listened to for a moment under the express condition 
that every one of them should be removed firom the 
Cape previous to the expiration of their term of punish- 
ment, so that not one should ever mingle with the 
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population, or be pennitted to redaain in the Colony. 
This opposition, in which all ranl^ and classes con- 
cuired, arose from no indifference to the perplexity 
felt in the mother country in disposing- of her criminals, 
nor from any harsh feelings towards the unhappy 
victims of crime. It was fomided on a knowledge of 
the very peculiar character of the various races which 
conqMJse the labouring clasaeB of the Colony, among 
whom such a leaven must have produced the most 
terrible consequences; of the half reclaimed natives 
within the Colony, and the barbarous and savage 
tribes on its borders, with whom daring and restless 
offenders would inevitably have formed connexions; 
and of tiie famlities for vicious indulgence, to which 
^e cheapness of spirituous liquors and other circum- 
stances hold out irresistible temptations to men of 
ruined character and sensual habits. In short, the 
Colonists saw that there was no proportion between 
ti^e' evils which such a measure would inflict on them 
aiid the relief it would afford to the mother country ; 
whilst to the convicts themselves, to whose fiiture wel- 
fare every system of punishment in this country has 
professedly some regard, the Cape would prove the most 
dangerous, the moat degrading, the most fatal of any 
region within tfae British dominions. A degraded 
class of white men compelled to associate with the 
most degraded of the black population must have 
speedily sunk into the lowest depths of moral turpitude 
and physical debasement. Profoundly impressed with 
these truths, all classes, including the Governor, all 
the members of the GoTeminent, and aU the clergy, 
joined in solemn protests against the Cape being 
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Tirtually converted into a penal settlement. And such 
had been their reply to the Colonial Minister's last 
proposal, which he had softened with certain allusions 
to agrarian offences committed under the pressure of 
destitution in Ireland, and guarded with expressions 
implying" that the adoption of the measure would 
depend npon the wishes of ike Colonists to accept it ; 
■when it was discovered from other sources that a cargo 
of convicts had actually been ordered to the Gape from 
Bermuda, and that mihtary convicts were about to be 
sent also from Mauritius, India, Hong" Kong, and 
Ceylon, and this startling intelligence was soon con- 
firmed by an oflScial despatch covering an Order in 
Council, in which the Cape was classed with Norfolk 
Island as a place to which convicted felons might be 
sent under sentence of transportation. The Governor 
was at the sam£ thne instructed to procure the passing 
of ordinances by the Local Legislative Council, which 
was a mere formal and passive instrument of Govern- 
ment, for the due administration of this new convict 
system in tlie Colony, as the convicts were to he dispersed 
in a state of comparative freedom over all the country. 
This open defiance of pubhc opinion at once roused 
the whole commimity to a sense of their pohtical de- 
gradation, and convinced them that in none of their 
institutions did there exist any the slightest barrier 
against the most destructive iiu^ads of despotic autho- 
rity. It was not oiJy an act of oppression of the 
most deadly tendencies, hut a palpable violation of a 
promise on the part of Her Majestj^s Government. 
Confidence vanished ; their petitions and remonstrances 
had been despised ; the Minister had broken his word ; 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



"the convicts were at sea, and might be within a few 
weeks or even days of their shores j and although the 
Governor openly condemned and lamented this act of 
his Buperiors, he solemnly vowed that he would cany 
it into effect, and land and disperse the convicts at all 
hazards. 

A widely dispersed community wholly inexperienced 
in pohtical action, was thus left to its own resource^ 
in circumstances that admitted of no delay. Happily 
the Press was free, and the right of holding public 
meetings unrestricted. By the first the whole triith 
was quickly and clearly made known to the whole 
community} and by the other the means of defence 
were simultaneously discussed, and unanimously 
adopted from one end of the Colony to the other. The 
plan was simple. A similar measure had been proposed 
in 1842, and the Colonists had then in reply in a me- 
morial to the Throne, solemnly " pledged themselves not 
to employ or receive into their establishments on any 
terms, convicted criminals of any description under 
sentence of transportation." They now renewed tMa 
pledge to one another, with the addition that they 
would " discountenance and drop connection with any 
person who might assist in landing, supporting, or em,' 
ploying such convicted felons." This last condition 
was essential, as it would have been in the power of 
any one individual by applying for successive parties 
of convicts from the transport ship, to enable the 
Governor to fulfil his instructions to land and disperse 
them all. And though the Members of the Ijegis- 
lative Council were individually as hostile to this fatal 
measure as any in the whole Colony, yet as the stand- 
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mff wu^arHf of iJum wffv t^ieert of Oovemment and 
hound to vote for every measure proposed Sy the 
Governor, and as Earl Qrey had directed that ordi- 
nances should' be passed by this body for working out 
his scheme, and thus give a hcgl legislative sanction to 
the whole, it was further resolved, that any person 
retuning- or accepting a Beat in that Council, would fall 
nnder the operation of the " Pledge." And upon this 
eo many of the Members resigned as to suspend its 
at^on for the time. 

The Pledge was to he carried out hy each man for 
himself. The word at the closing of the public meet- 
ings was " Let every one go home and ket^ the Pledge." 
Notdung more was necessary^ and most iaithiully, 
amidst many dangers and much sufferings did the 
whole body of as mixed and heterogeneous a popula- 
tion as ever existed, maintain this impenetrable barrier 
until the Order in Council was revoked, the convict ship 
which had ridden in their bay for many months had 
disappeared, vaiA. the right of the inhabitants to be con- 
sulted on their own aflairs, practically vindicated. 

And here it may be stated that an imposition has 
been practised on the Parliament and people of Eng- 
land with respect to the character of the convicts sent 
from Bermuda to the Cape of Good Hope. It was 
insinuated often, and sometimes said distinctly in high 
quarters, that they were political offenders, or persons 
driven to a sort of political criminahty in Ireland by 
the pressure of want and the instigation of agitators. 
This is untrue. They were aU common malefactors 
from every part of the United Kingdom, with the 
single exception of John Mitchell, who was very 
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properly kqrt; apart irom the rest in a place by him^ 
self. It will scarcely be said, either, that the miUtary 
-couvicts destined for the Cape from Mauritius; Hon^ 
Kong^, India, and Ceylon were merely political of- 
fenders. If the Coloi^ Minister ventures to deny 
this he is challenged to produce a copy of the " lAt^' 
of the conTicts whom tiie Governor of Bermuda sent 
on board the Neptune to the Governor of the Cape. 
Ko names need be given. The places where tkoee met^ 
mere tried, the crimes of which they were convicted, and 
the term of years for which they were condemned to 
transportation will either justify him in making the 
statement, or justify those who have given and now re~ 
peat a flat contradiction to it. But this by the way. 
The revocation of the Order in Council and tiie removal 
of the convict ship restored order, but the whole trana- 
action left behind it a sense of insecurity which could 
no longer be endured. The Minister who could act in 
such a case so inconEoderately, might at any time act as 
strangely in cases that would admit of no remedy. The 
whole Colony, therefore, as if moved by a common 
spirit, had resolved to demand an immediate change in 
the local government in langu^;% that could not be 
misunderstood, when it was suddenly announced that 
representative institutions of the most Hberal character 
had been conceded and were actually on their way. 
The pnbhcation of the Beport of the Committee of 
Privy Council soon satisfied the hopes thus excited, 
and the conduct of the Governor, who, waiving the 
privilege of nomination, invited the only representative 
bodies or boards in the Colony — Municipal Boards in 
towns and Eoad Boards in the country — to recommend 
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individuals whom they woald wish to see appointed 
members of the existing Lesgislative CJouncil, to which 
the important duty of fiUing up the subordinate ar- 
rangements of the new Constitution preparatory to its 
being confirmed by Her Majesty were to be committed, 
was equally applauded. The conduct of those Boards 
was equally judicious. Instead of directly nominating 
the new members they requested their own constituents, 
that is all the road rate and municipal rate-payers in 
the Colony — the future constituents of the promised 
Legislature — to send in to them lists of names, and 
they transmitted those names to the Governor to which 
the greatest number of votes was attached. Five seats 
in the Council were vacant, and four of them were thus 
filled up by a very popular form of election. The rule 
was departed from with regard to the fifth; the 
Governor selecting the individual who was the 
eleventh instead of the fifth on the list. 

The " elections" as they were called, being closed, 
all remained quiet for some weeks, imtil the arrival of 
the Letters Patent granting the new Eepresentative 
Institutions. With slight exceptions their provisions 
were universally approved of; and though they pro- 
vided that the existing Council, besides its peculiar 
■duty of completing the Constitution, might also proceed 
to acts of ordinary legislation, this was left to the dis- 
cretion of the Governor, who, having so often and so 
warmly expressed his wish that free institutions might 
be speedily introduced — that " the people might be 
governed through the people' — could scarcely be sus- 
pected of a design, by taking advantage of this clause, 
to revive the action of the Council which the public 
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Yoice had so uneqiuTocally condemned^ or by meane of 
mere prerogative to anticipate the Free Parliament 
which^ if due diligence were made, might be assembled 
within six or eight months, in its proper and most im- 
portant functions as guardian of the public purse. 

But, as the following papers will shew, the Cape 
people were doomed to be once more disappointed. On 
the day on which the new Council assembled the 
Governor announced that a number of Bills, including 
the Estimates for two years, would be laid before them, 
rour of the elected menjbera at once resolved to oppose 
the introduction of any measure not connected with 
the Constitution, but until these Bills should be formally 
laid before them they could make no objection, and in 
the mean time they urged forward as much as was in 
their power the peculiar work for which the Council had 
been reconstructed, hoping to see it accomplished be- 
fwe the anticipated movements of Government should 
force them into opposition and possibly into retirement. 
Differing on some main points from the Government, 
they saw a draft approaching completion which con- 
tained the true principles at least of freedom, when 
suddenly a lut of «o Uss than fourteem, BilU^ uncon- 
nected with the Constitution was laid open, and after 
a long discussion it was determined by the official 
majority of the Council and the two nominees, that such 
bills might be proceeded with. On many grounds the 
four popularly elected members had come to the con- 
clusion that if the Council was suffered to resume its 
ordinary business, the "Constitution" would be in- 
definitely postponed and come out at last in a state far 
from satisfactory, everything that had yet been done 
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beings merely in the fonn of Beeolutions in Committee, 
which had again to be submitted to the full Council in 
vhich the Government had a fixed majority, every one 
of whom were hostile to eome of the chief articleB of the 
Letters Patent themselves, and all decidedly averse tw 
the amount of popular infinence which those articles 
admitted into the legislature. They had also clearlj 
ascertained that the vast majority of the Colonifits by 
whom they had been nominated or elected had not and 
would not Imowingly have delegated them for such 
purposes, their determination being to prevent by every 
possible means the resumption of legislation by a body 
80 notoriously directed and controlled by a single will. 
They tberefore at once resigned their commissions 
and retired. On the acceptance of their resignations 
the Council became once more incomplete, the remain- 
ing members not composing a quorum, and local 
legislation iix>m that moment <»afied. 

That the four seceding members had correctly in- 
terpreted the nature of their mission was speedily 
proved by the resolutions immediately passed by public 
bodies or boards, and by numerous public meetings of 
rate-payers held throughout the Colony, whom they 
regarded as their constituents, copies of which chiefly 
occupy the following pages, from which it will appear 
that the Colonists were utterly averse to the resumption 
of ordinary legislation by the local Council as at 
present constituted, and that they heartily approved 
of the course adopted by the four membere, which it 
was hoped would convince Her Majesty's Government 
that such resumption was neither possible nor ex- 
pedient, and that the peace and safety of the Colony 
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(iouM only be maintamed by the immediate establiab- 
ment of Repreeentafive Institutionfl; that is, of a local 
Parliament freely elected by the people, to whom the 
internal affairs of the Colony should be at once handed 
over as they stood, instead of being anticipated by a series 
of laeasures passed by a body which had avowedly ceased 
to command the slightest portion of public respect. 

But iiorther end ahore all, a suspicion had taken 
fixll possession of the public mind that the singularly 
liberal provimons of the promised constdtution had been 
granted under the pressure of recent occorrences, con- 
trary in many mc»t important and vital particulars to 
the views and opinions of all the members of the Local 
Government who formed the majority of the Council, 
and of the Right Honourable the Secretary for the 
Colonies himself, and, consequently, that if the action 
of the Local Legislature could be revived and carried 
on upon this old footing, pretexts would be found for 
postponii^ its introduction to some distant day, and 
finally for so modifying the obnoxious freedom of its 
fundamental principles by subordinate arrangements 
of an opposite character, as totally to nullify the boon. 
They had just seen an exemplification of this policy in 
the whole of Earl Crey^s proceedings with respect to 
the introduction of convicts. While professing to con- 
sult dieir "wishes" he had been acting in direct 
opposition to their most solemn and ui^ent remon- 
strances and protests, and had ag^iravated the injury- 
he had resolved to infiict, by tiie insulting expression 
of a hope that when they became better acquainted 
with the convicts they would regard the measure as a 
beneficial one ! They had been compelled to place in 
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hifl way a physical impossibility, and to that alone he 
had yielded. They felt that they were again about 
to be placed in similar circumatances, and they resolved 
to anticipate the danger by rendering Local Legisla- 
tion impossible, until it was fairly committed to their, 
true representatives in a Free Parliament. They, 
therefore, expressed their full approbation of the resig- 
nation of the four members, hy which the Council was 
virtually abolished. They invited them to draw up 
the outlines of a Constitution based on and including 
the chief provisions of the Letters Patent of May, 
18dO. Of that outhne, when published in the form of 
sixteen articles, a vast majority expressed their appro- 
bation, and they once more addressed petitions to Her 
Majesty and both Houses of Parhament, earnestly 
praying that a Constitution consistent with the mate- 
rial points of those articles might be granted mtfumt 
4elay, as they foresaw that " there was danger in 
delay." And to prevent, as far as they had th& 
power, the occurrence of this dangerous delay, they 
deputed two of the four seceding Members of 
Council to carry their petitions to England, and to 
take such steps as events might suggest on the spot 
for impressing on all parties the necessity of a speedy 
settlement. Delays, however, have been too success- 
fully interposed, and the subsequent misfortunes of the 
Colony, and its present perilous condition, have too 
painfully demonstrated that the danger foretold was 
not imaginary. 

And as this majority has been treated with affected 
contempt by Lord Grey and Sir H. Smith with their 
subordinates in despatches and speeches intended to, 
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IHTJudiee the public mind, it is but just that ita char- 
acter and composition be scrutinized. Does it consist 
of petty little factions, or fractions of obscure cliques in 
different parts of the Colony, and discontented agitators 
on the one hand, or eubserrient parasites and place- 
hunters on the other ? No I That majority can be 
^ewn to constitute the moat substantial part in 
property and position, as well as in OTerwhelming 
numbers, of the entire population of the Colony. By 
i&r the gfreatest number of Municipalities and Road 
Bou<ds, in short the great body of the peojde, even 
in districts where the Municipalities and Road Boards 
were dissentient or silent, the inhabitants of the 
difltricta of Wynbei^ and Koeberg (two of the most 
important communities in South Africa)— the vestry 
of the Lutheran congregation, ministers of the Gospd 
and instructors of youth,— men against whose high 
moral and religiotis characters, and truly loyal spirit, 
all the ingenuity of mfdice and virulence of party 
intrigue conspire in vain. All such are -to be found 
among the supporters of the cause of free and just 
government, and of the men who have thrown them- 
sdvea into the breach against the assaults of despotism 
and tyranny. The docmoents hereunto annexed prove 
this fact beyond the possibility of refutation, and the 
Secretary of State and Governor may safely be ch^- 
knged to produce any party, however deserving of 
their favour for "loyalty to tkemselvea" that can be 
eompared to this majority either in number, respecta- 
tnlity, (H* importance; though it has never been 
ittempted to be denied that there are among those 
who have not cdncided wkh the '. majority in aH 
b 
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respects, includmg officials^ men of high character^ 
ability, and moral worth. Still it remains an over- 
whelming" fact, that there is not one comiderahle party 
to be Jbund among all the opponents of the majority 
who are agreed among themselves except on the very 
point on which they agree with the inajority-—yvL., all 
ag^ee that the Constitution must be g^antfid, that it 
must be brought into operation without delay — that 
delay is dangerous ; most of them, particularly the 
Grovernor and his adherents, insist that it should be 
granted by an instrument to be issued in England, 
and that the Local Legislature cannot safely be 
revived, but on every other point the various fractional 
eections of the opponents of the majority are divided 
among themselves, whilst the great body of the people, 
the great majority alone, have agreed to, and stand 
by the sixteen articles. They are the inhabitants of 
districts and towns in which the estimated value 
of landed property amounts to £4,391,215 out of 
£6,698,680, at which the whole of such property in the 
Colony has been appraised, Uius leaving £l,302,46d 
for the districts which have dissented, together with 
those which have not signified their views, or are 
divided on pointe of detail or subordinate arranger 
ments, but the rural population whereof were known 
to be generally favourable to the popular side. The 
district of Albany alone has entirely and unmistake- 
ably dissented ; — its appraised landed property amounts 
to £560,673. Port Elizabeth— without having de- 
dared itself may be considered as siding with Albany 
— its landed property was valued at £113,672. So 
that £673,682 is to be placed against the above 
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£4,391^15. Then on which side is the majority ? 
And such is the majority which Ijord Grey and his 
employ ^aSect to teeBt en ba^ateUe! But to proceed; — 
While the four retired Memhers and the Colonists at 
large were thus employed, the remaining; Members of 
Council were formed into a " Commission" hy the 
Governor for the same piu^wse of drawing up a Con- 
stitution, which they accordingly did, differing in some 
particulars iirom that sketched by the four Members, but 
not so materially as to prevent Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment from framing on the basis of the two a scheme of 
a Representative Ziegislature, which would have been 
generally acceptable and readily acquiesced in by the 
whole community. For this all parties were now most 
anxious, and the Governor and !E}xecutive Council 
earnestly pressed its necessity on the consideration of 
Earl Grey, — the Governor himself, in a despatch 
dated from King William's Town, Kafiraria, February 
19, 1861, earnestly deprecating any fiu-ther reference 
on the subject to the Cape, where it had been so amply 
discussed, and pubHc opinion so clearly ascertained. 
And the two delegates from the Cape, as profoundly 
impressed mth the danger of delay, fdt justified in 
stating to Lord John Bussell, in letters addressed to 
that nobleman in May and June last, that if this 
point were conceded, the other points of difference 
between the provisions of the Letters Patent and the 
eisteen articles might be easily postponed for adjust- 
ment by the Parliament, and that though they still 
entertained objections to several articles of a " Draft 
Order in Council," drawn up by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral, Mr. Porter, and sent from the Cape by the 
b 2 
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Governor, yet without compromieing their opinions on 
those points, they would forbear to press them iurther 
than by submitting; them to his Lordship's considera- 
tion, being wilhng to sacrifice all minor points for the 
sake of one great object, immediate relief to the 
Colony, from its present critical position, provided the 
Constitution were eorifirmsd with the advice and 
consent of Parliament — which was alone competent 
thus to settle the questiorf by its supreme authority. 
Unhappily a different course has been adopted. 
Pretexts as foreseen, have been found for delay ; and 
those very dangers which that delay has partly caused 
and unmeasureably aggravated, are, up to this moment, 
employed as grounds for still further delay, the end of 
which no one now pretends to foresee. And in the 
meantime something more irritating and more danger- 
ous than mere delay has been added to swell this 
storm of discontent and suffering. While expecting 
from the liberality of the British Government, accord- 
ing to a promise beyond their former hopes, one of the 
most popular forms of Representative Institutions 
ever conceded to a Colony, the inhabitants have just 
learned with astonishment and indignation, not only 
that the old condemned and dismembered Council is to 
be revived at some distant period previous to the fulfil- 
ment of that promise, but that their affairs are to be 
committed in the meantime, which may be any 
length of time, to a new Council, consisting" of eight 
persons only — the Governor, and five officers of 
Government, with two unofficial nominees, whose pre- 
sence however is not required^ and avowedly not 
expected— four being a quorum, and all the offi<ad 
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members being' bound to vote in tavofir of ev^ry 
measure proposed by the Governor I 

On these unaccountable proceedings every successive 
mail from the Cape iumishes a heart-rending- commen- 
tary. Discontent, despair, and open revolt within, and 
without, a combination of hostile tribes, numerous^ 
fierce, and exasperated to the highest pitch of invete- 
racy, threaten to extinguish every trace of civilization 
m the interior, if not to subvert British authority alto^- 
gether in Southern Africa. 

, The papers contained in this volume sufficiently 
prove that nothing was left untried by the Colonists, 
to prevent those dangers, or to be prepared to meet 
them with promptitude and effect, by a cordial union 
MBougst themselves, and a consequent hearty and 
zealous co-operation with the Executive Government, 
which the iiilHlment of ministerial pledges would in an 
instant have produced. With a Government deserving 
confidence, united and combined as free men only can 
unite and combine, they are ready and able to defend 
their country, and to enable the British Government 
to command respect wherever the British name is 
known in the interior of that portion of the African 
continent. Deceived, insulted, apparently betrayed, 
their fairest prospects blasted, their finest provinces 
laid waste, would it seem wonderful, should they have 
begun to look to other lands, and to speak of escaping 
into the savage interior, because it is beyond British 
jurisdiction ! 

But it is never lawful to despair of one's country. 
A restorative if not redress may yet be found, should 
Parhament in its next Session awake to what is due 
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to its dignity and its duty. They hare to choose 
between the Colonial Office and the Colonial Empire — 
at least in Africa. They have abundant materials in 
this volume^ and in the Farliamentaiy papers printed 
during the two last Sessions, on which to come to a 
sound conclusion, both with respect to the causes and 
the only remedies for the present rain of the Cape. 
The country expecta this with natural impatience, for 
the finances as well as the honour of England, and 
the claims of suffering humanity, will by that time 
utter a voice too loud and peremptory to be drowned 
by the petty quibbles of official sophistry, or to be 
quieted by such official misrepresentations as disfigiu*e 
too many pages of the Parliamentary Papers recently 
printed in connection with this subject. Happily the 
Minister cannot neglect his duty, or directly oppress 
the Cape people, or permit a false and foohsh policy to 
exasperate and force into exterminating warfere the 
native tribes in their neighboiu-hood, without money, 
and happily that money must be drawn irom the 
pockete of those whose indiiference alone allows him 
thus to torture their dependencies. Kaffir wars utterly 
useless and ever ending as it now appeara in leaving' 
things in a worse condition than before, have within the 
last fifteen years cost the people of England three times^ 
as much as the new Houses of Parliament. It will 
be found that the expenses of the present Kaffir war 
alone would have built St. Paul's. Nor is the Kaffir 
war the only one now on our hands. Two other 
tribes equally formidable, are already in the field, and 
unless a check is interposed in time, and British 
ascendancy in some degree recovered by wisdom and 
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justice rather than by force, many others, not less to 
be dreaded, will soon swell the southward-bearing tide 
of savag-e invasion. Is Great Britain to shrink and 
retire before such foes ? Are British finances to be 
drained in slaughtering them ? Is that which con- 
ciliation and justice would make an ornament and 
som-ce of power to the empire, to hang for ever upon 
it an opprobrious burden I 

But what is the remedy ? Let every Englishman 
ask himself how his country became strong and secure 
against all assault. Or if he has forgotten that this 
noble country was once the prey of foreign invaders, 
or marauders, the north from the south, and the south 
from the north, let him look across the Atlantic, and 
observe how between thirty and forty feeble settlements 
have sprung up into sovereign states, almost within 
the memory of man, and ask the secret of this sublime 
development of power. Here and in America, native 
minds swayed native councils, local policy was directed 
by local knowledge. Immediate, palpable duty, ever 
watchful self-interest, and the necessity of self-defence 
made every man a practical patriot, and every patriot 
a hero. The people were free, and freedom warms into 
activity all the faculties of the soul. Freedom never 
slumbers, never halts on the march of improvement. 
The riches of nature are wasted on the slave ; he feeds 
on them as a beast, and remains the companion of 
beasts. The free man converts the very sterilities of 
nature into elements of power, claims the wilderness 
as his inheritance, and fills the sohtary place with the 
gladness of security, abundance and refinement. The 
only bulwark of civilization against barbarism is 
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liberty. Have faith in t^ g^eat Bpirit of freedom, 
and infuae it without delay into the South African sec- 
tion of your empire. It will speedily disperse the clouds 
now lowering^ on your reputation there, and in due time 
reheve you from all fear, all trouble, and all expense 
in vindicating- the superiority of civilized to savage, 
of Christian to heathen man. But begin while it is 
called " to-day," for otherwise be assured a night of 
dwolation is coming, in which even British power 
would work in vain. 

Lond<m, October 1, 1851. 
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PAPERS 

RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 



REPRESENTATIVE LEGISLATUl 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



I. 

ExTBACT from Observations on the proposed Establish- 
ment of a Kepresentative form of Government in 
this Colony {Cape of Good Hope) by the Honour- 
able Mr. Justice Menzies, one of the Judges of 
the Supreme Court. 21st March, 1848;— 
" It is admitted on all hands that the present Legis- 
lative Council has neither worked well nor produced 
any benefits or advantages which could make its 
abohtion a matter of regret. 

Even when its functions were best administered, 
almost the only advantage derived from it was, that as 
it had some imofficial Members in it, and sat with open 
doors, the measures introduced by Government were 
explained and discussed publicly ; while it was at all 
times obnoxious to the objection that in consequence of 
9 majority of its members being official, and every 
Official Member being obliged to vote with the Govern- 
ment, its existence enabled those for the time adminis-. 
tering the powers of the Executive Government to free 
themselves, if not in the opinion of her Majesty's^ 
advisers, at least in the eyes of the Sritish Parliament- 
and nation, from the responsibility for measures whicb- 
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they could represent aa having been passed by and 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council, 
although they were as purely and absolutely the acts 
of the Executive Government alone, as if no Legisla- 
tive Council had existed. 

But during the last four years it has been day by 
day declining in public estimation ; and had at length 
fallen, as an institution into such disrepute, that if one 
or two unpopular measures of importance had been 
forced and hiuried through it by the weight of the 
Executive, it is almost certain that the machinery for 
legislation in this Colony would have been brought to 
a total stand-still, by the resignation or absence from 
the Council of the unofficial Members, and an luiiversal 
refusal to take their places by every man who was 
qualified to succeed them. 

The only change of which, under its present con- 
stitution, the Legislative Council is susceptible, is an 
increase in the number of its imofficial Members, so as 
to give them a decided majorit}', on all occasions, over 
the official Members ; but even if a sufficient number 
of qualified persons could be found to compose such a 
majority, the principle of the nomination of unofficial 
Members by the Crown has become so distasteftd to 
the inhabitants of the Colony, that this change alone, 
would not reconcile them to tbis' Counol, or render 
them less discontented with, and distrustfid of, the 
Colonial Legislature. 

If, then, the Legislative Council, as at present con- 
stituted, ought to be abolished, it must universally be 
admitted, that in the present state of men's opinions on 
political institutions, to attempt to remedy the drfects 
m the present Council, by^substituting in its stead some 



inBtitution exclusively executive, withoiA the infusion 
into it of any popular element, would be a measure 
which no enlightened and sag^ous statesman would 
ever think of having* reeouree to. 

Without reference to any ahetract opinions in Aivour 
of a representative form of government, it does, there- 
fere, appear to me, with all due suhmisai(m, to be the 
imperative duty of her Majesty's advisers forthwith 
to introduce into the Constitution of this Colony popu- 
lar representation to some extent, and in some form or 
other, unless absolutely prevented from so doing by 
moral or physical obstacles, which render such a mea- 
sure practically impossible. Hiat such obstacles do 
not exist to such an extent it will not be difficult to 
show." 



II. 

To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, The 
Petition of the Commissioners of the Municipality 
of Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, 

Humbly shbwkth, 

That your Petitioners approach your Majesly with 
an assurance of their loyalty and respect, grateful for 
the intended benefit conferred upon the inhabitants 
of this city, by the grant of a representative local 
Government, and beseeching your Majesty to extend 
that principle by conceding to the Colony the same 
representative legislative privileges which have been 
sanctioned in many of your Majesty's other Colonial 
possessions. 

That your Petitioners have observed frtm the pub- 
B S 
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lieation. of an extract of a Despatch addressed by the 
Eight Honoxirahle the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to his Excellency the Governor of this Colony^ 
that in the event of any future contest with the native 
tribes, the Colony must be prepared to defray the 
expenses from its own resources. That since the 
Colonists are thus apprised that they must defend 
themselves, your Petitioners consider it but just and 
reasonable that they should be allowed a voice in the 
management of their own affairs, with a proper and 
efficient check and control over the finances and 
expenditure of the Colony. 

' That the experience of fourteen years since the 
formation of the Council called " Legislative," has 
proved to demonstration the utter inutility and worthT 
lessness of its institution and character, it being- 
acknowledged that virtually, and for all general pur- 
poses and matters of importance the inhabitants of this 
Colony are in no way represented by the so-called 
unofficial Members of the Council. 

That with the solitary exception of the proposed 
' Stamp Act," withdrawn by Government, in conse^ 
<[uence of the opposition of the whole Colony, the 
petitions of the people, but particularly of the Munidi 
pahty and Inhabitants of Cape Town, against many 
grievances, have not only been disregarded, but received 
by the organ of Government with marked contumely 
and insult, the petitioners disparaged, their arguments 
ridiculed, and their facts so distorted and misrepre- 
sented as clearly to indicate the utter hopelessness of 
expecting redress from such a quarter. 
■ That even if the present number of unofficial Mem- 
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bers were freely chosen by the people to give an honest 
-and mdependent vote upon all Government questions, 
their endeavours would be rendered nugntory and 
unavailing, by being" subject to be outvoted at any 
time by the official gentlemen who are compelled to 
support all Government measures, however opposed to 
.their own conviction. 

That as the Legislature is at present constituted, 
Government has the power of passing any arbitrary" 
and obnoxious enactment under the semblance of the 
same being with the advice and approval of the Coun- 
cil, it therefore becomes a matter of serious considerar 
tion, whether it would not be infinitely preferable that 
the Governor of the Colony should act solely upon his 
own views and responsibility, than to be under the 
necessity of resorting to so glaring a mockery of reprer 
sentation. 

Under these circumstances, and entertaining an 
,entire want of confidence in a Council thus constituted, 
your petitioners pray that it may please yoiu* Majesty 
to abolish the present Legislative Council, and substi- 
tute in heu thereof such Legislature as will ensure to 
your Majesty's subjects in this Colony free institutions 
in accordance with the spirit of the times, upon the 
.principle that taxation without representation is unjust 
and oppressive. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
Hercules C. Jarvis, 

Chairtnftn to the Board of Commissioners. 
Town House, City of Cape Town, 
July 26, 1848. 

By Order of the Board of Commissioners, 

P. T. Dennybon, 

Secretary, 
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III. 

Copy of a Despatch from Earl Geey to Governor 
Sir H. Gr. Smith, Bart., G.O.B. 

Downing- street, Jannaiy 31, 1850. 

Sir, — I have now to transmit to you the Report of 
the Committee of the Board of Trade and Plantations, 
to which Her Majesty has been pleased to refer the sub- 
ject of the proposed establishment of a Representative 
Legislature in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

3. This Report so clearly lays down the outlines of 
those institutions which it is proposed to establish in 
the Colony, and so fully points out the general reasons 
which have induced the Committee to adopt its con- 
clusions, both in those instances in which they concur 
with, and those in which they differ from, the views so 
ably expressed in the several minutes and papers'which 
I have received from you, that all comment on it from 
myself is rendered unnecessary. 

3. You will observe that the recommendation of the 
Committee is, that the main and leading features of the 
Constitution to be granted to the Colony should he laid 
down in Letters Patent. It will be my duty to proceed 
immediately to cause the necessary instrument for this 
purpose to be prepared ; but it also directs that all the 
subordinate arrangements should be made by Ordi- 
nance in the Colony. 

4. You will, therefore, on the receipt of this Des- 
patch, immediately proceed to cause the necessary in- 
formation to be collected, and whatever other prelimi- 
nary work may require to be done, performed, with a 
view to the preparation of these Ordinances. The 
vmouB details of the machinery of the Elections, the 
definition of the franchise of the Electors both for the 



Assembly and the Legislative Council, and many other 
particulars, which will readily occur to you, are all 
subjects on which the necessary provisions will be 
made by Ordinance, and not by Letters Patent, and 
as to which, therefore, you may with a view to expe- 
dition, prepare at once the matter to be embodied in 
the Ordinance, without waiting for the arrival of the 
Letters Patent themselves, though of course, until 
they reach you, the subject cannot be brought under 
the consideration of the Legislative Council. 
I have, &c., 
(Signed) Gebt. 

Lieut^GoTernor Sir H. G. Smith, 
&c. ftc. Ac. 



IV. 

Extract from her Majesty's Letters Patent. 
We, of Our special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, do hereby declare and ordain that there 
shall be within our said settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope a Parliament to be holden by you Our 
Governor and Commander-in-Cbief, and to consist of 
you Our Governor and Commander-in-Chief, a Legis- 
lative Council, and a House of Assembly : And We 
do hereby declare, ordain, and appoint that the said 
Legislative Council (subject to the exception hereinafter 
provided) and the said House of Assembly shall 
consist and be constituted of such persons as shall be 
elected in such manner and form, and for such terms 
and under such regulations as shall for that purpose 
be prescribed in any ordinance or ordinances to be fqr 
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that purpose passed by you, with the advice and coii* 
^ sent of the present Legislative Council of Our said 
settlement; Providedj neverthelesSj that it shall be 
prescribed in and by such ordinance or ordinances 
that the Chief Justice of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope for the time being- shall be, by virtue of his 
office, a member of the said Ijegislative Council, and 
shall preside over the same: Provided, also, that 
■every such ordinance shall contain a clause suepending 
the operation of the same until it shall have been 
confirmed by Us, with the advice of Our Privy 
Council: And We do hereby declare Our will and 
pleasure that you. Our Grovemor, with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, so to be constituted and elected in manner 
and form aforesaid, shall have authority to make laws 
for the peace, welfare, and good government of our 
said settlement: And We do hereby further declare 
Our will and pleasure, that in the said ordinance or 
ordinances for constituting the said Legislative Coun- 
cil and House- of Assembly, provision shall be made 
for enabling and empowering you, Our Governor, to 
transmit to the said Legislative Council or House of 
Assembly for their consideration the drafts of any 
Jaws which it may appear to you desirable to introduce, 
and also any amendments for the consideration of the 
said Legislative Council and House of Assembly {if 
you shall so think fit) in any Bill presented to you for 
Our assent, and for prescribing the manner in which 
such drafts of laws and amendments shall be dealt 
with by the said Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly, and for determining the regiiltitions under 
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which Bills appropriating sums of money to the public 
service may be introduced in such Assembly, amended, 
and finally enacted j and for empowering- you, Our 
said Governor and Commander-in-Chief, from time to 
time, in the exercise of your discretion, to dissolve 
such Legislative Council and House of Assembly, 
together, or such House of Assembly separately: 
And we do hereby reserve to ourselves full power and 
authority by an order or orders to be made by Us in 
Our Privy Council to alter or amend such ordinance 
or ordinances as shall be passed by -you, with the 
advice and consent of the Legislative Council of Our 
said settlement, for the purpose of constituting and 
establishing the aaid Assembly, and for such other 
purposes as are hereinbefore specified: And We do 
further declare our will and pleasure to be that it shall 
be competent for you, our Governor, to continue, with 
the advice and consent of the present Leg^lative 
Council of Our said settlement, to make, enact, ordain, 
and establish laws for the peace, order, and good 
government of Our said settlement, until the first 
writs shall issue for the election of Members of the 
said Legislative Council and House of Representatives, 
under and by virtue of such ordinance or ordinances 
so to be made and passed as aforesaid, but no longer : 
In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster, 
"the twenty-third day of May, in the thirteenth year 
of Our reign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal, 

Charles Edward Pepys, 

Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 
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10 
V. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
Majr 6tb, 18a0. 

His Excellency the Governor in directing the pub- 
lication for general information, of the subjoined 
documents relative to the introduction of Hepresenta- 
tive Institutions into this Colony^ desires at the same 
time to make hnoimt the principle by whichj after 
considering the subject in the Executive Council, he 
purposes to regulate the composition of the existing 
. Legislative Council, to which, as will appear from the 
Documents in question, suck important duties are to 
be entrusted. 

The greatest number of unofficial Members, wh o 
can by law be appointed to the Legislative Council, as 
at present constituted is six, and of these six Members, 
one Member already holds a seat. 

fiis Excellency is, therefore, just now enabled to 
appoint five unofficial Members, and it is his intention 
in selecting them, to act, as far as the circumstances 
. will permit, in accordance with the spirit of the mea- 
sures which the Legislative Council is to consider and 
mature, and to take care, as lar as in him lies, that 
the sentiments of the Colony at large be ascertained 
and represented. 

Looking to the views entertained by Her Majesty's 
Government relative to the qualification of voters for 
each of the proposed Chambers, His Excellency, in the 
absence of any machinery for applying in detail the 
principles approved of by Her Majesty, considers that 
he will be carrying out these principles, as far as con- 
venience will allow, by calling upon the several Muni- 



11 

cipaliti^, and the several District Road Boards, 
throughout the Colony, to furnish him with the names 
of such Gentlemen as they would respectively desire 
to have appointed unofficial Members of the present 
Legislative Council. 

The Commissioners and Wardmasters of each Mimi- 
ejpality, acting jointly — and the members of each 
Divisional Road Board, are, therefore requested, after 
ascertaining as far as possible the views of the house- 
holders and rate-payers respectively, to select and 
transmit to the Secretary to Government, with the least 
possible delay, the names of whatever number of colo- 
nists, not exceeding five, such body of Commissioners 
and Wardmasters, and such Divisional Road Board, 
shall respectively propose to have appointed to fill the 
existing vacancies in the Legislative Council. 

From the names to be thus submitted to his Excel- 
lency he will be prepared to fill up the vacancies in 
qu^tion, in such a manner as shall seem most calcu- 
lated to secure the appointment of the five Gentlemen 
willing to aeiTe, who shall appear best entitled to the 
confidence of the several classes and districts composing 
the entire Colony. 

His Excellency requests that the several Municipa- 
lities and Divisional Road Boards will, as much as may 
be, avoid naming any persons except such as they 
have reason to believe will serve, if appointed, as Mem- 
bCTB of the present Legislative Council, pending the 
establishment of those Representative Institutions which 
are now in preparation. 

By command of his Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) John Montagu, 

SecreUr; to GrOTernment. 
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VI. 
60VEKNMENT NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
23tdJuly, 1850. 

With reference to the Government Notice of the 6th 
May last, His Excellency the Governor directs it to be 
notified, that having had under his consideration in 
the Executive Council the returns sent in by the several 
Municipalities and Divisional Hoad Boards in pursui 
ance thereof, he has oflered the five vacant seats to the 
undermentioned gentlemen, viz : — 

Sir a. Stockenstrom, Baet.j 
C. J. Brand, Esq., 
F. W. Reitz, Esq., 
J. Fairbairn, Esq., and 
R. GoDLONTON, Esq. 
■ These gentlemen having accepted the offer of these 
vacant seats, His Excellency has been pleased to 
appoint them thereto, subject to her Majesty's approval. 
His Excellency further directs it to be notified 
that the Legislative Council will meet for the despatch 
of business on Friday, the 6th day of September next. 
By His Excellency's command. 

(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Government. 



VII. 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE . 
COUNCIL. 
Presented by His Excellency, 7 Sept. 1850.— Memo- 
randum of subjects to be brought under the notice 
. of the Legislative Council, on Tuesday the 10th 
instant. 
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1. Estimates for 1860. 

2. Supplementary Eetimates for 1850. 

3. Eetimatea for 1851. 

4. Resumption of Public Works. 

5. The Financial Relations between the Colony, 

and the Orang;e River Sovereignty. 

6. The Ordinances which were before the Council 

last year. 

7. The propriety of enacting a Law to establish 

Trial by Jiuy in Civil cases. 

8. Proposed establishment of a Rural Police in 

the Frontier Divisions. 

9. The state of the Law relative to the relations of 

Masters and Servants. 

10. The removal of Squatters from Government lands. 

11. The propriety of appointing- ResidentMagTstrates 

at Missionar)'^ Institutions. 

12. The Wine and Spirit Ordinance. 

33. The Educational Establishment of the South 

African College. 
14. The confirmation of two amended Rules of Court 

proposed by the Judges of the Supreme Court. 



MINUTE.--LEGISLATION. 

Government House, Cape of Good Hope, 
10th September, 1850. 
HoNODRABLE Gehtlemen,— The Ordinances which 
were read a first time on the 16th June, 1849, will 
again be broug'ht under your notice in the present 
Session. They are as follows, viz. : — 
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1. To amend the law regardingf the appointmeht to 
certain offices within the Supreme Court. 

2. To amend the law relating- to the apprehension of 
Criminals and the prosecution of Crimes. 

8. To amend the law relating; to Grand and Petit 
Juriee. 

4. For altering" and consolidating- the law relative to 
the Courts of Resident Magistrates within the Colony. 

5. To amend the law relative to the Postage of 
Letters of Soldiers and Seamen. 

6. For improving the Public Prisons of the Colony. 

7. For regTilating- the payment of WTiarfag;e Duty 
in Cape Town and Simon's Town. 



Fridar, September 20, 1850. 

The Council met at one o'clock. His Excellency the 
Governor and aU the members being present. Sir 
Andries Stockenetrom presented several petitions from 
the coim.try districts connected with mattere of local 
interest; also one from Cape Town signed by upwards 
of Two Hundred of the most respectable House- 
holders and othCT Inhabitants of Cape Town, of which 
the following is a copy : 

To His Excellency Sib H. G. W. Smith, Bart., and 
the Honourable the Legislative Council of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Householders and 
other inhabitants of Cape Town, 
Respectfuixt shbweth, 

That your Memorialists have observed in the Goverrt- 
ment Oaxette of yesterday's date, a notice of th« 
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business intended to be submitted to your Honourable 
Council on this day. 

That your Memorialista are of opinion that the gen- 
tlemen recently named to your Excellency, were so 
named for the sole purpose of carrjong- out Her 
Majesty's gracious intentions relative to the future 
Representative Government of iJiia Colony. 

That your Memorialists pray your Honourable Coun- 
cil, therefore, to. enter upon no other business than the 
drafting' of the future Constitution of the Colony, and 
not to anticipate the deUberations of the future Parlia- 
ment on any of the numerous grave and weighty 
matters which your Excellency has si^fied your 
intention of bringing before the Council. 

And your Memorialists, &c. 
Cape Town, 20th September, 1830. 

The Secketary to Government presented a peti- 
tion of an opposite tendency, which had just been put 
into hie hand and signed, he said, by the most respect- 
able heads of mercantile houses in Cape Town. The 
petition prayed that the estimates might be passed and 
that public works, &c. should be immediately resumed, 
and had 30 signatures attached to it. 



VIII. 
PROCEEDINGS OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Sept. 19, 1S46. 
(Extract from the "S. A. CommereialJdpertiter," Sept. 21, 1950.) 

Yesterday, in the Legislative Council, when some 
drafts of Ordinances were presented, and the motion 
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was made by the Hon. Secretary to Government that 
one of them be read a first time, Sir Andries Stocken- 
strom moved an amendment to the effect that no other 
business should be proceeded with until the Ordinances 
containing" the Constitution of the Parliament of the 
Cape of Good Hope had been completed and passed. 
Upon this amendment a long; and earnest discussion 
arose, which terminated in a division, when it appeared 
that there were seven to four against the amendment, 
which was consequently lost ; all the official Members, 
with Mr. Godlonton and Mr. Cock, voting- against, and 
Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Mr. Brand, Mr. Keitz, and 
Mr. Fairbairn voting for it. The Attorney- General 
then moved to the eflFect that such matters as the Esti- 
mates should be proceeded with in due course, leaving- 
it to the Council to determine whether to proceed or 
not with other matters, as they mig;ht on fiiU considera- 
tion think fit. This was carried by the same majority, 
the same four members, as before, voting- ag^ainst it. 

Sir Andries Stockenstrom then rose and read the 
following- reasons of Dissent, which he signed and 
handed to his Excellency, tendering- at the same time 
his resignation, and retired, — Mr. Brand, Mr. Reitz, 
and Mr. Fairbairn doing- the same; — 
Reasons for Dissent. 

1. Because I have come to the conclusion that I 
have been deputed to this Council by the constituen- 
cies which have elected me for the specific purpose ot 
aiding in the creation of Representative Institutions for 
this Colony, and for that purpose only. 

S. Because holding- my seat at this Board in virtue 
of the said election only, I do not consider myself 
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authorized to enter upon any other matter than that for 
which I have been so elected and deputed. 

3. Secause neithw the matter now introduced by 
His Excellency, nor any one of the other matters com- 
prised in Hia Excellency's memorandum as laid before 
this Conndl on the 6th instant, or in the minutes of the 
10th instant, refer in the remotest degree to the creation 
of Kepresentative Institutions for this Colony. 

4. Because I deem it inexpedient in every respect 
that every one of the matters or subjects comprised in 
the said memorandum and minutes, be in the present 
circumstances of the Colony, settled by this Council as 
at present constituted. 

5. Because I do especially consider myself incom- 
petent upon the streng^ of the trust or commission 
with which I am charged by the people, to vot« away 
one farthing of the money of that people whose object 
in thus deputing me, is to expedite the construction of 
a Constitution which shall place the whole of the said 
money at the disposal of its Representatives to be in 
Pu-liament assembled. 

6. Because the Executive Government of this Colony 
has already for a considerable time gone on to appro- 
priate the public money without the authority of the 
Leg^ative Council, and because it is more consistent 
with the spirit and sense of the people, that the said 
irregTilarity, in as far as it may be gtrictly unavoidable, 
shoidd continue for a few months longer, and be 
answered for to the future Parliament of this Colony, 
than that the people should be debarred of its right of 
scrutiny by means of its representatives, through any 
sanction given to the said irregularity by this Council 
as at present constituted. 

c 
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7. Because I firmly believe that this Council as at 
present constituted, would deem it necessary to sanction 
items of expenditure which the said Parliament would 
reject. 

8. Because in the discussion of the question "of tiie 
resumption of public works," it is absolutely necessary 
that various interests be represented which are not 
represented by this Council. I allude especially to the 
Commercial interests of this Colony, and more espeemlly 
the interest of such an important seaport as Port 
Mkabeth, and because we have every reason to expect 
that those interests will be fully represetited in the 
future Parliament. 

9. Because the financial Relations between the 
Colony and the Orange River Sovereignty, as well as 
the causes and history of those Sehtiong, require a 
degree of scrutiny which cannot be successfiilly con- 
ducted, except by the said Parliament, which it is 
expected will comprise members of tbe local know- 
ledge and information necessary in such scrutiny, 
because also any money voted for on account of said 
Sovereignty, without such scrutiny, would be highly 
unjust towards this Colony, and other parties con- 
cerned, and because the said financial relations would 
indirectly establish a connexion between this CtJony 
and the SovereigTity^ which ought to be left to the 
decision of the future Parliament. 

10. Because of all the matters and subjects above 
referred to, there is not one which would not be more 
appropriately discussed by the said Parliament, and 
which would therefore gain considerably by a few 
months delay, for passing over " the Ordinances 
which were before the Council last year," and which 
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cannot be of a very preaeing^ nature, the diseuBBion of 
" the propriety of enacting a law to establiflh trial by 
jury in civil caaes," would be materially benefited by 
the opinions of a greater number of lawyers than this 
Council now contains, and by the opinions of the 
merchants who, we may expect, will be deputed to 
the said Parliament — Whereas the proposed Ifetab- 
lishment of a Rural Police on the Frontier Divisions, 
the state of the law relative to the relations of Masters 
and Servants, the Removal of Squatters from Grovem- 
ment Lands,— the propriety of appointing Resident 
Magistrates at the Missionary Institutions— the Wine 
and Spirit Ordinance— the Educational EstabUshment 
of the South African College — and the Confirmation 
of two wnended Rules of Court proposed by the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, ought certainly in the 
present state and prospects of the Colony, not to be 
settled except upon the most mature discusmon by the 
legalj mercantile, literary, and agricultural repreaenta^ 
tives, who may be expected to be deputed to the said 
Parliament provided wiUi the full confidence of the 
country, — and 

II. Because if this Council and the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, as in duty hound, use their 
best endeavours to expedite the establishment of the 
said Parliament, that Parliament may open its first 
sesfflon about the middle of the next year 1861, so 
that no material delay will be caused l^ the post- 
ponement of the said matters and subjects until they 
can be brought before the Representatives of the 
People instead of being carried through by a Legis- 
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lature which but partially enjoys the public confi- 
dence. 

(Signed) A. Stockenstbom, 

G. J. Brand, 
F. W. Keitz, 
John Faibbaibn. 



X. 

To the respective Municipalities, Road Boards, and 
Bate Payers throughout the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Cape Town, Sept. 21st, 1850. 

Gentlemen, 

We consider it our duty to address you as the con- 
stituencies in the late Election of Members to fill the 
vacant seats in the Legislative Council of this Colony, 
in compliance with the Government Notice of the 6th 
May last, as we are desirous that those who have 
honoured us with their confidence and placed so great 
ft trust in our hands, as well as the public generally, 
shall clearly understand our motives for withdrawing 
from a position in which it would have been our pride 
and duty, no less than our anxious wish, to serve our 
country, in the most important crisis of its history. 

Our reasons for declining, as your Representatives, 
to enter upon any matter before the Legislative 
Council, as at present constituted, except the creation 
of Representative Institutions for this Colony, were 
expressed in a paper, which we handed into the Council 
before retiring, and a copy of which we annex to this 
letter. 
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If you ask us whether we might not have protested 
agaiuBt the votes of the majority, without resorting to 
the extreme measure of resignation ? our answer is, 
that we had no altematire between that extreme and 
dishonour to you and to ourselves, after a principle of 
action, on the part of the Government, had been an- 
nounced, which we were bound, in your name, to re- 
pudiate and denounce as immoral ae well as impolitic 
and inexpedient,— the doctrine that the official Members 
of the Legislative Council were boxmd to vote in 
fevour of any measure proposed by the Governor, 
whether they approved of it or not We on the con- 
trary maintain that no . Member of any Council, of 
whatever character, whether such Member holds office 
or not, ought to be bound, or should feel himself at 
liberty to vote contrary to the dictates of his conscience, 
for any object or purpose, or under any circumstance 
whatever. We firmly believe that neither custom nor 
any plea of necessity can justiiy such utter dereliction 
of sound principle, and we proclaim it as our decided 
conviction, that any Coimcil or Government conducted 
upon such a basis, must be in its essence weak, vacillat> 
ing, and corrupt, and ought forthwith to be reformed 
and purged of such a monstrous system of political 
ethics. 

Yet it is notorious that the Secretary to Government, 
in his argument in fevour of Mr. Godlonton's nomina^ 
tion to a seat in Council, against which he had on the 
8rd July last, protested, did, on the 18th instant, 
maintain, in his place by the side of the Queen's Re- 
presentative in Council, that the Official Members are 



fbyCooglc 



3-3 

bound to vote with, and in favour of Government 
measures, whatever might be their own convietionfl. 

Tlus declaration of the Chief Officer of the Local 
Cfovernment, tacitly acquiesced in by the Governor 
and the junior officials, rendered your Representatives 
evidently an impotent minority, packed together merely 
to complete an otherwise defective machinery, having 
only sufficient influence to legalise the measures, whe- 
ther good or bad, of a fixed official majority, but utterly 
powerless to check any proceeding which in theu* con- 
sciences they might deem destructive to the liberty 
and welfere of their constituents. 

It is self-evident that such a majority voting black 
or white at the bidding of a chief acting under the in- 
Btructions of the Colonial Minister, might concoct a 
constitution which, under the name of self-goveniment, 
would be a mere mask for irresponsibihty and des- 
potism. And to this posaibiUty we could not but be 



From such a degradation we deemed it our duty to 
rescuehoth you and ourselves,butwewere too well aware 
of the awful responsibihty of such an alternative, not Jo 
guard ourselves against rashness or precipitation, 90 that 
the divieioii which followed the said pleadings of the 
Secretary to Government could not drive us from the 
posts which we were determined to hold aa long as 
there remained the least hope of effectually serving the 
cause of the Colony. But when on the SOth instant, 
we saw a memorial of upwards of two hundred of the 
most respectable inhabitants of this city, very slightly 
regarded, although it echoed the sentiments which had 
sounded from various quarters of the country, and bore 
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with fiill weight on the subject of discusaon,— when 
Dur demand that upon this glaring' proof of at least ft 
division in public opinion^ time should be granted for 
the farther development of that opinion, was unhfr* 
aitating'ly overruled^ and ev'en when an adjoununent 
£ar a few days, prayed for with the same view, was 
shg'hting'ly negatived, we felt that, as your repreeenta- 
tiree, we were fast sinking into the contempt of the 
Government, with its official and nominee majority, — 
we felt that we must soon sink into your contempt,— 
we felt Uiat we must soon sink you into the contempt 
of the -world, -and we were driven to take the step 
which, we beheve, can alone save you, ourselves, and 
even our Government, irom the ridicule and scorn of 
mankind. 

In order to alarm some weak-minded men amongst 
pur brethren, and to cause a division among tlie 
friends ' of Representative Institutions, it has-been 
rumoured abroad that the Government must come 
to a . stand still by our refusal to enter upon the 
Estimates. Tbi^ stand still can only be produced by 
the Government itself, and not by us. As the Go- 
vernment has gone on for upwards of a year without 
Estimates being passed, it may continue to do so for 
a few months longer. Our pacing those Estimates 
would.be a mere absurd mummery, because our oppo- 
^tion to the exceptionable items would have been 
an impotent and farcical struggle of four against eight. 
We should thus involuntarily legalise an expenditure 
which in principle we deem -subject to the scrutiny 
and sanction of the future Parliament whom we should 
thus anticipate and paralyse. 
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But you will now, we tnwt, be of opinion with 
Ourselves, that the only means of expediting the for- 
mation of Representative Institutions for this Colony, 
worthy of the spirit which the inhabitants have lately 
displayed, is, to leave aH money votes to the future 
Parliament, which alone we deem henceforward com- 
petent to manage the atrings of the public puree. 

We have helped to prepare the way for the estab- 
lishment of an Elective Franchise which shall embrace 
the whole of the community ;— that is, every man 
who has the least stake in the comitry, — or rather, 
who is not a mere vagrant, a pauper, or a criminal. 
There you have one great Bulwark for Liberty. To 
this we desire to see you add a second, viz.: that no 
tax shall be imposed now, nor one fiirthing of the 
public money be paid out either upon the plea of 
" Civil List," " Foreign Relations," or other denomi- 
nation of expMiditure whatever, until duly authorised 
by the R^resentatives of the people in Parliament 
assembled. Between these two bulwarks wiU naturally 
spring up that great desideratum which we understand 
by Representative liegislation, and " Responsible 
Government," and, without which, any Constitution 
must be a delusion. Let then Her Majesty confirm 
such a franchise, — let Her leave to us the manage- 
ment of all our money, — let these boons produce self- 
government, and let not any slight diiFerence of 
opinion on petty details retard our regeneration. 
Reserve such matters for yoiu^elves to determine, when 
assembled in Parliament in the persons of. your true 
Representatives. 

Believing, then, that we have justified to you our 
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resigiiation of the trust which you bestowed, we hope 
tiiat we restore tihe same to your hands antaniished, 
And have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your obedient and humble seirants, 
A. Stockenstkom, F. W. Reitz, 
C. J. Skand, John Faibbaibn. 



XI. 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE. 

ColomtU Osfiee. 25M Seplemier, 1850. 

Hzs ExcELi^NCY the Governor has directed the 
publication of the following" documents, for g;eneral 
information. 

By Command of His Excellency the GoTemor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Government. 



Oovernment H<mu, September ^rd, 1850. 
The Honourable the Secretary to Government, 
„ The Treasurer-General, 

„ The Auditor-General, 

„ The Attorney-General, 

„ The Collector of Customs, 

„ W. Cock, Esquire, 

„ R. GoDLONTON, Esquire. 

Gentlemen, — By the retirement from the Legfis- 
lative Council of the four Members who resigned on 
Friday last, when left in a minority upon the question 
of granting' any Supplies for the carryingon of the Go- 
vernment, the labours of the Committee appointed to 
consider and report upon the proposed Constitution for 
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the CoI(Miy have been intetTupted, at a moment when, 
as X learn, they were ai^oaching their completron. 

I think it of importance to the public welfare that 
the subject, which has been so iar prosecuted, should 
be carried forward and completed without delay. 

For thia purpose, I request that you will assemble 
as a Board of Oommissionere, and resiune the consi- 
deration of the several matters in question, so as to 
favour me, at the earliest moment which shall he com- 
patible with due deUberation, with the result of your 
united labours. 

I am aware that the several conclxifiions which had 
been come to by the Committee of the Legislative 
Council were not looked upon as irreversible, if, after- 
wards, sufficient reasons for alteration should appear ; 
but it will be desirable, in my opinion (and certainly 
most satisfactory to me), not to depart, unless upon the 
clearest grounds, from the views already discussed and 
agreed upon. It will probably occur to you, that to 
take up the subject at the precise point where it was 
left, when the Committee rose on Friday last, will be 
the most expedient course that can be adopted. 

When your report, in whatever shape you think 
most convenient, shall be laid before me, I shall 
cause it to be made public for general information, 
and shall .afiterwards transmit it to the Kight Honour- 
able the Secretary of State, together with such remarks 
from myself as may seem to me to be required, and all 
petitions that ^11 be forwarded to me, whetiiir. for or 
against the plan which you shall have proposed, in 
order that Her Majesty's Government may be in a 
p(«kionto det^mine upon the course which it i^i^ 
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be fitting to adopt; in regard to the establishment of 
Bepresentative Institutions at the C^»e. 
I have the honour to be^ 



Your most obedient, humble servant, 

(Signed) H. G. Smith. 



Cape Town. 24th S^t«mber, 1650. 

His ExctOlency Sir H. G. W. Smith, Bart., G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. &c. &c., of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Sib, — We have the honotu* to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your Eseellency'B letter of yesterday, requesting 
us, as ' a Board of Commissioners, to undertake the 
completion of the business which was lately under the 
consideration of tfae Committ«e of the Legislative 
Council, appointed to consider and report upon the 
subject of establishing Bepresentative Institutions in 
this Colony. 

In obedience to your Excellency's desire, we shall, 
without delay, proceed to discharge the duty thus 
imposed upon us ; and we trust, in a few days, to be 
able to lay our report before your Excellency. 
We have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient and most 
humble Servants, 
(Signed) John Mohtagu, Secretary to Government, 
Harry Bivees, Treasurer-General, 
W. Hope, Auditor-General, 
W. PoBTBB, Attorney-General, 
W. Field, Collector of Customs, 
W. Cock, 

B. GODLONTON. 
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XII. 

EBSOLUTIONS PASSED BY BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF CAPE TOWN MUNI- 
CIPALITY. 

The following; Reeolutions were passed at a meeting- 
of the Board of Commissioners of Cape Town Muni- 
cipality, 25th Sept. 1850 :— 

" Resolted,— That the Board of Commissionere hare 
learned with unfeigned satisfaction the determination 
of the four unofficial memhers, not to enter into the 
Estimates of the Revenue and Expenditure, but to 
confine themselves exclusively to the duties for which 
they had been deleg^ated, namely, to assist in iraming 
8 Constitution for this Colony ; and that, on being' 
ui^ed to take the Estimates into consideration, no 
other course was open to them but to resign ; which step 
therefore merits the full approbation of the Board. 

"That Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Mr. Advocate 
Brand, Messrs. F. W. Reitz, J. Fairbaim, and J. H. 
Wicht, now present, be requested to draft such a Con- 
stitution as they shall deem best calculated to meet the 
wants and wishes^ and to represent all the interests, of 
this Colony ; in order, after having" done so, to submit 
the same to this Board, for the purpose of being- laid 
before the public. 

"That Sir A. Stockenstrom and John Fairbaim, 
Esq. be requested to take the Draft Constitution, when 
completed, to Eng-Iand, and to use their best exertions 
in order to its being sanctioned ; and that subscriptions 
be entered into for the purpose of defraying aD neces- 
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XII. 

Heads of Pboposed Cohstitutiom for the Cape 
OF Good Hope, as approved hy the Inhabitants, 
and emhodled in Petitions to Her Majesty and both 
Houses of Parliament, 1860-1. 

TO THE queen's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

The hmnble Petition of the Undersigned, faithful and 
loyal Inhabitants of the Cape of Oiood Hope, 

Humbly sheweth, 
That your Majest3r's faithful and loyal subjects, in- 
habitants of the Cape of Good Hope, have learned, 
with profound gratitude and satisfaction, your Majesty's 
gracious intention to establish in this Settlement Ke- 
presentative Institutions for its future goremment, and 
that your Majesty has been pleased to ordain that 
there shall be within this your Majesty's Settlement, 
a Parliament, to consist of a Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief, a Legislative Council, and a House of 
Assembly, to consist of persons elected by the inha- 
bituits, which form of government entirely fiiMls the 
wishes of your Majesty's faithful people. 

But as your Majesty was further pleased to order 
and direct his Excellency the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the present Legislative Council 
of this Settlement, to prescribe in ordinances to be 
passed by them, and submitted to your Majesty, the 
manner and form, terms and regulations under which 
persons should be elected to constitute the said L^is- 
lative Council tmd House of Assembly, and as the 
present L^islative Council, from its imperfect consti- 
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tution and other causes, haa entirely lost the confidence 
of your Majesty^s faithful people, and has vrrtuaUy 
ceased to exist, and as the Colony is thus left without 
a Local Legislature, 

We feel it to be a sacred duty to your Majesty, as 
our rerered and beloved Sovereign, as well as to our- 
selres and our posterity, to submit to your Majesty 
the following well-considered and freely-approved 
Ahticles, or Heads of a Constitution, or form of 
Government, for this Colony, for which we hiunbly 
pray your Majesty's allowance, and that nothing may 
be admitted into the subordinate arrangements, in any 
sense opposite to or inconsistent with their true mean- 
ing and intention, to wit : — 

Art. 1. The Legislative Powers of this Settlement 
shall be vested in a Governor, and a Legislative Coun- 
cil, and a House of Assembly, both of which shall be 
composed of Members elected by the inhabitants, and 
shall be called " The Parliament of the Cape of Good 
Hope." 

Art. 3. The Council shall conerat of fifteen Members, 
chosen for four years, of which no less than mx shall 
form a quorum. 

The Assembly shall consist of forty-six Members, 
chosen for three years, of which fifteen Members alu^ 
form a quorum. 

Art. 3. The present fiscal divisions of this Settlement 
shall be electoral divisions, and shall choose for the first 
Assembly the number of Members herein placed againgt 
their names respectively, until further provisions be 
made by the Parliament, as follows : — 
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Cape Tiywn uid Green Point 4 


Uitenhitge . . 


Cape Division . 


. 2 


PortElinbeth . 


Malmesbury 


. 2 


Graham's Town 




. 2 


Albany . 


Paarl . 


. 2 


Fort Beaufort . 


Worcester 


. 2 


Somerset East . 


CUnWilHam . 


. 2 


Cradoclc . 




. 2 


Oruff-Reinet . 


CaledoD . 


. 2 


Colesberg 


George . 


. 2 


Albert . 


Beaufort . 


. 2 


Victoria . 



' Art. 4. The election of the Members of the CotmcQ 
shall be entnuted to the whole constitaency of the 
entire Settlement, who shall record their votes in the 
several Electoral Divisions in which they possess, at the 
time of election, the rig^ht of votings for the election of 
members of the Ass^nbly. 

Art. 5. Every male inhabitant of the full age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have occupied fixed pro- 
perty for his own use and benefit of the value of £2S. 
for twelve calendar months next preceding" the regis- 
tration and time of voting;', within the limits of an 
electoral division, shall be entitled to vote for Member 6 
of Assembly to represent that division, and for Members 
of Council. 

Art. 6. Every male inhabitant entitled to vote for 
members of Assembly, shall be elig;ible for election to a 
seat in the House of Assembly ; and every male inha- 
bitant of the ag^ of thirty years, who shall have resided 
in the Colony during- three years preceding' the regis- 
tration and time of voting, and who shall be the pro- 
prietor of landed property, situate within the Colony, 



fbyCooglc 



of the value of not less than £1000^ shall be elig^le for 
election to a seat in the Legislative Council. 

Art 7. No person shall be entitled to vote at any 
election of Members of either House of Parliament, or 
to be elected a Member thereof, who shall not be either 
a natural bom subject of the Queen, or shall not hare 
been naturalized by law passed by the Imperial Par- 
liament, or shall not have obtained a deed of burgher- 
flhip^ or shall not be naturalized by the Parliament of 
the Cape of Quod Hope, or who shall be underg;oing 
punishment and restraint under a judicial sentence for 
any crime, or who shall hold any contract under the 
Government, or who shall be in active employment in 
the civil service of her Majraty's Government, and any 
Member accepting" an office in the service of the Go- 
vernment as above, or entering- into any such contract, 
shall thereby vacate his seat in either House. 

Art. 8. The Secretary to Government, the Attorney- 
General, and the Treasurer-General, shall have the 
privileg^e of takings part in the discussions of both 
branches of the Legislature, so far as may be neces- 
sary for the explanation of any measures proposed by 
the Government, but without being entitled to vote. 

Art. 9. The House of Assembly shall choice ite own 
Speaker, and appoint its own officers, and the Legisla- 
tive Council shall also choose its own Speaker, and 
appoint its own officers. 

Art. 10. The Members of both Houses shall receive 
a pecuniary allowance, to be fixed by law, for expenses 
incurred by attendance. 

Art. 11. The Governor shall call tog-ether a Parlia- 
ment once at least in every year, so that a period of 
twelve calendar months shall not intervene between 
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the hat sitting of the -Parliament in one Bession, and 
the first sitting of the next session. 

Art. 12. The Governor may introduce Bills in either 
House of Parliament, or retnm Bills submitted to him 
with amendmentej for reconsideration, with the excep- 
tion of Money Bills, which shall be introduced first in 
the AssemWy. Any other Bill may originate in either 
Hoose of Parliament. 

Art. 13. The election of Members for the Legisla- 
tive Council shall take place, by the person entitled to 
vote delivering in person to the oflScer presiding at such 
election a list signed by him, and containing iiot more 
dian the names of fifteen persons, and for the Assembly, 
by each voter giving vivd voce, and in public, to the 
officer presiding at such election, the names of the per- 
son or persons for whom he votes. 

Art. 14. The Governor shall have the power to dis- 
solve the Parliament at any time, but he shall not have 
the power to dissolve one House or Chamber without 
at the same time dissolving the other. 

Art. IS. The Queen and the two Chambers of Par- 
liament shall be Supreme within the Colony, as the 
Queen and the two Houses of Parliament are Supreme 
in Great Britain, t&e Queen acting immediately in her 
own person, or in the person of her representative 
llie Governor. 

Art. 16. The L^slative Council and House of 
Assembly shall respectively have the power to frame 
and determine their own rules of order, and sdl voting 
therein shall be vivd voce, and all subjectfl and cfuestions 
be decided by mqority of votes, the respective Speakers, 
or presiding Members, having a casting vote in case on 
xny point the votes shall be equal. 
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And your Majesty's petitioners further humbly 
represent, that as your Majesty has been pleased to 
dedare your will and pleasure to be that the Governor, 
with the advice and consent of the prese^it L^;islative 
Council^ shall continue to make, enact, ordain, and 
establish laws, for the peace, order, and good govera- 
ment of this settlement, until the first writs issue for 
the election of Members of the said Legislative Council 
and House of Assembly, and aa it has been found im- 
possible to reconstruct and maintain the present Legisla- 
tive Council for the exercise of any legislative functions, 
the Executive Government is left in a condition of great 
embarrassment, the inhabitants in a state of anxiety, 
and the Colony itself exposed to certain inconvenience 
and probable danger. Your petitioners, therefore, 
earnestly implore your Majesty to order and direct 
that steps may be immediately taken for effectually 
providing* E^;ainst the evil consequences likely to result 
from this state of things by complying with the rea- 
sonable wishes and just requests of your Majesty's 
faithful people, and constituting a Parliament in this 
Settlement on the basis which has thus humbly been 
presented to your Majesty. 

And your Majesty's humble petitiouOTS will ever 
pray. 

(Signed in Cape Town) 
A Stockeastrom, John Fttirbairn, H C Jarvis, F S Berning, J 
Steffen, S Marcus, F T Green, J A Bam, J J L Smnta, William 
Hone;, John F Scbultz, J G Blanckenberg, 6 N Mechau, J J 
Lnyt, A N B Changnion, Wm Nelson, M Pentz, J.Fs, A Wm 
Beck, JPG Retereen, A H Pannewitt, "W S Berry, A P J 
TBu der Poel, G C Wolhnter, J C Weseels, R Yatea, P Leen, J G 
Median, A Faure, J.s, J A 8cbickerling, £ Marcos, J H Col- 
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lard, John Ferries, Robert Fn»t, H OUett, 3 Dalton, Thoa. linds- 
bum, EBDosson, J H Browne, ThoiassWiUuina. HMelckVan 
Reenen, H Davia, Wm Boyea, J Divine^ Wm Klerck, Chu Spuks, 
John Rose, R Ch Essenh^, Jitc A De ViUien, H J Lonw, O J 
Horak, O K. Gooclacrc^ Tbos. Rickman, By Wbiley, H P H Se 
Wet, C M MtH-genrood, F J Adiianzen, John Norket, Edwin Boiun, 
Jacob Rathmolder, Joseph Dixie, AdrJac Mailer, RDeKock, G. 
Karstel, A V Bergh, Wm Blora, H G Muotingh, J Bairy Mnanik, 
John Bany, DADenyasen, SPWoUmter, J.s., CEWentxel, 
PLMorkel,CH Haupt. ten., P A Brand, J F Wieht, F Sebicker- 
ling, Weatherhead, J F Dreyer. H; Hamson, sen., Btaurj 
Trew, John Whealan, A Dennis, C Palmer, John Kearney, James 
Slater, J KachdhoSer, A W Rnssonw, J Spolauder, K. Warren, 
G H Wolhnter, J Stemmet, J F Russell, S Lottcr, J J Lnyt, Wni 
Bailey, D Bussouw, J.s., J C Wessels, Adriaan Hendricks, Wm 
Thompson, Wm Cooper, P van Breda, H A Bam, A von Sdilicht, 
P C Leen, L P Carail, W. H. Langschmidt, J H Bam, A.s., Wm 
Brownlow, J P Visser, G Carrie, H Groenewald, Wm Grout, H R 
Knbe, J Kittei; Thoa Syme, Edw Claar, Dan Hurley, £ Bendall, 
J N de Villiers, Tbos Johnson, H W H Beid, C Drake, £ Jones, 
John Wright. H Dolbet, P Haiua, F Korek, W H Martin, O T 
Udeman, F T Nailor, D Gregory, M Moss, J J Sandenbergb, T 
Ritmuller, G Bredenkamp, P J Pents, F Weideman, J G D BJchter, 
J J Jautzen, E A P Solomon, Stephen Martin, D P Marais, Abr 
Slackmaiu Thos Dirks, W H Brown, Adr Kirckooffer, F A de Gier, 
C Bdir, N H Marais, L T Leen, R L Attwell, Wm Bosman. J R 
Kerdel, A ^teenama, B Cherts, Tlos H Tyrer. A Lnhbrandt, 
Thos Donaldson, J D Simmington, J C K Rock, H F Paine, John 
Griffiths, C H Attwell, James McLean, T Stoat, J Boss, O Fehr- 
sen, M.D., John Philip, John Mclntyre, Thomas Grimes, R C 
Armstrong, A Rogers, James Cameron, Ah Bristow, J A De Villiers, 
Wm Wells, J Rutgers, H Franke, John Middleton, James Blan^ 
A Karstel, A L TJrin, B H Ward, Alex Torke, John Waltwi, Henry 
Jenkins, Wm Carroll, jnn., Wm Arnold, P H Weuttswn, I F H 
Faure, J Gerber, Wm Tntt, J A Stoll, F L Lbdenbergh, Thomas 
Shepherd, F Ritchley, J. Krentsman, L Golding, J Blomeken, 
James Hickey, J J Frylink, M A Van Sohoor, Jamea Watt, J Drake, 
H Kermer, J.s., A N I^adner, James Griffiths, E Daughly, C Ro»- 
D 3 



fbyCoOglc 



ner, W Kitehing, Edward Jacksom, Thomas DuSett, Wm H Batten, 
Edward Powell, T Cairncross, P Btbd, T A Weatherhesd, A. Hiteh- 
cock, Wm. G. Parker, John A De Viffiera, Thomas Come, P B B 
Louw, D W Kobe, J C Bosse, sen-, William Whiley, W T Stigant, 
T Oodd, A Raymond, W F Moag, W Boyes, Thomas Wilson, John 
B Barry, William Henry Bosnum, Thomas Gilmer. Wm Msskew, 
F L Gaum, O E Orerbeek, sen., A D Philipstal, B A £ Gaum, 
James Smithert, George Sanger, Samnel Grammer, Thomas Pearce, 
William Greeii, B J Foord, George Barnwell, Thomas Caimcroas, 
A Faure, sen., Wm Mareh, G J Rke, W H Beid, JiAn Brand, 
H L Attwell, L P Biel, M Buchfink, J W Bnmt, C S Martin, 
W Udemana, W J ». E Van Oudsthoom, J H VersfiJd, J Brink, «en., 
J Clark, C A Pente, James Clay, D A V Keraer, J S De Vllliers, 
D B Kohler, P Van Breda, James P Polley, A A Flier, J J Van Der 
Berg, Beoj Kohler, jnn., AJameson, A Jones, W G Jones, PBrewis, 
Thomas A Findlay, J C Eyasen, C T Barth, P S Lissenbnry, John 
Gollison, D Noonan, John Bartley, Wm Simpson, Thos Dnaikley 
P J Wannenburg, sen., J M Wanoenbnrg, jun., J 6 G Wahl, 
W T O'Gallaghen, Hy Johnson, J Mailer, Nich Broekman, Thom 
Boomar, Adrs Truylar, Wm Ranch, sen;, J C Rauch, Wm. Lotter, 
John Henry Lotz, H Fletcher, Thomas O'Grady, Uk Hy Ranch, 
M Whyte, Wm Mclntyre, J Van Reenen, jun., N S Sertyn, P C 
Ward, G Henderson, F Heyns, ADR Eckurd, F A Olthoff, 
D Brink, C H Hoets, J Combrink, A Bindeman, J 6 Van Reenen, 
(7 Rynoodt, Wm Roberts, L B Mostert, Henry Steuart, W A 
Hoets, Thomas Arkwtight, Henry Thomas Wilson, David Broinie, 
J WasserTall, J Cnllis, C Johnaoa, William Smidt, B Fitzdmmon, 
W Collison, James Bruce, Wm Lowen, R Dodson, Bryan Kernes, 
W Harrison, W Dvmkley, D B Wahl, Dan Mills, Duncan McDon- 
nell, John Bayer, J H Ktrkpatrick, Wm Clydesdale, James Bryce, 
H J Diederich, Geo^ Calvert, John Curry, Patrick Farrell, Thos 
Allwright, Thos Wilson, Wm Cocks, Edw Clear, C Sehmieterloew, 
C H Luyt, J J Voa, T Missin, G O Beil, A Martin, Wm Ude- 
mans, sen., B H Flisher, R Wilson, T Filton, B Solomon, sen., E 
Spolander, D Eckardt, M C Beming, G Cotiee, T D van Schalkwyk, 
G P D van Schalkwyk, T Newton, G J Cotaee, N Solomon, W 
Gr^5, T Johnson, J A Carsten, W Jos Cooper, H Beming, Carl 
Eahre, F Falke, John Trent, C T M de Kock, E Vippond, C L 
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fioehm, L P J ran den Berg, Jabet Thorly, J P CkTk, Tbos Ven* 
ham, C J Ackerman, F J BedeliDghuys, P J De VOlkni, Q Brin^ 
J P Leen, £ Allemnn, Fieter Less, F Van Beenen, jnn, Wm 
Barkley, M WoU, A Johnaon, P 8 Moatert, J H Vuser, R Howarth, 
Thos Cowley, Win Hartley, Thos Dodson. C J F Van Dei Kemp^ 
W Boyes, Wm Barber, Geo Findlay, Chaa Banks, J Allen, Albert 
Radcliff, J Tromp, Geo Thome, J F Pfaff, Pet Jac De Vaal, Joaeph 
Wilson, James Simmons, J V Phillips, T W Kennedy, Bentjr 
McDonald, James Hovell, Job Daniel Schatte, James Biyce, Ai 
Js Heyns, Henk Freyler, H A Vessels, Thos Wilson, J M A Yaa 
Blommestein, S H Baard, J J H Smuto, 8 Davis, W J Van D« 
Schyff, H N Pasraore, Wm Guy, J P J Leihrandl, H P Tonkiu, 
H B Ross, M Acker, L Serrurier, J D Tan Hon, A M Heyns, 
J Lacwek, J J KUlian, J G Killian, A Krose, D J Leenweodaalt 
L F van Driel, G Bredenkamp, P L Pentz, Thos Brevers, Z Stem- 
met, TJ Horacks, John Black, Thos Marthece, J G D Villiers, A B 
Weasels, J G de VilUera, J A de Kock, Z D Villiers, J J Carsten, 
W Kellermann, 8 C Deman, J Steyne, J G Voigt, J Hollsbamson, 
BCD Roux, C T van Wyk, Johannes van der Spny, Wm Foelscher, 
R V Kous, C J Villett, H C van Niekerk, A A G du Toit, H Hee- 
gers, W A Lacable, D M Luyt, J G van Sittart, J M D van der 
Boeven, G Thomas, M M Hamman, J J Hannekom, J P Malherbe, 
W W Niekerk, J H de Goede, C M van Schoor, A F Bnrgen, J I J 
van der Merve, J S 8 Vanscboor, J J de Kock, J H J Holtman, A 
F Lacock, Wm Alexander, Wm Mailer, P Gerber, J Boltman, 8 B 
Beinardt, M C Berntng, F F Pentz, sen., J Weideman, S- Jacobzs, 
Jac Acker, T Williams, J Marcus, Hendrik Martinas, A T 
Leman, G A Burger, B G Lategan, J A du Toit, J A Smitt, G P 
Kellerman, W D Smit, C T Beyers, N W Lonbser, W F Marais, 
An Job Wiemar, W A Maree, W.s., P Bonx, sen . C Villet, 
Jan., S W Hofifmeyer, J Schierhout, P Bout, P.b., J H Louw, 
Jan Eerlich, F Williamson, G W Rauch, C Holtman, P L Keeve* 
Alex Frezer, A Hendricks, R H Andersoa, E Morden, G H Villet, 
Wm Holtman, H van Sittert, G J Leibbrandt, C Benange, L 
Frelish, T Heyns, J H Genade, A Laubser, W H Ventura, A van 
Dongen, S J van der Spuy, 8.S., T Poeock, J A Boos, F G J Brink. 
P D RosBouw, D J Smit, H Lightwark, P V D Mervre, A F Dreyer, 
D J van Sitterl, H L Herholdt, J A Roux, H G van Reenen, J R 
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Basson, M J no d» Bpnj, J M Nelaon, Jan., O J. Trnter, Robert 
Hooper, A Tan der Merwe, J F Hejns, P J Kotte, Jan van Schoor, 
J S van der Spay, A Vyser, J J Bardcnfeldt, C Bam, G.F.8., D A 
Tonkin, J H Nolle, M Smnti^ C O Lombard, J A D V Hejdenrycb, 
J J Hannekom, J H Smit, J Palmer, D Winn, Henr; Okey, Thos 
Simons, W Cooper, P G tab Breda, Fred Scheffer, A H Poeiyn, S 
Sbultz, J J B de Labat, A C Courloia, Con Lebrant, Hy Hare, J W 
Coben, David Jonee, Tboa ArmBtrong, H Barbier, M Harris, R C 
Hoeta, Jobn Cooper, Joba Dossan, D K Hofiinan, T. J Jackson, J 
BargeiB, T Jones, Vf Greaden, G Scboonraad, C Fytb, Alex Bun, 
A Oetxen, J G Jansen, D Rnssell, H Cburcb, A Tire, H J Hen- 
driksen, Tboa Marray, Albertus Maraia, Bobt Russell, Chas Brovn- 
low, Stanley Hock, A B de Villiers, R S Andrew, J A van Breda, 
T F Eckhardt, A S Spengler, J F de Wett, W L Niewondt,^ D 
Kilian, T T Beets, Ch. Barcbfield, H de Witt, A J de Villiers, J 
W Anderson, James Brown, C Hoffman, D G De JoDgh, P W 
Neethling, J Langerman, J Malan, Alex Day, Wm Condron, C 
Ckurch, Sam Rose, C Jeffrey, John Patrickson, Adolf Daniels, H 
Bramfield, D Bayner, P Raven, R Scott, Petms J Hendriks, C J 
Leewner, T Wdson,. H Jamieaon, J H McDougal, Albert Noyle, T 
Bamfield, H Sanders, T Norton, A S Hnrlingh, T F Stemmet, P. 
A N Smnts, J C F van Koetsveld, N Tyrholm, D Beets, A J 
laUan, Eml Moatert, Wm Tyrholm,^ h A Saunders, Jac Wihm 
Schibie, Wn> Merrit, Jac Terhart, Alex Tait, Esau Ellar, John 
Timmerman, Wm Bartlet, Thomas Liddle, James Stewart, Wm 
Gr^gs, John Crawford,. J S Adranze, H Euylbolti, J Getaen, 
Wm Hartman, Jan Dodd, S van Rcenen, F.s., Wm Cole, J Leezar, 
J A MuUer, John Je&ey, M Daniels, H Urmslin, H C Tbget, 
O M Bergh, 8 F Dormehl, C H Pentz, F J Eotze, D G Fock, 
P J Botha, R H Ardeme, Andrs Brink, D Son, C F Juritj:, Geo. 
Barker, J Collison, J A Wahl, C Coldrey, J C Berrange, A M 
Horak, A Henderson, J C Sbickerting, B Ayres, jun. Dr Webr, sen., 
A N van der Merwe, W A Maree> C P Meyer, J J A Muller, P M 
Luyt, P.S., H Scbutte, J J Rowc, P 3 Mania, J P Jordan, J G B 
Zandenberg, P J Lonw, J van Less^ J D Smit, J P Heynes, J C 
MaruB, Gab F Hngo, M F Martheze, J A Kannemeyer, H Hen- 
driksen, K Lacock, R Sibbery, John Nickerk, C^T Reinbardt^ 
A Fo. Oostendal, J H Wolhuter, A Eddymon, J Nowers, J J Dryer» 
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P Brink, Wm BostQ&D, James Norman, Thos H Chapel, G&briel T 
Boui, Chad Osnald, M Smuts, W L Neethling, M Lambreclits, 
C J RoBsoBw, J J Barger, C E Grandlingb, T B M&rais, P L de 
Manielle, J A Moolmai), J & Lonw, A.i., M J H&tfield, H DaTid- 
son, T F Rom, Robt Parratt, D A Villiers, A Hoffmeyer. S C Pal- 
vie, G ran Sittart, Jobannefl Mostcrt. H de Waall, J B Celmejer, ) 
Cruywagen, J A H Wicht, J P Dosing, J V Meyer, A. 3 van Breda, 
H J Hofmeyer, J T Jurgens, H Lehmensick, F P Dert, H Crighton, 
B Heckroodt, Thos Hoare, H J" Wasserfal, J H Hofmeyer, D Ten- 
nant, 1 G Stadler, F G Watermeyer, P Marais, AFC Lind, D G van 
Breda, F Le Suenr Fleck, M.D., Alex Brown, Cbr.. M Crean, E 
Bock, G T Kemp, T W Eksteen, S S Leibbrandt, J H Buxraan, C 
M Mossmann, P Wied, M J de Olitiera, Ji AbercTombie, M.D., h 
Butter, Tho9 Thoroe, J de Kock, H W Long, J P de Jough, A 
TeubeB, H Ashly, J F ran Keenen, Jas Thorn, F S Watermeyer, 
i H Redelinghuys, C Marais, Thos Sli^b, E G Aspeling, 
J H Bam, J F Kirsten, sen., L Maninard, W C Binman, W F 
TOD Ludwig, F B Stegmann, WUliam Thomas, J, G. Stegmann, 
L W C Beck, C N Russouw, sen., C £ Wentxel, C B Solomon, 
C H Ebeling, Cbr Fleck, M.D., Jamea Halkett, O J Tmter, 
F 3 MuUer, H Mader, M C Voss, P. Rocher, S de Kock. sen, 
Fraas Kirsten, G H Behr, Jacob Watermeyer, J U Moller, 
J H G Schrikker, J P Tolsteedt. J Fitzpatrick, A Wahl, J Anda 
de Wet, O Sod, D J AspeUng, jun., Robert Crofts Jones, F S 
Beniing. William Carroll. P J Pentz, J H Ungerer, J Thome, 
B Villet, C N Neetbliag, WilUam RuthTen, sen., J Wannenbnrg, 
Willem Esterbnyse, P W F Bochie, Jos Dixie, J M de Kock, 
F Schenck, A W Lotz, Thomas Stevensoii, J. C Silberbauer, 
P P de Villiers, Ahm P de Villiers, D J Wahl. C J Brand, Joseph 
Smith, JAapeUng, PDerHoeven, A P van Niekerk, JWVers- 
veld, Jobn Wilson, Martin Hansen, D P Brbk, D.i., J H Kiexer, 
H A SUez, W C Meyer, J W Wesaela, S J Krynauvr, J H Blanck- 
eaberg, J H Leaar, Charles MuUer, C W Meyer, sen., Jos Bc^y, 
SPWaldek, A Bridell, FBBester, HHdeWaal, AMJBosman, 
B J Brand, W S de Voa, C H AttweU, P B WolTaardt, J J Hof- 
meyer, G J Bosman, N Moss, J P Cloete, Jan Jacobs, G.s., 
C M Villet, sen., D S A Wagner, J T Pocock. P J Deneyssen, 
V B Tesselaar, P £ Hdmmes, M Pentz, 6 8 Hill, J N Votr^ 
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P J CHtboff, C W Crole, H S,T lUchter, W BenuDg, J F 
Schierliont, John W Barker, R J Boss, J A Heydeniycli, Peter 
Tonldn, O J hajt, M G Vlotmaa, C F Vao Reenen, F Lo^er 
B de Rooe, G Jessap, B B H Daneel, A J M Von der Hoeren, J H 
Beck, J J Penta, A Van der Hoeven, J Brynt, G J Hoflinan, C H 
Bosenberg, N Van der Hoeren, M A Smuts, Thos Thoma^ N W 
Me^er, J S Ldbbrandt, D H W Vessd, Jan Scfautte, Hear; Stovers 
S Day, G G de Villiers, J Bosman, J P Ingnm, Z C de Beer, Robt 
TanderSchyff, HTBam, JraoBeenen, J A Son, JJdeKock,JL 
PhUlijw, Patrick Cullen, H Coetaee, H T Wickon^ M P Van der Spuy, 
T J Hitcbcock, G C Brand. P A van dw Weathuizen, P. s„ D MackUn, 
J C Van der Hoeven, P G Swart, S V Hofmeyer, 6 J Jaoobse^ D Gr 
Mnller, J S C Storm, F L Siebitz, J C Cleenwerk-, P de Waal. A boq, 
P Backenpoel, Hendrik Lezftr, Thos Hudson, Thoa F Bowler^ 
J Sronta, J. H Van Beeoen, W Maclean, J Smats, F Hassonw, 



ADDRESS, &c. 



To Sir A. Stockeksthom, Bart., &c., C. J. Brand^ 
F. W. Reetz, and J. Faibbaibn, Esqra. 

Cape of Good Hope, 24tb September, 1850. 
Gentlemen, — We, the undersigned landed pMprie*- 
tors, tnerchantB and others, all inhabitants of this 
Colony, b^ herewith to tender you our moat sincere 
and unqualified approval for having- lately resigned 
your seats in Council in consequence of the majority 
thereof having", contrary to the general wish of the 
public, declared by resolution, their intention of en- 
tering upon other business than the mere drafting of 
the future Constitution, which, according' to the humble 
opinion of the imdersigned, should be sulmiitted to the 
future Colonial Parliament, duly representang- the 
landed and other interests, as the only ^per and 
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competent authority for that purpose, and whose deli- 
berations upon those matters, the Council are thus 
proceedii^ to anticipate. 

We iave the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 

(Signed in Cape Town.) 
J J L Smuts, J de Wet, P J. Hanpt, Ch Fleck, F Le Suear 
Fleck, G E Overbeek, sen., J N de VilUen, C Schmieterloew. 
D M Bergb, D G de Jongb, N Stenhouae, J H Blackenbei^ len.. 
A N E Changcion, C F Juritz, C. H. Bosenberg, Ab. Bnmt, J H 
A ^leht, S. Hofmejr, J H Bedelingbnys, Tobiu J. Rons, A H 
Hofmeyer, J A Smuts, sea., J M Majnard, HerculeH G Jairia, J J de 
Kock, J A Schonegevel, J Gerber, Jno William Lotz, G Ward, 
P W A Haupt, Ph.s. J G Mecbau, F G Muller, A Fawre, J.a., 
J A Stoll, W H Langachmidt, B L Baur, W Maskew, Daniel 
Hanpt, E J Jones, J Blomeken, J P Deneys A. son, J C Schi- 
kerling, W A Bergb, K A O Truter, J A Eeraten, sen., J A Bam, 
Fred S Watermeyer, S F Dormehl, C M Mnasmann, Thos Elliott, 
M Bnchfink, P Richter, D H Wondbe^, J P Volsteedt, P J 
Botha, JHWicht, F Godf Watermeyer. PA Brand, J G S de 
Tinier^ Jobn A Ros, P E Hammea, C A Fairbridge, J de Kock, 
And Brink. A. s., D J Aspeling, jnn., F P Dert, S Golding. A van 
der HoeTen, D Kannemeyer, J S Leibbrandt, J Bniry Munnik, 
J W J Versfeld. John Barry, aen., J W Brunt, J H Lesar, J P de 
Jongh, D. P. Marais, P Maraia. J F Scbierbout, Alex Brown, Cbr. 
H G Mnntingb. AW Beck, C R Barrya, P J Olthoff. J F G 
Ketersen, R H Ardeme, P J Denyaaen, W S de Vos, J C Vos, 
M C Vos Pent!. J V West, H W Long, J C Wesaela, J Bunder, 
J J H Smuts, T F H ScholtB, J G Richter, C F M.de Kock. 3 N 
Vos, M Smuta, M.s.. Thos Eaglesin. J Meyer de Kock. D 6 van 
Breda, Tbo Thomas, C H Nelson, A D Krynanw, M A Smnts, 
M C Yos, jnn., ) C Cmywagen, A Spolander, N P Ruaaouw, 
H A Bam, 6 t B Mnller, J 7 van den Bei%, P J Pentz. jun., 
F S Beming, J MacGregor. T J Mathew. J B Bariy, A Brink, 
J A Scbickerling, J Brink. D.8., S P Waldek, Dan MiUa. J F Tan 
Beenen, T H Bom, D Kannemeyer. J H Boxmann, J C Silberbauer, 
Thomas Shepherd, Thomas Thome, John Philip, R J Ross, T Bolton,. 
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J W Steensma, A HeydenFych, J T Pocook, J W Meyer, G P C 
Kotze. D T LBmbrechta. P J Brink, W Steenkunp, May. F P 
Smit; A Teubes, Thomu Bamfield, William fianpt, M Jurgem, 
C H Fanre, Thomas Abel Beck, J J Meintjes, jun., A J Wolhoter, 
Thomas Maloae, C P Schneegaiis, Jan Jacobz, G.s., B Maaadorp, 
Servaaa Johamies de Kock, Daniel Therou, D.s., C. Pick, GPB 
Smitb, J D Glin Wright, J Kriel, J Peotz, jun., R J Heydenrych, 
M L Neethling, J A Hofmeyr, J G Eilian, H Mortiii, T Grimes, 
D Kiliao, G J Luyt, J A StoU, B J van de Sandt de VOlien, T P 
Hill, C W Meyer, J H Verafeld, J Kachelhoffer, H Ashl^, 
W Weideman, A V Bergh, William Tutt, W L Blore, A J Pannewet, 
John Lindenberg, A P J van der Poel, D A DenyaseD, George C 
Wolhater, S P Wolhuter, J Kriitzmaiin, P L Morkel, R Yatea, 
PZMorkel, C A Haupt, sen., James Heekey, J G Mecban, 11 
Frylinck, F R Tessetaar, J H Beck, D G Fock, G J Hoffmann, 
P J Botha, H Richter, George Barker, Jobn W. Barker, J A Wahl, 
J P DusiDg, J C Schikerling, K de Kock, H 1 Hofmeyr, A J 
Tan Breda, Robert Ayres, jnn., M G Vlotmau, H Lehmendck, 
H Crighton, C TiQet, sen., D S A Wagatu, James Cameron, 
B de Roos, J Fitzpatrick, C B Solomon, C H Ebeling, AFC 
Lind, P Marais, James Halkett, F J Muller, E Mader, M C 
Vos, P. Rocher, George Thomas Kemp, G, Aspeling, J. Wolff, 
L. Serrarier, Benjamin Dixie, M Pentz, P Harmsen, L W C Beck, 
6 N Mecbau, F J Kotze, A J Zeederberg, C Berrange, James 
Hudson, CvanBenen, C W Crole, MPeatz,M.s., C. Marais, 
Francis Dodds, O J Truter, sen., C H Luyt, J L Phillips, J W 
Eksteen, J H Bam, J F Kirsten, J S Leibrandt, L Marquard. Jacob 
Watermeyer, W F J von Ludwig, J H G Schrikker, M J de 
Oliveira, J G St^mann, R Villet, H Stegmana, A Wahl, J H 
Ungerer, P G A Boeder, Robert van der Schyff, PScbenck,AW 
LoU. 
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XIV. 

GOVEENMENT NOTICE. 

ColoniBl Office, Cap« of Good Hope, Znct Oct. 1850. 

With reference to the Government Notice of the 
S5th ultimo, directing- the publication of a Letter ad- 
dreesed by His Excellency the Governor to seven 
Members of Legislative Council, requesting them to as- 
semble as a Board of Commissioners, and, after resuming 
the consideration of the several matters connected with 
the proposed Constitution for the Colony, to submit 
their Report upon the subject to him,— His Excellency, 
having received their Report, has directed the publica- 
tion thereofj for general information. 

His Excellency has also fiirther directed it to be 
notified, that should any persons be desirous of pre- 
senting Petitions either in favour of or against the 
whole or any part of the Recommendations contained 
in this Report, His Excellency will be happy to re- 
ceive them, and to forward them to the Secretary-of 
Statej for his Lordship's consideration. 

By command of His Excellency the Governor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to Goreroment. 



REPORT. 

Cape Tovn, 30th September, 1850. 
To His Excellency Sir H. G. Smith, Bart., G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. &c. &c. 
I. We, the undersigned, nominated by your Excel- 
lency to act as a Board of Comoauspioners for the pur- 
pose of resuming and completing the consideration of 
the several subjects which were before the Committee 
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of the Legislative Council, appointed to enquire into 
and report upon the proposed Constitution for the 
fiiture Government of the Colony, at the time when the 
proceedings of the Committee were interrupted by the 
retirement of the four Members of Council who recently 
resigned, — have investigated the matters to us referred, 
and have agreed to the following Report : 

II. By your ExceUency's letter, appointing- ua to 
act, we observe that your purpose is to transmit our 
Report, with your own Remarks, and any Petition 
from the Colonists to the Right Honourable the Secre- 
tary of State, " in order that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment may be in a position to determine upon the course 
which it shall be fitting to adopt in regard to the esta- 
blishment of Representative Institutions at the Cape." 
From this it follows that the course of legislating upon 
the subject by Ordinance, as prescribed by Her Ma- 
jraty's Letters Patent of the Twenty-third of May, 
1850, having become, in fact, impracticable for the 
present, has been abandoned by your Excellency j and 
as thK unavoidable change of plan will necessarily re- 
quire the recall of those Letters Patent, and the issue 
either of other Lettera Patent or of an Order in Coun- 
cil, we shall not, in this Report, regard the provisions 
contained in the existing Letters Patent as necessarily 
withdrawn from our consideration. 

III. The Letters Patent of the 83rd May, 1850, 
ratablished the following points : — 

1st. That the Colonial Legislature should consist of 
a Governor, a Legislative Council, and a Bouse of 
Assembly ; both Chambers to be entirely elective, ex- 
cept as to one person, viz., — the President of the 
Legislative Council. 
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Sndly. That the Chief Justice of the Colony for the 
time being- should, «r officio^ be the President of the 
Legislative CounciL 

Sirdly. That both Chambers might be dissolved to- 
gether, shoiild the Governor think fit, or the Assembly 
be dissolved without the Legislative Council. 

IV. We believe that the expediency of a Second 
Chamber is not now questioned by any influential 
portion of the Colonists, and we consider it unnecessary 
to dwell upon a subject on which there exists, it is be- 
lieved, little or no diversity of opinion. 

V. Inregardto that provision of the existing; Letters 
Patent which constitutes the Chief Justice President 
of the Legislative Council, the case is very difierent. 
This subject was discussed in the Committee of the 
Legislative Couucfl, and the Members were unani- 
mously of opinion that Her Majesty should be humbly 
solicited to rescind a provision which seemed to bring 
the head of lie Supreme Court into a connection with 
the g'eneraJ business of the Ijegislature too close to 
consist with the preservation of that deg^ree of respect, 
from all parties, which so high a ma^trate should at 
all times command, — and which, by combining- in one 
person the distinct duties of making and of expounding 
the law, must tend to lessen the confidence of the public 
tbat they will be sure to receive from the Chief Justice 
in his judicial capacity, interpretations of the law, 
which shall be wholly free frvm any previous bias aris- 
ing from opinions g^iven by him in his capacity as a 
member of the Ijegislative Council. We believe that 
the inconveniences likely to be felt from requiring the 
high functionary in question to descend fivm the bench 
of justice into the arena of Colonial politics, would far 
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outweigh all the advantages which could be expected 
to result from such a meaaure. And we, therefore, 
venture to express our hope that Her Majesty, taking 
into consideration the universal repugnance which 
exists to risking in such a way, the future character of 
the administration of justice in this Colony, will be 
pleased to rescind the provision upon which we are 
observing, and to leave to the Legislative Council the 
election of its own President. 

VI. The powers conferred upon the Governor by 
the Letters Patent in regard to the dissolution of both 
Houses tc^ther, or the House of Assembly separately, 
we view as being extremely salutary. 

We are aware that very many of the public, takings, 
■as we conceive, defective views of the objects, uses, and 
advantages of a Second Chamber, and desiring to 
place the whcAe power of the Colony in the hands of 
the Assembly, are prepared to insist that the Assembly 
shall, in no case, be dissolved unless the Legislative 
Council be dissolved at the same time. It is probable, 
indeed, that a large numerical majority of the inhabit- 
ants will be found to advocate this restriction upon the 
right of dissolution. We cannot, however, hesitate to 
say that we should regard such a restriction as short- 
sighted and mischievous. It appears to us .that one 
main end of a Second Chamber is, to moderate the 
action of popular excitement, and if, in every case of 
dissolution, the Members of both Houses are to be 
elected at the very same time, this main end must be, 
almost necessarily, sacrificed. No reason can, we 
think, be given for establishing a qualification, as 
regards age, or property for the Members of the Upper 
House diiFerent from that required for Members of 
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£he Lower, or, indeed, for establishing an Upper 
House at all, which will not be a reason for rejecting^ 
the principle that at the very moment when popular 
excitement will be, presumably, most violent, the 
Members of both Houses shall be chosen under the 
same impulse. Persona who would arrange the dura- 
tion of both Houses, under ordinary eircumatances, 
so as to have the elections for both contemporaneous, 
might yet, most rationally and consistently, make an 
exception ia the peculiar case of dissolution. But how 
persons who think that there is a reason imder ordinary 
circumstances, for arranging the duration of the two 
Houses, so as to have the election for both at different 
times, can rationally and consigtentiy maintain that in 
Ijie peculiar case of a dissolution, the elections for both 
Houses shall, for once, be simultaneous, we do not 
understand. We thra-efore humbly recommend, that' 
tie provision of the existing Letters Patent rdative to 
the right of dissolution be retained in any other 
instrument by which the new Constitution may be 
finally established. 

VII. We sh^ now proceed to submit to your 
Excellency thesevCTal points considered and provision- 
ally agreed upon by the Committee of the Legislative 
Council previous to the interruption to its labours 
already mentioned :— 

1. That the Parliament ought to consist of a Governor 
and two Houses, — a Legislative Council and a House 
of Assembly,— was, as we have already stated, unani- 
mously resolved. 

2. Itwasunanimoiisly resolved,— That the Members 
of the Assembly should be chosen for three years. 

8. It was unanimously resolved, — ^That every person, 
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not subject to any special disqualification, who should 
have occupied, for his own use and benefit, within the 
limits of any Electoral Division, for twelve calendar 
months, fixed property of the value of £25, should be 
entitled to be regist^ed as a voter, and to vote, in that 
division, for Members of Assembly. 

4. It was unanimously resolved, — ^That the twenty 
existing- fiscal divisions of the Colony should be, respec- 
tively, electoral divisions, returning- each two Members 
to the Assembly; that the Municipalities of Cape 
Town and Green Point, voting- as oneElectoral Division, 
shcwld return four Members, — and that the Munici- 
paUty of Graham's Town, as another Electoral Division, 
should return two Members ; — maldng m all, a House 
of Assembly of 46 Members. 

6. It was unanimously resolved, — That any person 
qualified to be registered as a voter, and to vote for 
Members of Assembly, in any Mectm-al Division, might 
be himself elected a Member of Assembly for any 
Electoral Division. 

6. It was unanimously resolved,— That the Legislar 
tive Council should consist of 15 Members. 

7. It was unanimously resolved,— That Members of 
both Houses should receive fi^m the Colonial Bevenue 
a ■daily allowance for expenses whilst attending their 
legislative duties, and also travelling expenses upon 
the principle of mileage. 

B. It was resolved, by a majority,— That the quah- 
fication of the electors for both Houses should be the 
same. 

9. It was resolved, by a majority, — That no person 
under 30 years of age should be competent to be 
.elected a Member of the Legislative CounciL 
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10. It was resolved, by a majority, — That no person 
should be competent to be elected a member of the 
Legislative Council who should not be the owner of 
fixed property, within the Colony, to the value of £2000 
above all registered incumbrances thereon, or the owner 
of fixed property to the value of £2000 who should not 
be worth £4000 above all debts. 

11. It waa resolved, by a majority, — ^That of the 
Members of the L^slative Council first chosen, seven 
should, by lot, vacate their seats at the end of five 
years, and the remaining eig'ht at the end of 10 years, 
in such manner, that, except in cases of dissolution, 
there should be elections of seven Memb^s and of eight 
Members alternately, every five years, so that each 
Member, after these first ele(!ted, should sit for 10 
years. 

12. It was resolved, by a majority,— That for the 
purpose of every election of Members of the Legislative 
Conneil, that 22 Hectoral Divisions before alluded t© 
should each, by a majority of votes, choose a number 
of candidates equal to the whole number of Members 
then to be fleeted, and that the required niimbet of 
Members should be those candidates for whom the 
greatest number of Electoral Divisions should be found 
to have voted. 

13. It was unanimously resolved, — That no person 
holding any office of profit under Her Majesty within 
the Colony should be eligible to be elected as a Mem- 
ber of either of the two chambers, and that any Member 
of ejtber chamber accepting" any such office should 
ipso facto vacate his seat. 

VIII. The foregoing are, we conceive, the only 

E 
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poiuta of any importance which were provisionally 
agreed upon in the Committee of the Legislative Coim- 
eil, And in order to place your Excellency in a poai- 
,tion to judge of the balance of opinion amongst the 
Members of the Committee upon those points in regard 
to which they were not unanimous, — we attach to this 
Report a copy of the Minutes signed by the Clerk of 
the Council. 

IX. Fully recognizing the vdue of a suggestion 
contained in your Excellency's letter appointing us to 
act, we are desirous not to depart, unless upon the 
clearest grounds, from any of the conclusions at which 
the Committee of the Legislative Council had arrived. 
It would, however, he wrong to conceal from your 
SIxoellency that some difference of opinion exists 
amongst us regarding the proposed qualification, ea 
-well for ^ Electors as for the Members of the 
Legislative -CounciL Whether these matters should 
lemazn as already fixed, or whether a higher property 
qualification should not he required for Electors of 
the Council than for Electors of the Assembly, and the 
property qualification of Members of Council, as voted 
in Committee, be, in that event, reduced, are important 
questions iupon which our opinions are not in unisoa, 
and upon which the sense of the Colony at large has 
not yet been ascertained. Regarding it as impwtant 
that the two Houses of Parliament should, re^c- 
tively, be so constituted as to exhibit as many divCT- 
eities m may consist with ultimate agreement and sub- 
stantial sameness of origin and objects, we can discern 
no quality by which the Council Can be distingTiished 
from the Aseembly, more marked, or more salutary, or 
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more calculated to secure independence of action, than 
that of representing, in a peculiar manner, the property 
of the Colony, and with it those qualities, intellectual 
and moral, which the poBseaaon of property, generally 
apeaking, imphes. But the manner and degree in 
which this heneficial principle shoidd be acted on are 
matters of much difficulty, and your Excellency will 
not, we think, be in a position to determine them con- 
clusively until the sentiments of the public shall have 
heen more generally declared. 

X. The mode of conducting business adopted in 
the Committee of the Legislative Council was to read 
and consider the Report of the Right Honourable the 
Committee of Council for Trade and Plantations, of 
the 19th January, 1850, paragraph by paragraph, 
and upon our assembling, as a Board of Commis- 
sioners, under your Excellency's authority, we deemed 
it advisable to continue the same course. Pursuing 
this system, we resumed the subject matter of that 
Report at section 31, the clause at which the Com- 
mittee of the Council left off, when rising for the last 
time. 

XI. We are humbly of opinion that it will be 
advisable, at least in the first instance, to abstain from 
all legislation regarding the right of any Officers of 
Government to take part in the discussions of either 
House of Parliament. It appears to be a grave 
departure from the principle of withdrawing all Officers 
of Government from party contests, to place any of 
those Officers in the position of discussing questions in 
either House, which can scarcely fail to involve them, 
more or Jess, in party contests. So far as the principle 

JE 2 
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of non-interference is concemedj we can pcredve little 
difference in speaking- and voting' as Members, and 
speaking; without voting as Officers, except that Officers 
who attend ex officio are perhaps more Ukely to. become 
politically and personally obnoxious, than Officers 
entitled to sit and vote as Members popularly elected. 
Should either of the Houses require information which 
any Officer of Government is supposed to be capable 
of affording;, that Officer will, of course upon applica- 
tion to the Governor, be directed to attend and give all 
the information in hia power. And if it should here- 
after be found that the public interests suffer from the 
want of some Officers of Government to explain and 
support Government measures in both "Houses,— the 
Parliament will, when the evil shall have been prac- 
tically experienced, be in a position to devise and apply 
the safest remedy. 

XII. Connected with the subject just observed upon 
is another, which, though it can scarcely enter into the 
formal legislation necessary for establishing the new 
Constitution, is, nevertheless, so much aMn to the 
principle of making the Officers of Government entirely 
non-political, that those of us whom it most immediately 
concerns, desire to bring it under your Excellency's 
notice. We allude to the constitution and fimctions of 
the Executive Council. At present, the Members of 
the Executive Council are all Officers of Government. 
By the Royal Instructions they are enjoined to advise 
the Governor upon all matters which he shall bring 
before them ; and he, in turn, is enjoined to call for their 
advice upon all matters of importance. But if certain 
Officers of Govei-nment are to advise his Excellency in 
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regard to what measures he should propose to the 
Parliament ;— in regard to what measures of the Par- 
liament he should amend and return ; and, more than 
all, in reg;ard to what measures of the Parliament he 
should wholly disallow:— it will, we fear, be impossible 
to preserve, those Officers from being mixed up, — or, at 
least, from being supposed to be mixed up, — with those 
party contests from which it is intended to withdraw 
them. It is to be feared that should they at any time 
feel constrained to offer advice opposed to the impulse 
of the hour there will be turned against them, aa a 
clique of secret advisers, a tide of popular indignation 
stronger by far than any which they could have 
encountered had they, in one or other of the Chambers, 
been privilege, as Members amongst tiieir fellow 
Members, to urge their reasons in open and feir debate. 
Those of US who belong to the Executive Council, 
whilst prepared to take upon us any responsibility which 
Her Majesty shall be pleased to impose, feel it to be our 
duty to bring this subject, tim)u^ your Excellency, 
under the notice of Her Majesty's Grovemment and the 
Colonial Public. 

XIII. Proceeding to the important subject of a 
" Civil List," we observe that the Kight Honourable' 
the Committee of Trade and Plantations appear to- 
recommend the adoption of the following principles. 

1st. That the fixed, (as contra-distinguished from the- 
unfixed,) Expenditure should, before the summoning of 
a Parliament, be provided for by law. 

Snd. That the remainder of the public Bevemie 
should be appropriated, annually or otherwise, by the 
. Parliuuent, as the Parliament should think fit. 
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3rd. That it should be competent for the Parliament, 
by any Act duly pa^ed, to provide, as it should think 
expedient, for alterations in that Fixed Expenditure 
whichj until 80 altered, would remain, as already 
stated, under the sanction of a law. 

4th. That Her Majesty would be g;raciously pleased! 
so to exercise her powers, as at all times to confirm- 
without hesitation, all laws passed with a honaJideTitytai 
reducing- expenditure, in case they were consistent with 
a due regard to the claims of individuals on the public 
faith, with, however, two exceptions, that is to say, first, 
laws lowering the salary of the Governor, and secondly, 
laws diminishing " the appropriations now made from 
the Colonial Revenue for the maintenance of the 
Establishments required for the preservation of order 
and the spread of civilization amongst the border 
tribes." From laws coming within either of these two 
exceptions it seems to be intimated that Her Majesty's 
sanction might be properly withheld, although no 
claims of individuals were therein involved. 

XIV. We have given to this delicate and difficult 
question the fullest consideration in our power ; and 
we have come to the conclusion that, subject to the 
preservation of the public faith in regard to any exist- 
ing rights now vested in particular individuals, the 
entire Bevenue of the Colony should be at the dis- 
posal of the Pailiament. 

XV. That any portion of the Public now harbours 
the design of subjecting all existing salaries to the 
pleasure of the future Assembly and Legislative 
Council, with a view of removing from office, or re- 
ducing the income of such public officers as may not 
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chance to be populw with those bodles^^-we should be 
sorry to beHeve. It is our impression that few weuld^ 
at present, be found to dispute the justice of the sen-' 
timent contained in the foUowing extract from the* 
Report of the Right Honourable the Committee of 
Trade and Plantations:— "Men who have abandoned 
other prospeets for the purpose of accepting Colonial' 
employment, which they had reason to expect would 
be permanent, and who hare grounds of public faith, 
and on contracts which on their side have hitherto' 
been strictly fiilfilled, ought to retain their present 
salaries, so long as they conduct themselves properly, 
or to receive adequate compensation for their loss." 
Acting upon this view we would propose that the 
reasonable rights of existing officers should be placed 
under Her Majesty's protection. If the majority of 
the inhabitants shall approve, as we think they wil^ 
of aflFotding tiiis protection,— the provision m that 
behalf will meet general acceptance, and tf the 
majority of the inhabitantfl, having ulterior views, 
should imfortunately disapprove of what would appear 
to be but an act of justice, — we submit that the pro- 
tection recommended will, on that account, be only the 
more necessary. 

XVI. His Excellency will not, we trust, under- 
stand us as meaning to say that all existing salaries 
are to be unconditionally guaranteed. We are aware 
that all existing public servants have " not the same 
claim to consideration, and we have no desire to fetter, 
in regard to any public servant, Her Majesty's royal 
pleasure. We only mean to submit that the Parlia- 
ment should take over all Her Majesty's existing 
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contrtacts) as well those with public servants as with 
all other people, in the plight and condition in which 
they stand. We, therefwe, recommend a clause to 
the effect that all persons holding' office under Her 
Majesty at the time of the coming" into operation of 
the new Constitution^ should continue t« receive their 
salaries during* their term of office, without reduction? 
unless Her Majesty should otherwise determioe. 

XVII. In thus offering our humble opinion that no 
permanent Civil List should be reserved by law, bat 
merely existing individual rights preserved, bo that 
when this temporary arrangement shall gradually 
cease to operate, by offices successively becomii^ 
vacant, the entire Colonial Revalue should be subject, 
without exception, to the power of the Parliament, — 
we would not be understood as thinking it expedient 
that the whole of the PubHc Establishments should be 
at all times provided for by annual vote. It would 
not, we think, be either wise or proper to leave all 
salaries and services, of whatever nature, to be the 
subject of annual fetation, and, perhaps, contention. 
But our conviction is, that whilst, in regard to certain 
services, an appropriati<Hi more permanent than 
annual, will be highly expedient, the power of making 
that more permwieut appropriation cannot be with- 
drawn from the Parliament without a sacrifice of the 
great principles upon which a Parliament is granted, 
and without occasioning, throughout the Colony, deep 
and general discontent If, at this moment, no equity 
existed in favour of particular individuals, growing out 
of Her Majesty's previous arrangements, — we cannot 
see how the granting of Representative Institutions at 
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all; could be defended upon my groiuids which would 
not be also grounds Ibr leaving to the RepreeentatiTes, 
when chosen, the right (^fixing the scale of remunera- 
tion to be paid for services in which, as the Beport of 
the Committee of Trade truly observes, " the Colonists 
alone are interested." Should Her Majesty be pleased 
to provide that officers appmnted by Her Majesty 
shall not previously to her gracious grant of Il«pre- 
sentative Institutions, have their position essentially 
altered by the fact that she has been moved to make 
that gracious grant, few persons, it is hoped,— will 
object to such a provision. But further than this it 
will, we think, be unadvisable to go, until the Parlia- 
ment shall be assembled, and the course of removing 
from the precarious class of annual grants certain 
kinds of expenditure, not admitting of, or not requir- 
ing, annual revision, — shall have been, by the Parlia- 
ment, considered and adopted. 

XVIII. The principles by which we propose to 
regulate the salaries of existing Civil Servants, will 
equally apply to the salaries of the existing Clergy of 
the several denominations which receive Government 
aid, — and to all pensions and retiring allowances, and, 
it would also seem, that all public servants now in 
office, should have their claims to future pensions, 
(estimated according to the principles applicable to 
such claims at the time when they respectively entered 
office) recognized and secured. 

XIX. We shall now advert to a few points, more 
or less important j which, though not arising directly 
out of the Report of the Board of Trade, seem ta 
require notice. 
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XX. We are of opinion that the followingf g^eneral 
disqualifications should be established in regard to 
Membership of either House of Parliament^ in addition 
to any other disqualifications already mentioned : — 

1. Persons under 31 years of age. 

2. Persons not bom in this Colony,, and not being 
natural bom subjects of the Queen. 

We consider that Naturalization Actfr should not 
qualify persona alien bom. By the Statute Laws of 
England, no Naturalization Act can be- introduced 
which doe& not contain a clause disabling the paity 
from sitting in Parliament, and although in rare 
instances of great rank or splendid services, this 
statutory prohibition has been, through courtesy, 
repealed, it never, we believe, occurs that any parties* 
naturalized by Act of Parliament, become Members 
of either House. 

3. Uncertificated Insolvents. 

4. Persons of unsoimd mind. 

6. Peraoiw convicted of treason, murder, rape, fi^ud,. 
perjury, or falsity. 

6. Persons holding oflSce of profit under Her 
Majesty within the Colony, and persons in the military 
or naval service of the Crown, and in active employ- 
ment. 

7. Contractors with the Government. 

XXI. We are of opinion that the same general dis- 
qualifications which we have just enumerated in regard 
to membership, should also destroy the right of voting, 
with the two exceptions, that aliens naturalized by 
either the Imperial or Colonial Parliament, and Con- 
tractors with the Government, should be competent to 
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be r^;i8tered as electors, and to rote, in conformity 
with Ihe law o£ England, on these heads. 

XXII. We are of opinion, that provision should 
be made m vhatever instrument ehall be issued for 
establishiag; the new Constitution, for regTstering- the 
Electors of the Colony, in their several Field-cometcies 
or Mxmicipal Wards, — so as to frame an accurate 
Divisional List for each Electoral Division, — since, by 
no other means could even the first election be con- 
ducted, without great coniiision and unavoidable irre- 
gTilarity. 

XXIII. We are of opinion, that provision should 
be made, requiring^ that all Bills, directly or by con- 
struction, imposing any burthen, or charge, upon the 
inhabitants of the Colony, or any of them, should 
originate in the Aasembly, but be capable of being 
returned by the Legislative Council, or the Governor, 
with amendments. And we are also of opinion, that 
it should not be lawful for either the Assembly or the 
Council to pass, or for the Governor to assent to, any 
Bill, appropriating any part of the Colonial Revenue, 
unless the Governor, on Her Majesty's behalf, shall 
first have recommended to the Assembly to make pro- 
vision for the specific purpoae contemplated by such 
appropriation. This, we may observe, h in keeping 
with an old and inflexible rule of the British House of 
Commons, from the practice of which it has been in- 
troduced into most Colonial Legislatures, and its 
wisdom is too apparent to require any comment. 
Should either House desire an expenditure for any 
purpose which the Governor, of his own motion, does- 
not bring forward for consideration, an address to His- 
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ExceUency, requesting him to recommeod to the 
Assembly to make provision for the object in view, 
will scarcely fail of auccesB, unlees there be something 
in the state of the Revenue, or the nature of the eer- 
vice proposed to be provided for, which renders a 
compliance with the Address impracticable. 

5,XIV. Should your Excellency, after considering 
the several matters contained in this Report, deem it 
advisable that they should be put into the form 
of a Draft Law, so as to be connected with the 
various details which they necessarily require, it will 
be competent for your Excellency to direct the Attor- 
ney-General to prepare for publication in the Colony, 
and, after due pubhcation, transmission to England, 
such a Draft Instrument as shall seem to him best 
calculated to meet the end in view. 

XXV. We have, in conclusion, to lay before your 
Excellency, a Document drawn up by the two last 
midersigned, for the purpose of being attached to tiiis 
Report, and treating of the form of Govenunent alleged 
to be necessary for, and to be demanded by the 
inhabitants of the Extern Districts of this Colony. 
Kot considering that the subject of this document falls 
within the scope of our commission, we abatain from 
making any observations thereupon. 



John Montagu, Sec. to Government. 

Harry Rivebs, Treasurer-General, 

Wm. Hope, Auditor-General, 

Wm. Porter, Attorney-General, 

W. Field, Collector of H.M.'s Customs, 

W. CopK, Member of Legislative Couadl, 

R. GoDLONTON, Member of Legis. Council. 



MEMORIAL TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE 

GOVERNOR. 

To His Excelleney Lieut.-General Sir Henby Geoboe 

Wakelth Smith, G.C.B., Governor and Coraman- 

der-in-Chief of the Cape of Good Hope, &c. &c. &e. 

The Memorial of the imdersigned Merchants, Land 
Owners, and other inhabitants of this city and neigii- 
bourhood. 

Bespeotfukly sheweth, 

That your Memorialists have observed with deep 
regret the dissolution of the Legislative Council, by 
which the Colony has been deprived, for an indefinite 
period, of that l^fal channel which Her Majesty, by 
her Letters Patent, had prescribed for giving; effect to 
her most gracious inf«ntion of granting Representa- 
tiTe Institutions to this country ; and that in conse- 
quence, your Excell^icy has been compelled to resort 
to the app(»ntment of Commissions? for resuming the 
consideration of the provisions for the Constitution so 
abruptly tarminated. 

In publishing the Comraissioners' Report, your Me- 
morialists have observed with much satisfaction, that 
your Excellency is open to receive petitions on the 
several subjects contained tha-ein, with the view of 
forwarding them to the Right Hon. the Secretary of 
State. 

Availing themselves of this opportunity, Memorial- 
ists heg leave to inform your Excellency that they 
hare examined that document with feelings of the 
deepest interest, and while they desire to declare their 
satisfaction at the general scope aud liberal tone of the 
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B^mrt, they take the liberty to suggest such modi- 
fieationa in a few of its provisions, as they think 
would be better adapted to the eircumetances of the 
Colony. 

Your Memorialists concur in the sentiments ex- 
pressed by Ike Commiesioners in the 6th clause of 
their Report, " that a larg-e numerical proportion of 
the public take defective views of the objects, uses, aud 
advantag;es of a second Chamber, and desire to place 
too much power in the hands of the Representative 
Assembly." The report of the Committee of Trade 
and Plantations contains this observation, " that it is 
highly desirable that there should be a second branch 
of the Legislature, less easily swayed by the popular 
feeling' of the moment than die Representative As- 
sembly, and capable of acting as a check or counter- 
poise to that body, to giiard against too hasty legisla- 
tion, without requiring the too frequent interference of 
the Governor, or the Crown." By the same Committee 
it is also remarked in reference to the Legislative 
Council,—" that it will only be a proper precaution to 
require that the electors, by whom its Members shall 
be chosen, shall be of a higher grade in society, than 
will necessarily be possessed by those who will be con- 
stituents of the House of Assembly." 

Your Memorialists are aware that some difference of 
opinion exists in the minds of the Commissioners re- 
garding the proposed qualifications, as well for the 
electors as for the Members of the Leg^lative Council, 
and fully coincide in the opinion expressed in the dth 
clause of their Report, — " that they can discern no 
quality by which the Council can be distinguished from 
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the Aasemblj more marited, or more salutary, or more 
calculated to secure independence of action than that 
of representing, in a peculiar manner the property of 
the Colony." 

Regarding; such conclusions as well founded, your 
Memorialists confidently recommend that the electors 
of the Upper Chamber, should possess a higher quali- 
fication than those of the Assembly, and are of opinion 
that they should be proprietors or renters of fixed 
property to the value of £500 ; and that the qualifica- 
tion for Members of the Leg-islatire Council, should be 
the possession of unincumbered landed property, to the 
value of not less than £1000, or, double that amount 
in mixed property, with a residence of three years in 
the Colonial territory. 

In reference to the suggestion of your Commis- 
enoners, respecting a pecuniary allowance to Members 
of both Houses, for their attendance and travelling 
expenses, yoiu- Memorialists are of opinion that trar 
ruling expenses alone should be allowed to the Mem- 
bers of the Ijegislative Council, conceiving that the 
class of persons who would be elected to that Chamber, 
, would not require nor consent to receive such remunera- 
tion. The attention of your Memorialists has been 
anxiously directed to that portion of the Commis- 
sioners' Report, which has reference to the principle of 
making the officers of Government entirely non-poli- 
tical. Deeply impressed with the difficulties which must 
arise in the eflfectual working of any Government, 
where its advisers are withdrawn from the fiill and 
free discussions of any measures of importance, which 
may be proposed for legislation, your Memorialists 

D.nt.zedbyG0Oglc 



aire of opinkni that it is not oi^y expedient, but that 
it will be highly beneficial to render the Members of 
the Legislative Council eligible for election to seats in 
either Chamber, as they cannot contemplate that 
amongst 80 large a body of Representativee, they can 
exercise any undue or prejudicial influence. 

In commenting on the 6th clause of the Report 
your Memorialists fully agree with the Commissioners, 
and deem that the provisiou that euables the Governor 
to dis6(dve both Houses together, or the House of 
Assembly separately, is extremely salutary. 

In regard to the duration of the Legislative Council, 
it is the opinion of your Memorialists, that the inde- 
pendence of its Members will be sufficiently secured by 
limiting it to a period of five in place of 10 years. 

Memorialists acknowledge the justice which will 
result to the rural divisions of the Colony, from the 
appUcation of the principle involved in the 13th parar 
graph of Section No. VII. regarding the election of 
Members for the Legislative Council. 

Having thus expressed theur sentiments on the re- 
commendations contained in the Commis^ners' Re- 
port, your Memorialiste have the honour respectfully to 
pray, 

That your Excellency will be pleased to forward 
their Memorial to the Rig-ht Hon. the Secretary of 
State, for his Lordship's consideration, with such 
remarks thereon from your Excellency as may seem to 
be required. 

J. Stein O. H. TwentymBD T. Draper, sen. 

J. D. Thomaon J. Jearey J. hjeett 

£. Chiappioi J. Schikerling C. S. GickartI 
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E. Cbriidan 


J. Calf, laa. 


B.J. Jonea 


A.McDoiiild 


J.King 


L. Busb; 


T. AudeH 


G. Greig, Janr. 


L. Bnaby, Junr. 


J. SenigU 


L H. Twentyman 


W.FeU 


T. Hawkinfl 


A. CroU 


J. L. Statham 


A. Cbuppini 


H. B. Chriatian 


A. J. Malbie«m 


J. Boa 


M.C. Gie 


J. Bad 


W. J. Elridge 


T.H. Baird 


J. Taytor 


F. Porter 


C. R. Baton 


AAloandet 


P. G. van der Byl 


J. Fuller 


A. Searle 


E. J. Jerrun 


T. Jonei 


B. SchitUn 


E. Nortoii 


W.Openahaw 


F. Bindemann 


B.NordBi 


C. Martin 




J. Thomson 


J. Fell 


C. J. Chriatian 


B. J. Jone, 


A. J. Phimpa 


T. B. Tenn 


M.W.Ni.belt 


J.Dyaaon 


J. Albertua 


J. BJl 


T. EadnuJl 


M.NUb«t 


J. e. Qi«. Mi. 


P. Stiguit 


H. Keid 


H.-Wnlker 


H. E. Knight 


G. D. Brunette 


E. H. Norton 


C. ArkcoU 


J. Young 


S. BniJieU 


8. Bailer, M.D. 


aKera 


C. J. Manuel 


G. W.Prinoe 


R.Keny 


H. C. Bobinaon 


£. Lanadfaerg 


H. 0. H. HoUuid 


H. H. Qiri 


J. Townaend 


H. Bevem 


A.Woolf 


D. M. K. Cameron 


G.Leiar 


B. Alexander 


J. Jones 


E. J.Hanbury 


J. H. Parker 


T. G. B. Baker 


J.Rose 



REPLY. 

Colonial Office, Cape Town, l?th Oct., 1850. 

Sir,— I am directed by Hia Excellency the Governor 

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's 

date, enclosing an address signed by 90 merchants and 

others of Cape Town and its neighbourhood, relative 
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to the Draft Constitution proposed by the CominisBioii- 
ers appointed by His Excellency foi* that pVirpose. 

I am to acquaint you, in reply, that His Excellency 
will forward the Memorial to the Secretary of State, 
togetlier with aach comments as may appear to him to 
be required j and that in doing- so he will not foil to 
represent to his Lordship how larg^ an amount of the 
respectability and intelligence, and how much of the 
property of Cape Town and its neig'hbourhood, are 
represented by the signatures to this Memorial. 
I have, &c., 

John Montagu. 

R. W. Eaton, Esq. 
Sec. to the Commercial Excliange. 



XV. 

Cape Difuioual Boad Board, 
Cape Town. 2Ut October, 1850. 
Sib,— I have the honour to transmit to you the 
resolutions adopted at a meeting of ratepayers held 
this day in the Town Hall for the purptse of taking 
into consideration a letter addressed to the Cape 
Divisional Road Board, by the Secretary of the Cape 
Town Municipality, relative to the resignation of the 
four popularly elected Members of the Legislative 
Council, and their address to their constituents. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant) 
(signed) J. J. H, Smuts, ■ 

Cliurinaii. 
The Secretary to the C^ Town Miuicipality. 
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Resolutiona adopted at a Meeting of Ratepayers held 
at the Town Hall on the Slat day of October, 1850, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration a letter 
addressed to the Cape Divisional Boad Board, by the 
Secretary of the Cape Town Mnnicipality, relative to 
the resignation of the four popularly elected Members 
of the Legislative Council and. their address to their 
constituents. 

J. J. L. Smuts, Esq. in the chair. 

Moved by M. A. Bergh, Esq. 

Seconded by O. N. Mechau, Esq. and carried 
unanimously. 

That this meeting duly appreciates and fully 
approves of the honest and necessary step adopted by 
Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. Brand, F. W. 
Reitz, and J. Fairbairn, Esqs. in resigning their seats 
as unofficial Members of the Legislative Council, as in 
perfect accordance with the views of their constituents 
in their election, and having no confidence in the 
Legislative Council as at present constituted. 

Moved by D. G. Van Breda, Esq. 

Seconded by C. F. Juritz, Esq., and carried unani- 
mously. 

That this meeting adopting the draft constitution 
prepared by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. 
Brand, F. W. Reitz, J. Fairbairn and J. Wicht, Esqs., 
fully approves of the proposal to depute Sir A. Stocken- 
strom, Bart, and John Fairbairn, Esq. to represent 
the wants and wishesof the Colonista to Her Majesty 
the Queen, the British Parliament and people, and 
pledges itself to contribute a portion of the funds for 
defraying the necessary expences. 
F 2 
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Moved by J. P. Voktedt, Esq. 

Seconded by H. Richter, Esq. and carried unani-^ 
mously, 

That this meeting entirely concurs with the petitions 
to her Majesty the Queen and both Houses of Parlia- 
ment aa adopted by the resident householders of Cape 
Town, and hereby agrees to render its utmost support 
in forwarding' the same. 

Moved by C. F. Juritz, Esq. 

Seconded by J. W. Lotz, Esq. and carried unani- 
mously, 

That a copy of the Besolutions be transmitted by 
the chairman to the Commissioners for the Munici- 
pality of Cape Town and to the Cape Divisional Road 
Board. 

J. J. L. Smuts, 

Chairman. 



XVI. 

Gape Town, 23rd Oct. 1850. 

To P. J. Denyssen, Esq. Secretary to the Cape 
Town Municipality. 

Sib, — I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of S6th andSSth ult. with enclosures, and 
now hand you extracts of proceediogs of Green Point 
Municipality, 

And remain, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Frederick F. Euthebfoord, 

Hon. Secretaiy. 
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Extract.— At the Monthly Meeting of the Commis- 
sioners of Green Point Municipality, held Snd of 
October, 1860. 

Present—WM. Gadney, Chairman, 

Mr. Joseph Dixie, Mr. R. Saunders. 

Read two letters from the Secretary of Cape Town 
Municipality, dated 26th and S8th September, enclos- 
ing" an extract of proceedings of a Meeting of the 
Board of Commissioners, held on the evening of the 
SSth ultimo, and a draft copy of the New Constitution 
prepared by Sir Andriea Stockenatrom, Bart., and 
Messrs. C. J. Brand, Reitz, Fairbairn, and Wicht. 

Read a letter dated 31st ulto. addressed to the 
respective Municipalities, Road Boards and Rate- 
payer throughout the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Brand, Reitz, 
and Fairbairn, Esquires. 

It is the opinion of this Board that these Gentlemen 
have well performed the important duties imposed 
upon them by their fellow Colonists. 

Resolved — That the Secretary call a General Meet- 
ing of the Householders of the Green Point Munici- 
pality, for the purpose of laying before them the above 
important documents. 

(Signed) Wm. Gadney, 

Chnirman. 

ExTKACT.— Ata Meeting of Householders of Green 
Point Municipality, held in the Committee Rooms, 
Commercial Exchange, the 13th Oct. 1850. 
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Present — Mr. J. J. L. Smuts, in the Chair, 
McBsre. Dixie, Saunders, Gadney, R. Solomon, 
W. J. Smith, F. S. Watermeyer, T. Holland, H. 
Solomon, — Phillipe, J. H. Vob, — Watermeyer. 

The requisition calling" the Meeting, and the two 
letters received from the Secretary of Cape Town 
Municipality, dated 36th and 88th ult. were read. 
After a few preliminary remarks, 
Mr. Gadney proposed, 
Mr. Dixie seconded, 
That Memhers of the Council must be owners of 
landed property of not less than £1000. (one thousand 
pounds) disencumbered; if encumbered £2000. (two 
thousand pounds) ; voters for the above Memhers 
of Council must be owners or occupiers of property 
of not less than ^0. 

As an amendment — 
Mr. R. Saunders proposed, 
Mr. H. Solomon seconded, 
That the 6th article of the draft Constitution stand 
as proposed by the Cape Town Municipality. 
Carried by a majority. 
Moved by Mr. W. Smith, 
Seconded by Mr. Thos. Holland, 
That this Meeting- approves of the draft Constitution 
as proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., Messrs. 
Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicbt, and now sub- 
mitted by the Cape Town Municipality for the consi- 
deration of the Green Point Municipality. 
Carried unanimously. 
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Pr^>08ed by Mr. K. Saunders, 
Seconded by Mr. R. P. Solomou, 
That this Meeting- highly (4>proves of all the steps 
takeu by the Mimicipality of the City of Cape Town, 
set forth in the documents now read, and most cor- 
dially adopts the Memorials now lying" for eig^ture 
■in the Town Hall, addressed to Her Moat Gracious 
Majesty the Queen and both Houses of Parliament. 
' < Carried unanimously. 
Proposed by Mr. Neethling, 
Seconded by Mr. Phillips, 
That the Oommissioners be empowered to prepare 
and present an address from this MunicipaUty to Sir 
A. Stockenstrom, Bart., MesBTS. Fairbaim, Eeitz, 
Brand, and Wicht, thankfolly acknowledging; the 
important services they have rendered the Colony. 
Carried unanimously. 

J. J. L. Smuts, 

Chairman. 



XVII. 

Malmesbtiry, I8tb October, 1850. 

Sib, --In, compliance with your request for my co- 
Operation in the important matters now before the 
public, contained in your letter of the 3rd instant, I 
beg to inform you that the inhabitants of this District 
held a Public Meeting in this village, on the I6th 
instant, at which a series of resolutions were proposed 
and carried unanimously, copies of which hare been 
forwarded to the framers of the Constitution, as also 
to the Chairman of your MunicipaUty, and -as jhiu 
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will perceive by the 7di resolution, that the Ghairman 
of your Municip^ty has been requested to attach the 
signatures of the InhabitantB of our District to the 
petition of the Munidpalities of Cape Town and Green 
Point to Her Majesty I shall feel obliged by your 
informing; me the latest period I am to forward you 
those signatures as I am anxious to get as many as 
I possibly can. We came to that resolution because 
as yet we hare no MunicipaUty, and as we considered 
that we should save time by so doing. 

I have the honour to be^ Sir^ 

Your most obedient Servant^ 

H. H. LOEDOLFF. 
P. J. DiviBSEN, Eaa., 

Town House, Cit; of Gape Town. 

P.8. — Since writing the above I ascertained that 
several fermers of this District have already signed 
the Cape Town Petition, lying for signature at the 
Town Market, I am consequently glad that we have 
adopted our 7th resolution. 



Malmesbarr, 14th October, 1650. 
SiH,— As Chairman of a Public Meeting held in 
this village on this day, by the inhabitants of the 
District, I beg to forward you a series of resolutions 
proposed and carried unanimously at said Meeting. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) G. H. Steyn, 

ChairmBH. 
B. C. Jasvis, Ego., 
Chainnan of the Cape Town MuuicipaUty. 
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Resolutions proposed and carried imammously at 
a Public Meeting" held on the 16th October^ 1850, in 
the Heading" Room at Malmesbury, by the Inhabituita 
of the District. 

1. Proposed by Mr. H. H. Loedolff, and seconded 
by Mr. A. Babe, 

That this Meeting fully and cordially approve of the 
Bte^ taken by the four unofficial Members, in resign- 
ing their seats in the Xi^iislative CouncU, as they have 
been deputed by their constituents of this district at 
least, for no other business than the framing of the 
new constitution for the Colony. 

3. Proposed by Mr. J. A. Laubscher, and seconded 
by Mr. J. H. L. Smuts, 

That an address be sent to the four unofficial Mem- 
bers, embracing our heartfelt thanks and full approval 
of their noble conduct in the Legislative Council as 
representatives of the people. 

(The address was then read and signed.) 

3. Proposed by Mr. Marth. Versfield, and se- 
conded by Mr. H. Vos, 

That this Meeting fully concur in the resolutions 
taken by the Commissioners of the Cape Town Munici- 
pality, on the 25th September last, viz. that Sir Andr. 
Stockenstrom and Messrs. Adv. Brand, senr., J. Pair- 
baim, Reitz, and J. H. Wicht be requested to draft a 
constitution for the Colony. That two of them, viz. 
Sir A. Strockenstrom and J. Fairbaim, Esq. proceed 
with it to England, to obtain the sanction of Her 
Majesty the Queen, after it shall have been approved 
of by the Colonists, and that a subscription-list be 
opened to defray the necessary expenses. 
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4. Proposed by Mr. H. Vos, and seconded by Mr. 
D. M. du Toit, Is. 

That the draft constitation, as proposed by Sir A. 
Stockenstrora and the other g'entlemen, con^ting of 
sixteen articles, and as it has now been read, be adopted 
and approved of by this Meeting. 

fi. Proposed by Mr. Fredk. Duckett, senr., and 
seconded by Mr. CSiarles Becker. 

That this Meeting tender their heartfelt thanks to Sir 
A. StockenBtrom and Messrs. Adv. Brand, Fairhaim, 
Reitz, and Wicht, for their unwearying zeal in the 
drafting of the Articles for the constitution. 

6. Proposed by Mr. A. Rabe, and seconded by Mr. 
D. S. Le Roux. 

That this Meeting fiilly approve of the Petition of 
the MunicipaUties of Cape Town and Green Point to 
Her Majesty our most gracious Queen, humbly pray- 
ing Her Majesty to sanction the heads of the Consti- 
tution for the Colony as drawn up by the Committee 
named in the 3rd Resolution, and freely approved of 
by the colonists. 

(The petition was then read and approved of.) 

7. Proposed by Mr. Michael Smuts, and seconded 
by Mr. A. J. Laubscher. 

That the Chairman of the MunicipaUty of Cape 
Town be requested to attach our signatures to their 
petition. 

8. Proposed by Mr, D. S, Le Roux, and seconded 
by Mr. E. K. Green. 

That copies of the Resolutions taken at this Meeting, 
be transmitted to the framera of the constitution and 
to the chairman of the Municipality of Cape Town. 
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. 9. Proposed by Mr. Fred. Duckett, and Beconded 
by Mr. G. C. P. Koetae, 

That this Meeting- wish to Sir A. $tockeiistrom and 
J. Fairbaim, Esq. a speedy and prosperous voyage to 
England, and that their patriotic undertaking may be 
crowned with that success which it deserves. 

10; Proposed by Mr. M. Versveld, and seconded 
by Mr. J. S. Van Reenen, 

. That thanks be accorded to the chairman for his 
impartial conduct in the chair. 

It was then proposed by Mr. H. H. Leodolff, that 
three loud cheers be given for the Queen before the 
Meeting separated, which was received by deafening 
applause. 

(signed) G. H. StbyHj 

Chsinnan. 



XVIII. 

Gnledon, October 11th, 1850. 

Sib,— In reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, 
I have the honour to acquaint you that a public 
meeting of resident householders was held at this place 
on Monday the 7th instant, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the draft constitution, and to trans- 
mit to you the following resolutions adopted at that 
meeting. 

" Public Meeting at Caledon." 

A Meeting of Resident Householders of the Muni- 
cipality of Caledon, convened by the Commissioners 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the draft 
constitution, took place on Monday the 7th instant. 
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Upon the motion of Mr. J. G. Van Helsding^, Mr, 
Osterloch was elected the chairman. 

After Bome remarks by the chairman, the draft 
constitution was read by the secretary. 
When it was moved by the chairman, 
Seconded by J. C. Van Helsding, 
That the draft constitution, framed by Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, 
J. Fairbaim, and J. H. "Wicht, Eaqs. now read, be 
approved by the Meeting. 

Carried by acclamation. 
It waa then moved by Mr. J. G. Van Helsding, 
Seconded by Mr. J. G. Uys, 
That the thanks of this Meetings are justly due to 
the above mentioned gentlemen for their indefatigable 
exertions in framing the Constitution. 
Unanimously adopted. 
It was then moved by Mr, W. H. Kleyn, 
Seconded by Mr. P. "W.Theron, 
That this meeting fully approves of the conduct of 
Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and Messrs. C. J. Brand, 
F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbaim, in resigning their 
seats as unofficial Members of the Legislative Council. 
Unanimously adopted. 
Moved by Mr. W. H. Theunissen, 
Seconded by Mr. W. H. Klej-n, 
That subscription lists be opened forthwith for 
defraying the expences to be incurred by Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart, and John Fairbaim, Esq. in con- 
veying the constitution to her Majesty. 
Unanimously adopted. 
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Moved by Mr, C. A. M. de Vos, 
Seconded by Mr. B. A. BeuBkes, 
That the constitution now approved by this Meeting 
be introduced in a petition, and transmitted to her 
Majesty the Queen. 

Unanimously adopted. 
Moved by Mr. J. H. Kleyn, 
Seconded by Mr. H. J. Uys, 
' That the thanks of tim Meeting* be tendered to the 
Ohurman for his noble and impartial conduct in the 
chair. 

Carried by acclamation. 
The subscriptions that may be received, as also the 
petition when signed, will be transmitted to you with- 
out delay. 
(Signed) 0. A. M. de Vos, i „ 

_„_,__ V CommusiODen. 

J. G. Vah HblsdikGjJ 



XIX. 

Beaufort, 1 9th Octiri>er. 

To Sir A. Stockenstbom, Bart., John Faibbaibn, 
Esq., C. J. BfiAND, Esq., F. W. Beitz, Ifaq. 
Cape Town. 

Gentlemen, — As Chairman of a Public Meeting 
held at Beaufort this 19th day of October, 1850, 1 beg 
to hand you a copy of a Resolution then passed, and 
unanimously adopted, that an address be presented to 
you from the inhabitants of this municipality. 

Owing, however, to the shortness of the time this 
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address has not yet been fully completed and signed, 
but will be forwarded to you without delay. 
I hare the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient eervant, 
(SigTied) Thomas Watson. 



Copy of a Reaolution unanimously adopted at a Public 

Meeting of the Inhabitants of Beaufort held this 

19th day of October, 1850. 

" That an address signed by the Inhabitants of this 

Municipality be presented to the four ex-Membera, 

thanking them for the able and determined manner in 

which they have advocated the rights and privileges 

of their Electors." 

A true copy. 
(Signed) Thomas Watson, 



Beaufort, 19tli October, 1850. 

To the Commissioners of the Municipality, Cape Town. 
Gentlemen, — As Chairman of a Public Meeting 
held at Beaufort this 19th day of October, 1850, and 
in accordance with a resolution then unanimously 
adopted, I beg to hand you a copy of the resolutions 
then passed, and to inform you that immediately the 
petition therein referred to is signed, it will be for- 
warded to you without delay. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Thomas Watson. 
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Copy of Resolutions unanimously adopted by the I»- 
habitants of Beaufort at a Public Meeting held 
by them on the 19th October, 1860. 

1. That this Meeting" entirely approves of the con- 
duct of the four duly elected unofficial members of the 
Legislative Council in resigning- their seats at that 
Board, as it is the undivided opinion of this Meeting 
that the said Members were delegated by the Colonists 
solely and exclusively for the purpose of assisting- in 
framing a Constitution for the Cape of Good Hope, 
and not to interfere in any other business of the 
Government until after the completion of every thing 
necessary for securing to this Colony free, liberal and 
just representative institutions. 

2. That this Meeting has perused with unqualified 
satisfaction the " Reasons for dissent," published by 
the four ex-members, and avails itself of this oppor- 
tunity of testifying its approbation of the principles 
therein advanced, principles entertained almost univer- 
sally by those fellow-colonists by whom they were 
elected. 

3. That this Meeting fully and entirely approves of 
the draft constitution drawn up by Sir Andries Stock- 
enstrom, Messrs. Fdrbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, 
convinced that it embodies everything necessary for 
the good, government of this settlement, and ftirtber, 
that the thanks of this Meeting are justly due to the 
Gentlemen above named, for the active and immediate 
steps taken by them in the important work in which 
they have been engaged. 

4. That a petition to Her Majesty the Queen, em- 
bodying the sentiments expressed in the foregoing 
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resolutions^ be submitted without delay to the inhabi- 
tuits of this division for signature, and afterwards 
forwarded to the Cape Town Municipality, for trans- 
nuBsioii to its destination by the earliest opportunity. 
6. That this Meeting as far as regards itself and the 
inhabitants of the division of Beaufort avails itself of 
this opportunity, unanimously and indignantly to deny 
as most unwarrantable, uncalled for, and unjustifiable, 
the truth of the assertion made by the Honourable the 
Secretary to Government, in his place in Council, 
when he stated that undue influence had been em- 
ployed by certain parties residing in Cape Town, to 
secure the return of the four popularly elected unoffi- 
cial Members. 

6. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
the Cape Town Municipality for pubhcation, and 
another copy to His Excellency the Governor, with a 
respectful request to forward the same to ^e Right 
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

7. That an address signed by the inhabitants of this 
MunicipaUty be presented to the four ex-members, 
thanking them for the able and determined manner in 
which they have advocated the rights and interests of 
their electors. 

A true copy, 
(Signed) Thomas Watson, 



XX. 

Riversdale, 7th Oct. 1850. 
Gentlemen, — Enclosed I beg to hand you the 
BesolutionB passed at a public meeting held here on 
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the dth iiiBt. on which occasion I had the honour ot 
presiding, from the same you will perceive that votes 
of thanks were unanimously carried, both to you (for 
having" resigned your seats in the Legislative Council), 
and to the framers of the Draft Constitution for their 
able exertions. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) J. M. VoN den Beeo. 

To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart. 
John Faifbaini, Esq. 
P. M. B«iti, Esq. 
C. Brand, Em]. 



First Resolution, proposed by Dr. George Eveleigh, 
Esq. M.D. 
Seconded by Jaeohue Steyn, sen., Esq. 
That this Meetiiig fully approves of, and duly ten- 
ders its thanks to Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., John 
Fairbaim, F. W. Reitz, and C. Brand, Esquires, for 
having resigned their seats in the Legislative Council, 
according to their reasons of dissent. 
Second Resolution, proposed by J. F. Badenhorst, 
Esq., Field Comet. 
Seconded by J. J. GUdenhuys, Esq. 
That the Draft Constitution, as now read, be ap- 
proved of by this Meeting. 
Third Resolution, proposed by P. W- Steyn, Esq., 
Field Comet. 
Seconded by A. P. van Wyke, Esq. 
That this Meeting conveys its thanks to the Framers 
of this' Draft Constitution for their able exertions. 

■ G 
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Fourth Resolution, proposed by J. G. 8teyii, Esq. 

Seconded by J. S. Raudenheitner, Esq. . 
That a Petition to Her Majesty, and both Houses 
of Parliament be &rth*ith drawn np, embodying- this 
Draft Constitution, and forwarded to Eng-land by Sir 
A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbairii, Esq. 
Fifth BesohiticHi, proposed by R. J. Theunia&en, Esq., 
Field Comet. 
. Seconded by J. D. Di de Villiers, Esq. 
That Subscription lists be opened to defray the 
expenses of the two g-entlemen who so kifadly ofered 
their services to take these documents to Eng'land. 
Sixth Resolution, proposed by G. Eveleigli, Esq. M.D. 
Seconded by J. G. Stej-n, Esq. 
That the thanks of this Meeting' are due to J. M. 
Van den Berg-, Esq., for his able and impartial conduct 
in the chair. 



XXI. 

PUBLIC MEETI]?fG AT GEORGE TOWN. 

A Meeting of the resident householders of the 
Municipality of Georgfe Town, convened by the Com- 
missioners, to take into consideration a letter addressed 
to them by Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart, and 
Messrs. Brand, Fau-baim, Reitz, and Wicht, stating 
the reasons for having" resig^ied their seats as unoffioal 
Members of the Legislative Council, as also for taking 
into confiideration the Draft of a Constitution for the 
Cobny of the Gape of Good Hope, prepared by the 
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aforesaid gfentlemen, wae held in the Town Hall, on 
Thursday afternoon, the 3rd October, 1850. 

Lddolph Niepoth, sen., Esq. J.P., was unani- 
mously, and amidst great applause, called to the Chair. 

The Chairman, in opeoing- the proceedings, stated 
the following' address :— 

Deab Friends,— We have now met for the per- 
fonnimce of one of the most important duties that 
can ever devolve on a community, namely, the con- 
templation of a proper Representative Constitution for 
this Colony. 

I take the Chair with pleasure, though conscious I 
am possessed of leaa ability to fill that distinguished post 
than many present ; but the confidence of being ably 
supported, renders my task comparatively easy. 

A long" life of experience has fiilly convinced me of 
that invaluable truth, that where love and harmony 
prevail, the greatest difficulties may be overcome. Let 
us, therefore, take as our motto, not in words alone, 
but in spirit, " Unity is strength," and proceed with 
heart and hand with the work now before us. 

We are now assembled, my dear fiiends, on a requi- 
sition of the Commissioners of this Municipality for the 
pbrprae of expressing our sentiments on a Constitution 
firamed by some gentlemen of Cape Town, and which 
Constitution being- approved of by the Municipality at 
said place, has been referred for our consideration. 

Through the means of the public papers we are 
become acquainted with the unfortunate misunder- 
standing which so unexpectedly occurred in the Council 
in Cape Town ; but I beseech you, my dear friends, let 
us banish from our consultations any disquisition on 
O S 
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this lamentable misunderstanding;, and let us confine 
our deliberations exclusively to the adoption of the 
draft of the Constitution submitted to us, and which 
will be read to you, article by article, separately. 

Should this Constitution be to your desire,— should 
the same be conducive in securing the weliiire of the 
community, and the liberty of the subject, in short, 
should the same be such that you can conscientiously 
place yoxu- hand on your heart and exclaim, *' Yea, it 
is worth being preserved with fostering care, as an 
inheritance for our descendants,*' — should that Con- 
stitution be such, then I say unto you, yes, I conjure 
you, let us not waste our time by speculative discus- 
sions, on irregTilar differences of opinions, which by no 
means concern us. Let us rather consider with un- 
divided attention, the awful responsibility we so fear- 
fiilly incur in respect of our country, as well as in 
respect of our posterity, when we, by unappropriate 
discussions, oppose an obstacle to the progress of our 
Constitutional prosperity and liberty. The consequences 
of such responsibility will then rest upon us as a 
characteristic ignominy, and stain our memory with 
dishonour. 

I maintain that we have nothing to do with the 
unfortunate misunderstanding of the Members of the 
Council. We have only to decide upon the suitableness 
of the draft of the Constitution transmitted to us by 
the Municipality of Cape Town. In this we shall be 
strenuously supported by our enlightened Governor, 
who has given us the assurance that his Government 
is founded on the golden principle, namely,— 

" To govern the people through the people " 
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Relying' on your prudent direction, I am prepared to 
hear and accept such resolutions as are now to be sub- 
mitted to me. 

The following' resolutions were then unanimously 
carried:— 

1. Proposed by Mr. John M. Johnson, and. 
Seconded by Mr. Robert Ogilvie Scott, 

That this Meeting is decidedl}' of opinion that the 
Gentlemen elected by a majority of Votes as the un- 
official Members of the Legislative Council, were in 
the wish of the public so elected for the sole and exclu- 
sive purpose oi framing the future Constitution of this 



2. Proposed by Mr. Alexander Robertson, and 
seconded by Mr. Ludolph Niepoth, jun., J. P. 

That the inhabitants of this Municipality have 
watched with intense interest the proceedings of the 
late constituted Legislative Council, and while they 
regret that disunion should so soon have caused the 
resignation of the unofficial Members returned by the 
people, they are of opinion that said Members had no 
alternative without sacrificing their own credit and the 
honour and interests of their constituents; and they are 
decidedly of opinion that the steps taken by the retired 
Members, with the advice of the Municipality of Cape 
Town, and the plan intended to be carried out, for the 
purpose of obtaining a Representative Government for 
this Colony, will be conducive to the best interest of 
all classes of her Majesty's subjects in South Alrica. 

3. Proposed by Mr. F. S. Fischer, and seconded 
by Mr. E. Bergh, J. P. 
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That the draft of the Conetitution for this Colony, 
drawn up by Sir Andries Stockenstrom, and Messrs. 
Brand, Fairbairu, Reitz, and Wicht, in 16 Artides as 
now read, be approved by the resident householders at 
this Meeting* assembled. 

N.B. The draft was read in English and Dut^h by 
the Town Clerk. 

4. Proposed by Mr. L. Niepoth, jun. J.P., and 
seconded by Mr. Willem Mamitz, 

That the Chairman, tog;ether with Messra. F. S, 
Fischer, Alexander Robertson, R. 0. Scott, Egbertus 
Bergh, and William Hooper, form themselves into a 
committee, to draw up a petition to Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen, praying that a constitution as 
drafted by the ex-unofficial Members of the Council be 



Proposed by Mr. E. Bergh, 
Unanimously carried with great applause, 
Tliat the thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct. 

L. NiEPOTH, sen. 



XXII. 

Graaif Reiaet, October 1 1 th, 1 850. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Commissioners 
of the Municipality of Graaff Reinet to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letters of the 26th ultimo, with the 
accompanying extracts from the proceedings of Com- 
missioners of the Cape Town Municipality, at a 
meeting held on 25th ultimo, in consequence of the 
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resignation of the four popularly elected Members of 
Council, and to transmit to you for the infonnatiou of 
the Cape Town Municipality, a copy of the resolutions 
passed at a puhhc meeting of the inhabitants of the 
District of Graaff Reinet held here on Friday the 4th 
jnstant. 

I h&ve the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. T. Walter, 

Town Clerk. 
To J. DeDyssen, Esq. 

Secretary to Cape Town Mnnicipality . 



At a Public Meeting held at Graaff Reinet on 
Friday the 4th of October, 1850. 

J. F. ZiEBVOGEL having been called to the Chair, 

The Chairman read the notice calling the Meeting, 
also the letter addressed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and 
Messrs. Brand, Reitz, and Fairbaim on the Slst of 
September, 1850, to the respective Municipalities, 
Road Boards, and Rate-payers throughout the Colony, 
and the " Reasons for Dissent," given in by those 
four gentlemen to the Legislative Council, prior to 
resigning their seats at the Council Board. 

The following Resolutions were thereupon proposed 
and discussed. 

1. That from the manner in which the Lpgislntive 
Council of this Colony is constructed this Meeting is 
of opinion that the public can have no confidence in 
that Council. 
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Proposed by C. H. Grisbrook, Esq., 
Seconded by J. Heugh, Esq., 

and unanimoiisly adopted. 

2. That this Meeting- approves of the course adopted 
by Sir Andries Stockenstrom and Messrs. Brand, 
Reitz, and Fairbaim in resigning their seats in the 
L^^slative Council, for the reasons assigned by them, 
and request them to proceed with the labour of pre- 
paring a Constitution for this Colony to be submitted 
for the consideration of the public. 

Mored by M. H. Benjamin, Esq., 
Seconded by Stephs. J. Meintjes, Esq., 
and unanimously adopted. 

3. That this Meeting approves of the proposal that 
has been made to depute Sir Andries Stockenstrom 
and Mr. Fairbaim to proceed to England to vindi- 
cate the rights and interests of the Colonists before 
the British Government, Parliament, and people, and 
pledges itself to contribute a portion of the funds 
required to defray the expenses of their mission. 

Moved by J L. Leeb, Esq., 
Seconded by W. J. Dixon, Esq., 
and mianimously adopted. 

4. That the Chairman of this Meeting be requested 
to forward copies of these resolutions to Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, with a request that he will communicate 
the same to Messrs. Brand, Reitz and Fairbaim. 

Moved by J. Heugh, Esq., 
Seconded by Barend J. Vorster, Esq., 
and unanimously adopted. 
It was thereupon proposed by Jacs. Joshs. Mein^es, 
Esq.,— Seconded by Stephs. J. Meintjes, Esq., and 
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resolved, that Mr. Ziervogel leave the Chair and Mr. 
Griabrook take it. 

(Signed) J. F. Ziebvooel, 

Cbumi«n. 

0. H. Griesbrook, Esq. having- taken the Chair, 
it was moved by J. J. Mein^es, Esq. — seconded by 
Steps. J. Meintjes, Esq. and unanimously resolved, 
that the thanks of the Meeting" be given to Mr. 
Ziervi^el for his impartial conduct in the Chair. 
(Signed) C. H. Gbisbeook. 

A true copy, (Signed) J. F. Ziervogel. 



XXIII. 

Office of the Bou-d of Public Roada 

for the Dirision of Uitenhage, 

7th October, 1850. 

SiE, — I am directed by the Board of Public Roads 
to transmit to you herewith the proceedings of a 
Public Meeting, held on the 4th istant, accompanied 
by a protest of the three Members of this Board. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) J. H. Tennant, 

Secretary. 
To J. DENTiSEN, £aa.. 

Secretary to the Cape Town Mimicipatity, Cape Town. 



fbyCoOglc 



Extract from the proceedings of the Meeting of 

the Divisional Hoad Board held on the Ist inst. 

on receipt of Mr, Denyssen'a letter of the (date 

omitted in MS.) instant. 

The Secretary laid on the table a letter received 

from the Cape Town Municipality respecting" the 

framing of a Constitution, and resignation of the four 

Members. 

It was moved by H. Bens, Esq., and 
Seconded by J. Crowe, Esq., and carried. 
That the Secretary he requested to wait on the 

Chairman of the Municipality and try to arrang-e a 

joint Meeting of Road Ratepayers and Householders 

for the above purpose, &c. &c. 

(Signed) John Centlitees Chase, 

Chairman. 
A true Extract. 

J. H. Tennant, 

Secretary. 



At a Public Meeting of Ratepayers and House- 
holders held in the Court House, Uitenhage, on Friday 
evening, 4th October, 1850, pursuant to public notice, 
to take into consideration a letter received from the 
Secretary' of the Cape Town Municipality, in reference 
to the steps taken and contemplated by that Munici- 
pality -in consequence of the resignation by Sir A. 
Stockenstrom and Messrs. Fairbairn, Brand, and 
Reitz, of their seats in the Legislative Council. Steph. 
N. NiBKEBK, Esq. in the Chair. 
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It waB moved by Mr. C. Emmott^ and 
Seconded by Mr. Niblett, 

let. Tbat it is the opinion of this Meeting- that in 
reference to Mr. Denyssen's letter and enclosure from 
the Cape Town Municipality, addressed to the Boad 
Board and Municipal Commissioners of Uitenhage, 
that the resignation of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Messrs. 
Fairbaim, Brand, and Eeitz (more particularly in 
reference to the Estimates) is a perverse and factious 
opposition, and set forth only to embarrass the Govern- 
ment, and is detrimental to the whole Colony. 

To this proposition it was moved as an amendment 
by Mr. R. Rutherfoord, and seconded by Mr. H. H. 
Bens, 

That in the opinion of this Meetings the principles 
and sentiments contained in the " Reasons of Dissent," 
presented by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Messrs. Fair- 
baim, Brand, and Reitz, upon resigning; their seate in 
the Legislative Council on the 30th Sept. last^ and in 
the Circular Letter addressed by those gentlemen 
to the respective MunicipaUtiee and Road Boards 
throughout the Colony, are in general entertained and 
responded to by this Meeting, and in particular that 
the only duty to which the unofficial Members weite 
called by the majorities who elected them upon the 
faith of the Government Notice of the 6th May, was 
the consideration of the Letters Patent, in order to the 
comtmction of a definite plan of Representative Insti- 
tutions, and for the passing of ordinances to regulate 
the machinery thereof. Holding these opinions,^ and 
considering further the constant and peculiar character 
of the opposition by which they were assailed, reducing 
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them 08 they atate to an " impotent minority," and 
ag-ainst which it was manifestly unavailing- to con- 
tend : this Meeting* is of opinion that the four gentle- 
men above-named have best coneulted the claims 
and rights of their constituents, and their duty to 
themselves, by the uneompromiBing" coiirse which they 
have pursued, and we accordingly tender to them this 
expression of our cordial sympathy, confidence, and 
thanks. 

It was then moved as a second amendment by Mr. 
J. C. Chase, and seconded by Dr. Merritt, 

That we will not express our opinion upon the pro- 
ceedings of Council, seeing that we took no part in the 
nomination of the unofficial Members. 

On coming to a division, Mr. Chase's amendment 
was lost, only seven votes appearing in its favour. 

Mr. Rutherfoord's amendment was then put and 
carried, by a very large majority, only seven or eight 
votes appearing in favour of Mr. Emmott's original 
resolution. 

2nd. It was moved by Mr. Gibson, and seconded 
by Mr. Young, 

That this Meeting, without at all receding from the 
views which the inhabitants of this place, in pubhc 
Meeting assembled, have expressed on the subject of 
separate Local and Representative Institutions, con- 
sider it unadvisable at this moment to insist upon them, 
and consent to leave this boon as a result of dehberation 
in the future Parliwnent. To this end, they desire to see 
the Constitution so framed, that the views of all may 
be fairly represented ; assured, that this done, the 
other miiBt follow. They are, therefore, satisfied with 
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the proceedings of the Municipality of Cape Town, in 
the present emergency, and desire hereby to expreas 
their concurrence in the projected visit of Sir A. 
Stockenstrom and Mr. Fairbaim to England, and to 
assure the Municipality of Cape Town of their s^nnpa- 
thy and co-operation. 

To this it was moved, as an amendment, by Mr. 
Emmott, and seconded by Mr. Charlton, that this 
Meeting is of opinion that no discussion of a Conati- 
tution for this Colony can be entertained, unless it be 
based upon an independent, separate, and distinct 
Government for this province. 

This amendment was likewise lost. 

The original motion of Mr. Gibson being carried by 
the same majority. 

It was then moved by Mr. Kutherfoord, seconded 
by Mr. Gibson, 

That the proceedings of the Meeting be transmitted 
to the Municipality of Cape Town, in due course. 

Carried. 

The chair was then vacated by Mr. Niekerk, on the 
motion of Mr. Chase ; and being occupied by Mr. 
Emmott, a vote of thanks for his services was moved 
by Mr. Rutherfoord, seconded by Mr. Brunett, and 
carried in the usual manner. 

(Signed) S. J. Van Niekebk, 

Chainnan. 

UitenhBge, 5th October, 1850. 



At a Meeting held this seventh (7th) day of October, 
1850, of the Membere of the Board of Public Roads 
for the Division of Uitenhage : 
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Present J. C. Chase, Esq. Chairman. 

Messrs H. H. Hens, J. Crowe, and J. Niblett, 
Members, &c. &c. 

The Secretary laid on the table the proceedings of a 
Pablic Meeting-, held on the 4th inst. in reference to 
the resolution of the Ist October, 1850, of this Board, 
which being read, 

The Chairman and two Members stated, that in 
transmitting the resolutions of the above Meeting, they 
will accompany it with a protest. 

For, That they consider the Meeting a packed one. 

That the persons who voted had not paid their Road 
rates. 

That the persons present only represented the town 
of Uitenhage, and not the Road Ratepayera of this 
Division. 

That none of the Road Ratepayers from Port 
Elizabeth, the must influential and wealthy portion of 
the Division, were present. 

Therefore those resolutions cannot be taken as indi- 
cative of the feelings of the wealth and intelligence of 
the Division. 

(Signed) John Centlivres Chase, 
John Niblett, 
J. Cbowb. 

It was further resolved, that all the proceedings con- ■ 
nected with the late Meeting be forwarded to the Cape 
Town Municipality. 

(Signed) John Centlivres Chase, 

Chainn&n. 

A true copy of the above proceedings, 

(Signed) J. H. Tennant, 

SecreUrj-. 
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XXIV. 

StellenboscYi, SOth September, 1850. 
Gentlemen, — We, the undersigned Landholders 
and others of the Town and District of Stellenboach, 
herewith beg to sigiiify to you, our cordial and 
unfeigned approval of your having resigned your 
seats in the Legislative Council, and also of the 
reasons of dissent g^ven in by you, as it is our decided 
opinion, that you have acted in conformity to the wishes 
of your Constituents throughout the Colony, for we can 
assure you that as regards ourselves, we have never 
tinticipftted when nominating you, that you should 
enter upon any other business than the framing of a 
ConstitutJon, and especially not upon matters of such 
Tital importance, as that which has been laid before 
you by His Excellency the Governor, which ought 
in our humble opinion to be regarded as coming 
more properly under the province of the future 
Parliament. 

We have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servants, 
(Signed) M. J. V. N. Onkbuydt. 

(Namea omitted in MS.) 
Td Sir AndHeB Stockenstrotn, Bart., John Fairlmirn, 
C. J. Brimd, and P. W. lUitz, Esqmres. 



At a MeeiHg of the resident Householders in the 
Mimicipality of Stellenbosch, convened by the Com- 
missioners, aiid held on this 80th day of September, 
1860, for the purpose of taking into consideration a 
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letter addressed to them by Sir Andries Stockenstrom, 
Bart., John Fairbaim, Adr. Brand, and F. W. Iteitz, 
Esquires, late Members of the late Legislative Council, 
explaining" the reasons of their resignation, 

The following resolutions were proposed and unam- 
mously adopted. 

M. J. TAN NuLDT. Onkeuydt, Esq. was voted 
to the Chair, and (name omitted in MS.) to act as 
Secretary of this Meeting. 

1. That this Meeting do fully and most cordially 
approve of the steps taken by the four unofficial 
Members in resig^iing their seats in the Legislative 
Council, as they had been deputed by their Con- 
stituents, exclusively for assisting in the framing of a 
Constitution for the Cobny, and not for taking the 
Estimates or other subjects into consideration, which 
ought to be regarded as coming more properly under 
the province of the fiiture Parliament. 

2. That this Meeting baa seen with surprise and 
regret, a notice of his Excellency the Governor, in the 
Gazette of the 37th instant, appointing all the official 
Members, and the two Government Nominees of the 
late Council, to form a Board of Commissioners to 
frame a Constitution for the Colony, which said appoint- 
ment is, in the opinion of this Meeting, unlawiiil and 
uncalled for, whilst those who accept it, are utterly 
unqualified to carry into effect tie important duties 
involved in such, inasmuch as they do not in the 
remotest degree possess the confidence of the public for 
such purpose. 

3. That this Meeting also repudiate certain expres- 
sions made by the Honourable Secretary to Govem- 
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ment in his place in Council, to the effect, that the 
four unofficial Members had not been duly elected, 
owing to their names having been distributed on 
printed lists, in order to secure their being* returned, 
as being groundless, unwarrantable, and calculated to 
insult not only the gentlemen nominated, but also their 
nominators^ That this Meeting* has been, and up to 
this moment ia satisfied, that these four gentlemen 
carry with them the fullest confidence of the inhabit- 
ants, and have, on that account only, been elected by 
them. 

4. That this Meeting also approve of and fully 
concur iu the resolutions adopted by the Board of 
Commissioners of the Cape Town Municipality, on the 
Sdth instant, in requesting Sir Andries Stockenstrom 
and Messrs. Fairbairn, Brand, Heitz, and Wicht, to 
draft a Constitution, which may to them appear best 
suited to meet the wants and wishes of the Colonists, 
and that Sir Andries Stockenstrom and John Fair- 
bairn, Esq., should proceed with the same to England, 
after its having been approved of by the Colonists; as 
also, that a subscription be immediately opened in this 
town in aid of the necessary expenses. 

6. That a copy of the Resolutions now adopted, be 
transmitted to the four unofficial Members above alluded 
to, with an address iramed in the spirit thereof; as 
also, another copy of Resolutions to His Excellency 
the Governor, with a request that he should forward 
the same to the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State, along with their resignation, 

6. That this Meeting is of opinion that a Society 
should immediately be formed in this town under the 

H 
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name of the " Stellenbo8ch Reform Associatioiij" whose 
g-eneral duties it will be to watch over the political 
interests of this district. 

7. That the thanke of this Meeting- are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct, as also to 
the Secretary of this Meeting^. 

(Si^ed) M. J. V. N. Onkeuydt. 



XXV. 

Office of the Monicipality, 
Pau-1, 9th Octoher, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — In accordance with a resolution 
passed by the Board of Commissioners of this Muni- 
cipality on the Ist instant. The Board hereby beg;8 
to tender its thanks to each and all of you for your 
manly and praiseworthy conduct in defending^ their 
rights and privileges during" the time you served as 
unofficial Members in the Legislative Council, more 
especially for the instant resignation of your seats in 
the same when you became convinced that to retain 
them any longer might endanger the welfare and 
liberties of the land of your adoption. 
I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) M. de Kock, 

Secretary. 
To Sir Andries Stockeostrom, Bart., C. J. Bnud, 
F. M. Rcdtz, J. Fairhairn, Esqrs., Cape Town. 
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XXVI. 
To Sir A. Stockenstbom^ Bart, C. J. Brand, 
F. W. Reitz, and John Faibbairn, Esqra. 
Gbwtlembh,— We, the imdersigued ratepayers and 
others, inhabitants of the district of Mahnesbury, 
have witnessed with pride your conduct in the Legia- 
ktive Council from the moment you took your seats 
therein, for which we tender to you our heartfelt 
thanks, and take further the liberty to assure you that 
your resigTiation meets with our entire and unqualified 
approval, and that you woidd not have acted in the 
spirit of the people, had you entered upon any other 
business than the mere framing of the iuture Consti- 
tutiou. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servants, 
(Signed) 



J. B^ien 
W. E. ThunyBSen 
C.Albrrtyn 
Fred. Duckitt 
P. Stabler 
C. Stadler 
H. Bester 
J. W. Sleigh 
J.J. Braiid 
W. Verefeld 
T. M. Koraten 
Marth. Versfeld 
Charles J. Becker 
J. L. Lockner 
J. 8. TAn Beenen 
C. £. Haupt 



M. StofiFbei^ 

J. G. CoetzM 

J. A. Lsabscher 

J. W. Renen 

A. Rabe 

W. J. Duckett 

Thoa. Hannali 

J. W. Weir 

P. J. Vande We»t- 

huisen 
N. Linde 
C. V. Breda 
N. Acker 
F. Leigh 

M. C. Tan Niekerk 
C. i. H. Babe 



C.Loedolff 
B. G. Francke 
G. J. Kotie 
J. H. Loedolff 
M. C. Tan Ejaaen 
M. J. de Goede 
H. H. Loedolff 
J. H. Loedolff 
J. H. 8. Smits 
D. J. Ackennan 
Joel Ackerman 
P. Spangenberg 
D. W. Ackerman 
J. Z. Mocke 
J. H. A. Basaon 
£. B. Green 
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3. D. Bhtt 
H. H. Smats 
M. Smuts 
b. £. Le Roex 
A. J. Laubscber 
O. M. dn Toit 
O. H. Steyn 
N. A. Smit 
A. C. Kock 
J. J. Mostert 

D. J. Smnts 
A. A. Smit 

J. H. Walters 
G. L. Ehlera 
J. G. Ehlen 
H.V03 

C. J. GrobbeUar 
A. C. Kock, Jun. 
^— Grobbelaar 
G. P. Steyn 
L. C. J. Smitt 
W. 8. Kireten 
C. G. Borcberds 
J. 

E. A. Buckle 
G.P. aKotee 
J. W. Moorree* 
M. Waltera 
H. J. Smit 
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J. J. Procter 

J. P. Smit 

J. A. Laubscber 

J. C. Cbillie 

C. J. N. Bresler 

N. Waltera 

Jobn Keunedr 

W. J. MuUer' 

P. J. Kotze 

A. 

C. D. Kock 

J. J. Kotu 

J. L.J, Pal™ 

W.J. 

J. L. Frick 

P. J. A. Basson 

H. M. LanbBcfaer 

H. G. Greef 

M. Gobregts 

J. D.ViUiere 

A. M. H. Loiibzer 

G. P. Trout 

P. P. Hartogh 

J. H. Mnlla- 

J, L. Blatt 

H. J. van der West- 

hnizeti 
J. J. Hanekom 
J. G. Lochner 



M. A. de Koch 

P. J. S. de Beer 

J. 6. Steyn 

S. S. Steya 

M. A. de Kock 

U. Vf. HammaD 

J. J. SmnU 

8. M. Smnts 

M. A. Soffmaa 

J. Bresler 

S. S. Lombard 

Job. Lombard 

M. D. Jordaan 

Jacob Laubscher 

J. H. BoooEur 

L. T. J. Locbner 

C. Bresler, Jnu. 

J. H. BassoD 

C. Basson 

A. BassoD 

P. F.deVilliera 

J. J. F. de Greeff 

C. Lombard Cn. Zodq 

J. B. Coinbrmk 

H. D. J. derTwt 

W. 

J. G. L. Croeser 

J. N. E. VercuUb 

J. J. BaBaon 



XXVII. 

Worcester, September 28, 1850. 
Gentlemen,— We, the undersigned resident house- 
holders of this MunicipaUty, and other inhabitante in 
the neighbourhood, avail ourselves" of the first oppor- 



fbyCooglc 



101 

tunitj to tender you without hesitation our most 
sincere and entire approval, for having resigned your 
seats in the Legislative Council, of which we were ap- 
prised by yesterday evening's post, in consequence of 
a certain resolution by a majority, consisting of official 
Members and Government nominees, voting against 
you, as the representatives of the people; and^we 
moreover declare, that upon giving you our votes for 
the Membership of the said Council, our only object 
was to elect you in order to assist in framing the future 
Constitution, and for no other purpose, being averse 
against the present Council legislating any longer for 
this Colony. 

We also cordially join in the sentiments of our re- 
spected fellow-citizens ii) the capital, in requesting you 
(conjointly with Mr. Wicht) to draft such a Consti- 
tution, as shall be best calculated to meet the wants 
and wishra of the Colony, and rejoice in the project of 
deputing two of your number to England, for the pur- 
pose of soliciting the sanction of our most gracious 
and beloved Queen to the same. 

We cannot conclude without stating that you carry 
away our fullest confidence and firmly hope that your 
united endeavours on our behalf may ultimately be 
crowned with complete success. 

We have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servants, 
(Signed) 

D.:H.Fraiikle,M.D. J. C. U. A.Meiring D. 3. Ae Wet 

J. Lindenberg J. J. de Voa Iin D. J. Malan 

D. i:.angermaii G. de Toa H. G. A. V. Merwe . 

H. SutherUnd D. Naude C. J. Eeet 
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E. G.Joidaui 

N. V. Vlock, Sen. 

M. Mazier 

Wm. Quin 

R. J. Scbierhoat 

T. J. Matthew, Jon. 

J. G. DeWet 

CBeck 

W. P. Rattray 

J. L. VoB 

P. J. De Wet 
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D. J. Botha 

F. L. Liudenberg 

H. G. TAjlae 

P. J. Bens 

P. D. de Wet 

H. C. de Wet ■ 

W.Vander Merwe,Ben. G. J. Joubert 

Is. Du Toit de Wet J. A . Naude 

P. J. Hugo W. J. Jooste 

Jacobus S. de Wet C. Dreyer 

F. M. Duncker. 



J. S. V. A. Merwe 

George Bailey 

E. V. der Merwe 

T. G. Botba 

John D. LiDdsay, J. P. 

P, D. JordBRn 



To Sir A. StockenBtrom, Bart., 
C. J. Brand, Esq.. LL.D., 
F. W. Reitz, Esq. 
John Fairbsira, Esq. 



WOROESTEE. 



Worcester, December 16tb, 1850. 
Sir,— In coofonnity with instructions from the 
Board of Oommissioners of this Municipality, I b^ to 
transmit to you a copy of a Resolution passed by 
them at a Meeting* of Commissioners, held on the I4th 
instant. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Wm. Qujn, 

AcUng Sec. of the Mtmidpality. 
P. J. Denyssen, Esq., LL.D. 

Sec. of the Cape Town Municipality. 



Worcester, December 16th, 1850. 
Copy of a Resolution adopted at a Meeting: of the 
Board of Commissioners of the Municipality of Wor- 
cester, held on the 14th instant: — 
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"That this Board cordially approves and adopts 
the sentiments expressed in the Resolutions passed at 
Puhlic Meetings held in this Town on the 1:^ and 
18th October last, iq^Hnmng of the resignation of Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom, and Messrs. Brand and Fair- 
baim, and Beitz; and concurs in the reasons of dissent, 
addressed to the several Municipalities and Boad 
Boards, by the seceding- Members of the latfl Council : 
fiilly convinced that no other step could have prevented 
the L^;iBlative Council again coming into existence, 
and thereby causing the delay of Representative Insti- 
tutions, probably for many years." 



XXXVIII. 



Office of the Divisional Road Board, 
SweUendam, 16th October, 1650. 
Sir, — Having laid your letter of the l36th ult., 
together with its encloeuree, before the Commiflsioners 
of this Board at a Meeting held on the IQth instant, 
I have the honour to inform you that the following 
resolution was made : 

*' That this Board refrains from entering into political 
discuBMons." 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Fbed. J. Van dee Rett, 

Secretary. 
The Secretary to the Cape Town Mnnicipality, 
Cape Town. 
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XXIX. 

Town Office, Port Elizabeth, 
5th October, 1850. 
Sib,— I have the honour to acknowledge the rempt 
of your Becond communication of the 28th ulto., accom- 
panying the draft of a new Ck>nBtitution and blank 
subscription list. 

In accordance with the intimation contained in my 
letter of last post, I beg to acquaint you, that a 
Meeting of Ratepayers was held here yesterday after- 
noon, at which the following resolutions were carried 
by a large majority. 

"W". Fleming, Esq. in the Chair. 
Ist. That this MunicipaUty having declined to take 
any part in the nomination of Members for the Legis- 
lative Council must now refrain from offering any 
opinion upon the recent proceedings of the Council. 

find. That this Municipahty will not pledge itself to 
recognize or support any form for a proposed Consti- 
tution which does not adopt as its basis the removal of 
the seat of Government to a central position, or a sepa- 
ration of the provinces. 

An amendment was now moved and seconded ex- 
pressive of approval of the conduct of the Gentlemen 
who have resigned, but it was negatived, five hands 
having been held up for it. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) Wm. Higgins, 

Town GeA. 
To P. J. DniyBKn, Esq. 
Secy, to the Mtmidpiditjr of Cape Town. 
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XXX. 

Graham's Town, 

7th October, 1850. 
SiEj— I am directed by the Board of Public Roads 
for the Albany Diviaiou to acknowledge the receipt of 
yoar letter of the 36th ultimo, giving cover to an ex- 
tract from certain proceedings of the Board of Com- 
miseioners of the Cape Town Municipality, relative to 
the resignation of four Members of the Legislative 
Comicil, and in reply I am to state that the Board 
possesses no political functions, and cannot accede to 
your request. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. H. Huntley, 

Secretary. 
P. J. Denyssen, Esq. 
Secretary Cape Tomi Monidpality. 



XXXI. 

Town OfBce, Graham's Town, 
6th October, 1850. 
Sir,— I have the honoiir to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 2flth ultimo, covering a 
printed copy of sundry proceedings of t^e Commis- 
sioners of the Municipality of Cape Town with regard 
to the resignation of the four Members of the Council, 
and of the intention of raising a subamption to enable 
two of those gentlemen to proceed to England with a 
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certain draft of a Constitution purporting; to meet the 
wants and wishes, and to represent all the interests in 
this Colony. 

In pursuance of your request, that the same should 
he laid before the Commissioners of this Municipality 
" without delay," as being of the utmost importance 
that the views of the public be ascertained on the 
several matters without delay, 

I am instructed to inform you, that at a full Board 
of Commissioners and Ward Masters held this day, it 
was unanimously and finally determined to reject in. 
toto, all the views entertained by the Municipality of 
Cape Town, as will more fully appear by the resolu- 
tiona which were immediately adopted, and a copy of 
which I have been directed to forward to you. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) A. W. Beck, 

Town aerk. 
P. J. DenyBsen, Esq. 
Sec. Cape Town Munidpality. 

Ist. That this Board considers that the resig- 
nation of Messrs. Stockenstrom, Brand, Beitz, and 
Fairbaim, pourtraye the abandonment of a solemn 
duty, and calls forth the most unqualified reprehension 
and disapproval of all the thinking portion of the com- 
munity. 

2nd. That the disruption of the Council is lokely to 
be productive of niischierous results, and that the 
seceding Members have shewn an utter disregard to. 
their country's good, by refusing to enter upon the 
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diaeusaion of subjects which are aimed at the general 
development and improTement of the Colony. 

3rd. That the appointment of a deputation to draft 
a Constitufdon, and to proceed therewith to England, 
is regarded by this Board with feelings of anxiety and. 
alarm, as being moat likely to be productive of a repe- 
tition of those odious maligments from which the 
Colony has suffered so severely. 
. 4th. That the " Reasons for assenting" to proceed- 
ing with the estimates in CouncU as submitted by the 
Honourable Messrs. Cock and Godlonton, be adopted 
by this Board as embodying the feeling of the inhabi- 
tants of Albany, and that the thanks of the Board be 
voted to those gentlemen for their constitutional and 
manly defence of the beet interests of the Eastern 
Province and the whole Colony. 

(Signed) A. "W". Beck, 

Town Clerk. 
Town Office, Graham's Town, 
4th October, 1850. 



Town Office, Graham's Town, 
12th October, 1850. 

SiE, — With reference to yom- letter dated 28th xilt., 
enclosing for the information of the Commissioners of 
the Municipality of Graham's Town, a copy of the 
draft Constitution for the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope^ prepared by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bt. and C. 
J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, J. Fairbaim, and J. H. 
Wicht, Esquires, as also a subscription list towards 
defraying the expenses to be incurred to enable 
Sir A. Stockenstrom and John Fairbairn, Esq. to 
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proceed to England for the purpose of obtainnigf 
Her Majesty the Queen's sanction thereto, I tan 
directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of 
said documenta, and in reply to refer you to my com- 
munication to your address, dated 4th instant. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) A. W. Beck, 

Town aerk. 
P. 3. DenjBsen, Esq. 
Secretary Cape Town MnnidpaUty. 



XXXII. 

Geo^ Town, 25tli October, 1850. 
Sir, — I am requested by the Commisaioners of the 
QeoTge Town Municipality, to acknowledge the 
receipt of your correspondence of the 2Qth and S8th 
ult., and of the 3rd and 21st inst., in which last letter 
you apprise them that a Central Committee has been 
appointed in Cape Town, consisting of several gen- 
tlemen fo correspond ^ith the Deputation about to 
proceed to Eogluid, &c. &c. I have the honour to 
inform you that on the receipt of your former letters 
the Commissioners did all in their power to meet the 
views of the Commissioners of Cape Town. That 
at a Meeting- held on the 3rd instant, the inhabi- 
tants thought fit to appoint a Committee to whom 
tbey entrusted the management of the Constitution 
forwarded to Commissioners, and in reply to your 
letter of the 31st instant, I am authorized to refer you 
to the Committee above mentioned. 
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The CommisBioners having considered the sereral 
Constitutions set forth for the information of the 
public, do not see the necessity of parties proceeding 
to England, as there appeani to be no very material 
difference in the said Constitutions as to- require such 
strong advocacy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. H. Niepoth, 

Secretary. 

George Town, October 28th, 1850. 
To the Chairman and Commissioners of the Munici- 
pality of Cape Town. 
Dear Sirs, — I do myself the honour to report to 
you, that at a very numerously attended public Meet- 
ing held by the requisition of the Municipality of this 
place in the ToTvn Hall, on the 3rd instant, the follow- 
ing gentlemen were elected as a committee to draw up 
the required petitions to the Queen and both Houees of 
Parliament, and the petitions being approved of by 
the adjourned Meeting held on the instant, 

t^^ther with the lists of subscriptions in the course of 
signature, and wiU be forwarded to the Committee of 
Cape Town without delay. 

Inclosed is a copy of the resolutions agreed to 
unanimously. 

I have, &c, 
(Signed) L. Niepoth, Sen. 

Cburman. 
Committee elected at the public Meeting. 
li. Niepoth, Sen. F. S. Fischeb. 
A. Robertson. R. 0. Scoit. 

E. Bebgh. W. Hooper. 
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At a public Meeting of the resident householders 
of the Municipality of GJ6oi^ Town, convened by the 
Commisaioners to take into consideration a letter 
addressed to them by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and 
Messrs. Brand; Fairbaim, and Beitz, stating their 
reasons for having resigned their seats as unofficial 
Members of the Legialative Council, as also for taking 
into consideration the draft of a Constitution for the 
Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, prepared by the 
aforesaid gentlemen, in conjunction with Mr. Wicht ; 
was held in the Town Hall on the afternoon of Thurs- 
day the 3rd of October, 1850. 

LuDOLPH NiEPOTH, Sen. Esq. J. P. was unani- 
mously and amid great applause called to the chair. 

The following resolutions were then unanimously 
carried. 

1st. Proposed by Mr. John McKenzie Johnson ; 
and seconded by Mr. R. 0. Scott, 

"That this Meeting is decidedly of opinion, that 
the gentlemen selected by the majority of votes as the 
imofficial Members of the Legislative Council, were in 
the wish of the public so elected for the sole and 
exclusive purpose of framing the future Constitution 
of the Colony." 

3nd. Proposed by Mr. Alexander Robertson ; 
and seconded by L. Niepoth, Eeq. J. P. 

"That the inhabitants of this Municipality have 
watched with intense interest the proceedings of tiie 
lately constituted Legislative Council, and while they 
regret that division should . so soon have caused the 
resignation of the unofficial Membera returned by the 
people, they are of opinion that said Members had no 
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alternative wi^out sacrificing their own credit and 
the honour and interest of their constituente, and they 
are decidedly of opinion that the steps token by the 
retired Members with the advice of the Municipality 
of Cape Town, and the plan intended to be carried out 
for the purpoae of obtaining Representative Govern- 
ment for this Colony will be condudve to the best 
interests of all classes of her Majesty's subjects in South 
Africa." 

3. Proposed by Mr. Frederick Sebastian Fischer ; 
and seconded by E. Bergh, Esq. J. P. 

" That the draft of the Constitution for this Colony, 
drawn up by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and Messrs. 
Brand, Fairbaim, Reitz and Wicht in sixteen articles, 
08 BOW read, be approved by the Resident House- 
holders at this Meeting assembled." 

4. Proposed by L. Niepoth, Esq. J. P. ; and 
seconded by Willem Martinez, Esq. 

" That the Chairman, together with Messrs. F. S. 
Fischer, Alexander Robertson, R. 0. Scott, E. Bergh, 
and William Hooper, form themselves into a Com- 
mittee to draw up a petition to her most gracious 
Majraty the Queen, praying that a Constitution as 
drafted by the ex-unofficial Membera of Council be 
established." 

5. Proposed by Mr. E. Bergh, and unanimously 
carried by applause, 

" That the thanks of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct." 
(Signed) L. Niepoth, Sen., 

ChairmBD. 
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Colesberg, 24th October, 1830. 

Sir And. Stockensteom, Bart., John Fairbairn, 
Esq., Advocate Bbahd, F. W. Reitz, Esq. 

Gentlemen,— At a meeting of Householdera and 
Ratepayers held in this village, it was resolred tibat 
the thanks of the Inhabitants be conveyed to you for 
your having, in accordance with their sentimenta, re- 
signed your seats as Members of the Legislative Comi- 
cil. We therefore avail ourselves of this early oppor- 
tunity of expressing their sense of gratitude, and of 
acquainting you of the entire satisfaction felt with 
your proceedings throughout, and of their approval of 
deputing two of your Members to England, soliciting 
Her Majesty to sanction the project in view, and of 
the assurance of their trust being placed in you, with 
their prayer for success. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) A. A. Obtlepp, Thos. Holmes, 
Chables W. Hutton. 



Market House, Colesberg, 23rcl October, 1830. 

P. J. Benyssen, Esq., Secretary to the Cape Town 
Municip^ty. 
Sib,— The Commissioners of this Municipality hav- 
ing taken your letters, dated 36th, S8th Sept., and 3rd 
October last into consideration, and according to your 
suggestion called a public meeting of the resident 
Householders and Ratepayers, I beg herewith to 
enclose you the proceedings of the public meeting held 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



113 

jwterday, and to inform you that the sulncriptions 
already amount to £34. 5t, and when the hat has been 
returned from the country the proceeds shall be trait»> 
mitted. 

I hare, &;c. 

(Signed) A, db Waal, 

Town Clerk. 



At a public meeting of resident Houaeholders, at 
Golesbei^, Mr. Ortlepp was unanimously called to the 
chair. 

Mr. Commissioner A. A. Ortlepp, the chairman, 
explained the object for which the meeting had beer 
convened, viz. : — 

To take the sense of the Ratepayers as to the pro- 
priety of the four popularly elected unofficial Members 
of the Ijegislative Council havingresigned their seats, 
in consequence of the Governor wishing some excep- 
tionable items in the estimates for 18dl, and the supple- 
mentary estimates for 1850 to be passed ; and also for 
ascertaining the feelings of the Ratepayers as to the 
draft Constitution for the Colony, framed by the said 
unofficial Members, and to open a list of subscriptions 
to defrtiy the expenses of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, 
and John Fairbaim, Esq. to proceed to Europe to 
convey to Her Majesty the wishes and wants of the 
Colonists. 

Proposed by Mr. C. Hutton, and 
Seconded by Mr. D. Amot, jun. 

" That it is the universal feeling of this Munici- 
pality, that the said four popularly elected unofficial 
I 
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Members are deserving of the confidence of tlus 
Municipality, for'havmg^ resign^ their seats rather 
than have created such a breach of trust in giving theit 
votes for such exceptionable items of expenditure as 
His Excellency the Grovemor had proposed in the 
Estimates, the scrutiny and sanction of which, in the 
opinion of this Meeting, were very properly withheld 
for the future Parliament of the Cape of Good Hope." 

Proposed by Mr. 0. J. Kemper, and 

Seconded by Mr. C. Hutton, 
" That the Draft Constitution, as framed by the four 
popularly elected Members of Council, combined with 
Mr. Wicht, and adopted by the Board of Commis- 
sioners for the Cape Town Municipality, is by this 
Municipality deemed the most suitable." 

Proposed by Mr. L. von Maltitz, and 

Seconded by Mr. M. Morrell, 
"That a subscription list, as presented, be opened, to 
obtain the necessary means for conveying to Her Ma- 
jesty the wishes and wants of the Colonists ; and that 
the Comiuissioners of this Municipality do head the 
same with £10 from the Municipal limds at their 



Proposed by Mr. E. Gibbon, and 
Seconded by Mr. L. von Maltitz, 
" That a Committee be appointed to draw up a letter 
of thanks to the four popularly elected Members of 
Council, conveying to them the sense of this Munici- 
pality, for their upright conduct in withdrawing from 
the Council ; and that the confidence and trust that the 
Mimicipality had placed in their hands, by electing 
them to represent their interest, have been truly 
realized." 
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Proposed by Mr. J. Draper, and 
Seconded by Mr. Kemper, 
" That Messrs. Ortlepp, Holmes, and 0. Hutton, do 
form the committee to draw up the above letter." 
Proposed by Mr. Kemper, and 
Seconded by Mr. Hutton, 
" That the proceedingB of this Meeting* be published 
in every newspaper in the Colony." 
Proposed by Mr. Hutton, and 
Seconded by Mr. Maltitz, 
" That the contents of the communications received 
irom the Seovtary of the Cape Town MunicipaUty, be 
made public among the farmers of this district, request- 
ing; them to take part in the object in view, that sub- 
scription lists be immediately sent out." 

Mr. Ortlej^ having left the chair, it was proposed 
hy Mr. Hutton, and seconded hy Mr. Draper, 

" That a vote of thanks be passed to Mr. Ortlepp, 
for his able and impartial conduct in the chair.** 

(Signed) A. A. Ortlepp, 

Chsinnan. 



XXXIV. 
STOCKENSTROM— KAT RIVER. 

Philipton, 2lBt OcUdier, l»50. 
To Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and John 
Fairbairn, Esq. 
Gentlemen, — Having elected you as oiu" represen- 
tatives to the late Council, we beg leave to thank you 
for your exertions in the late Council, and also at the 
Board for drawing up a Constitution for the country 
I S 
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generally. We do not profess to understand much of 
what has been gving on ; hut, as far as we have heard 
and seen, it is our humhle opinion that you have acted 
for the best interests of the country. 

Inclosed resolutions contain our views on the great 
pending- subject of a Cape Ctovemment and Parhament, 
and in regard to the working of a Cape Parliament 
for the Eastern District, which we dread with an in- 
expressible dread. In some of our views we may 
even differ with you, our respected friends and well- 
wishers, but they are the genuine feelings of our 
hearts. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed by 32 Inhabitants.) 

The people who have signed these documents are 
a standing Committee, and they speak in the name of 
the entire settlement, of all parties, that is, of both 
Churdies. 



Meeting held at Pbilipton, on Monday 31st instant, 
Mb. Andreas Hatta in the chair. 

Proposed by Mr. John Frie, and 

Seconded by Mr. Pieter Plaatjes, 
1. That this Meeting desires thankfully to record 
the fact, that under the wise and benign rule of the 
British Government and the Imperial Parliament, the 
condition of the natives of this country has been one 
of prc^essive improvement in the concessions of their 
rights and privil^es as men and British subjects, the 
Government and Imperial Parliament having invaria- 
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bly exercised a watchful solicitude io guarding their 
righta and liberties against the attempts of Colonial 
L^;i8lature8 to oppress them by local or class laws'. 

Proposed by Mr. William Goezaar, 

Seconded by Mr. K. Leeboer^ 

2. That although it be cheerfully granted that 
pnblie opinion, in regard to the natives, has under^ 
gone a very great and remarkable change for the 
better, and the press of the Colony with scarcely an 
exception, has on various occasions acted nobly and 
liberally on behalf of the coloured people of this 
country, in defending them against oppression, insult, 
and defamation : That still this Meeting cannot but 
feel the strongest apprehensions, that from the known 
antagonism which exists between the whites and 
blacks, or people of European and African descent, 
and their diversified states and conditions, an African 
Parliament wiU foe detrimental to the interests of Her 
Majesty's aboriginal subjects, more especially if there 
should take place LegislatiTe separation between the 
Western and Eastern Divisions of the Colony by 
which all chance of getting able, independent, liberal, 
and unprejudiced representatives will be cut off. 

Proposed by Mr. Alie Arendae, 
Seconded by Hendrick Prens, 

3. That this Meeting has seen with inexpressible 
satisfaction the fixing of the franchise for the repre- 
sentative Assembly, or lower House, at igSfl value of 
fixed property, by which a proportionate number of 
coloured people will be constituted electors, so as to 
preserve the equipoise of political balance between Her 
Majesty's subjects, a measure which is not only duly 
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appredated by the coloured people, bat would also be 
in unison with the known wishes of the British public 
and OoTenuneut.; but whilst they have seen with 
pleasure the feeling with which it has been received in 
the western districts, they have also on the other hand 
witnessed with pain and alarm the opposition which 
has been made to it in certain parts of the frontier, 
which has only confirmed the fears of the native 
population, that a South African and especially a 
frontier Parliament separated fr^m the West, will be 
highly injurious to their rights and liberties. 

Proposed by Field-Comet Lodewyk Peffer, 

Seconded by Field-Comet Andreas Botha, 
4. That this. Meeting- desires to thank His Excel- 
lency and "the late Legislative .Council/' for the 
great boon of £35 franchise, and decides that a letter 
praying to support its confirmation by the Queen in 
Council be addressed to His Excellency the GJovemor. 

Proposed by Bev. James Bead, Jun., 

Seconded by Mr. Kupido Daniel, 
fi. That this Meeting desires hereby to thank the 
popular Bepresentatives for their able, disinterested, 
and patriotic conduct in the late Council, and entirely 
approves the course they have pursued, and pray that 
their efibrts may be still farther blessed for the good 
of the country generally. 

Proposed by Mr. Hendrik Vincent, 

Seconded by, Mr, Frans Witbooy, 
0. That it is the opinion of this Meeting that 
communications be addressed to the people redding at 
the Missionary institutions and the town and villages, 
to come forward in support of the ibllowing articles in 
the new Constitution : — 
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Art 1. One geaeral or supnne AdminifitrBtiTe 
Government, with a GoTonor-GeiiMal Sot the whole 
Colony. 

Art. 2. A complete Civil and Judicial Establish- 
ment with a Lieutenant-GoTernor for the Eastenk 
Province. 

Art. 3. One Parliament oonaistiQg' of Upper and 
Lower HooBe ht the whole Colony, with a franchise 
of £S5 fixediproperty for the latter. 

Ahdbeas Hatta, 



(Copy of Memorial to Sir H. Smith.) 

Philiptoo, 3lBt October, ISSO. 

To His BxceUency Sir H. G. Smith, G.C.B., 
Governor, &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the XTndersigfned humbly 
eheweth — 

That your Excellency'fl Memorialists ^tefiilly 
appreciate the protection which has been horded them 
by the imperial Government and Parliament of Great 
Britfun for so many years past. 

That they have engaged with mixed feelings of hope 
and fear, in the duties attending the fonning of Ke- 
jH-esentative Institutions, for whilst on the one hand 
they are glad to see such Institutions conferred on 
Her Majesty's subjects as their peculiar birthright, 
fliey are not without their forebodings about the 
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working of a South African Pariiament. Memorial- 
ists feel like children leaving their father's house to 
begin the world for themselves. The subject of the 
iranchise was to them of deep interest, and hence their 
sati^action in finding that it has been fixed at £26 
fixed property by the "late legislative Council." 
Memorialists have, however, seen with concern and 
alarm an opposition on the frontier to this provision, 
by which many of the coloured people will be consti- 
tuted electors. Memorialists trust their fellow-subjects 
will see tiie propriety and justice of leaving the fran- 
chise as proposed by Messrs. Porter and Montagu, as 
fi>om the want of fixed property of high value the 
natives will be altogether excluded from the Upper 
House. 

The leading articles of the Constitution they support 
are the following : — 

1. One general and supreme administrative Govern- 
ment, with a Governor-General for the whole Colony, 

2. A complete Civil and Judicial Establishment^ 
with a Lieutenant-Governor for the Eastern Province. 

8. One Parliament, consisting of Upper and Lower 
House for the whole Colony, with a franchise of £25 
fixed property for the latter. 

We have the honour to be, 
&c. &c. &C. 
(Signed) Andreas Hatta, 

Chainnui of a meetinK that vaa held at PhOqitoa 
on the 2Ist October, and 10 others. 
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WORCESTER. 
To P. J. DentsseNj Esq., Hon. Secretary. 

WonxBtet, 28th October, 1S50. 

Sib, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letters dated 8rd and S4th instant^ with its 
enclosures. 

I am instructed by the committee appointed by 
Tirtue of t^e enclwed resolutions, to transmit to you 
for the purpose therein mentioned, a copy of the same. 

The above committee will be happy to become the 
means of communication between the inhabitants of 
this district and the central committee, as proposed in 
your letter ; and they sug^^est that from their number 
Messra. P. G. Melring and J . Lindenberg, be added to 
the central committee as honorary Membra^ 

I heg to transmit per Mr. P. Meiring the first re- 
mittance of £7. lOSj in aid of the funds for defraying 
the expense to be incurred by the deputation. A 
large sum has been subscribed, but the amount not yet 
received. I beg to request you to pay over the above 
to the Treasurer. 

The petition to her Majesty the Queen will be for^ 
warded by his Excellency the Governor by next post, 
and to the Parliament by Sir A. Stockenstrom, when 
more numerously signed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Lindenb£Ro, 

Hon. Secretary and Tresinrer. 
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Minutes of the Proceeding of a Public Meeting 
held at WorceBter, on the IQth October, 1860. 
Resolved: 

lat. That this Meeting attaches, its entire approba^ 
tion to the outlines of a constitutional form of Gorem- 
ment now read and framed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, 
Bart., and the other gentlemen who lately resigned 
their seats in the L^iislative Council. 

Snd. That this Meeting rejects the report of the 
Board of Commissioners ^pranted.by his Excelleiu^ 
the Crovernor, to frame a constitution for this Colony, 
and published in the OoTemment Gai^te of the ^ 
October, inasmuch as the said Board does not possess 
that public confidence to entitle diepi to frame a con- 
stitution. 

8rd. That this Meeting especially disapproves of 
the 6th clause of the said Report, the 10th and 11^ 
articles of the ?th clause, the 2nd article of the 9th 
clause, and the 11th clause, together with such other 
parts a& are inconsistent with the draft constitution 
approved of in the first resolution. 

4th. That this Meeting expresses its full approba- 
tion of the step taken by the four elected Members of 
the late Council in reigning their seats, as conveyed 
by them in an address presented to this community, 
which address they highly approve of, and they repu- 
diate and despise the groundless and insulting insinu- 
ation of the Secretary to Government, uttered in 
Council, to the effect that the above Members were 
elected by imdue means. 

6th, That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that had 
the Legislative Council undertaken the grave and 
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important matters of legiflbtion enumerated in His 
ExceUencys minute of the 10th September^ such inter- 
ference would hftve led to the virtual re<«stablifihment 
and continuance of the said Council, already unequivo- 
cally condemned both by the Government and the 
public, and by raising a supposition with Earl Grey 
that the colonists hare become re«>nciled to the said 
Council, might be the cause of further delay in the 
obtainment of representEttive institutions. 

6tb. That a petition to Her Majesty the Queen, 
embodying the draft of the constitution approved in 
the first resolution, be drawn up and laid open for sig^ 
nature. 

7th. That copies of the resolutions now adopted be 
transmitted to His Excellency the Governor, for the 
purpose of being forwarded, with the Report of the 
Board of Commissioners to the Right Hon. the Secre- 
tary of State, also to the gentiemen who iramed the 
approved form of a constitution, together with the 
warmest thanks of this Meeting in acknowledgment of 
their highly appreciated labours. 

8th. That a committee be appointed to carry out 
the views of the resolutions now adopted, which com- 
mittee shall also collect subscriptions in aid of the ex- 
penses of deputing Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart, and 
John Fairbaim, Esq. 'to England for the benefit of 
this Colony, and that Messrs. D. Fraenkel, F. L. Lin- 
denberg, P. G. Meiring, J. Naude, J. Lindenberg, and 
W. Quin be requested to form that committee, with 
Mr. J. Ijndenberg for their treasurer and secretary. 
(Signed) D. Fbaenkel., 



A true copy. 

(Si^ed) J. LlNUENBEIlO. 
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Copy of B Resolution adopted at a Meetings of tiie 
Board of Commissioiiers of the Municipality of Wor- 
cester, held on the I4th day of Decemher, 1860. 

That this Board cordially approves and adopts the 
sentiments expressed in the resolutions passed at Puhlic 
Meetings held in this town on the ISth and 18th 
October last, approving of the resignation of Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart, and Messrs. Brand, Fairbaim, and 
Beitz ; and concurs in the reasons of dissent addressed 
to the several Municipalities and the Road Boards, by 
the seceding Members of the late Council, fully con- 
vinced that no other step could have prevented the 
Legislative Council from again coming into existence, 
and thereby causing the delay of representative insti- 
tutions probably for many years. 



XXXVI. 
PAARL. 



26th Oct. 1850. 

Sib,— Pursuant to previous notice, a public Meeting 
of the resident householders was held this day. 

Is. Jer. de VilUerS; Esq. was unanimously called to 
the chair. 

• The Chairman having briefly explained the object 
for which this Meeting was called; and read the four 
letters received from the Cape Town Municipality, and 
the resolutions adopted by the Commissioners of the 
Cape Town Municipality on the Q5th September, 1850, 
and those of the resident householders on the 3nd 
October, 1850; proceeded to read in finglish and Dutch 
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to the Meetiiig', the Constitution framed by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and 0. J. Brand, F. W. Beitz, 
John Fairbaim, and J. H. Wicht, Esquires, where- 
upon it was 

Ist. Proposed by Mr. H. G. F. EnsUn, 
Seconded by Mr. A. J. du Toit, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That the Constitution for this Colony, as framed 
by Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., and C. J. Brand, 
F. W. Beitz, John Fairb^m, and J. H. Wicht, 
Esquires, and now read to the Meeting, meets with 
the fidl approbation of this Meeting-, and that a 
petition be drawn up to our gracious Queen, and both 
Houses of Parliament, praying- that the said Consti- 
tution may be established in this Colony, and that 
the said Petition be forthwith presented for sig- 
nature. 

2nd. Proposed by Mr. J. 0. Eleyn, 

Seconded by Mr. Isaac J. Minnaar, and 
unanimously adopted. 
That the nomination <k Sir Andries Stockenstrom, 
Bart, and John Fairbaim, Esq. by the Municipality 
of Cape Town, to proceed to England with the said 
Constitution is fully apfroved of by this Meeting, 
and that a subscription list be immediately opened 
to defray the expenses of these gentlemen, and be 
presented for signature by the same persons who 
present the Petition. 

3rd. Proposed by Mr. A. J. du Toit, J. J's Son, 
Seconded by Mr. A. J. Enslin, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That the thanks not only of this Meeting, but also 
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of &11 the inhabituits of this Colony are doe to Sir 
Andries Stockenstrom, Bart^ flmd-0: J. Brand, F. W. 
Reitz, John Faarbaim, and J. W. Wicht, Esquires, 
to the four first mentioned, for the advoeaey of our 
rights and privileges during the rfme that they served 
in the Legislative Conndl, and t6i all jointly for the 
laborious task undertaken and executed by tbenij 
namdy, to frame a Constitution for this Colony. 
4th. Proposed by Mr.. Bavid And. de Villiers, 
Seconded by Mr. A. Enslin, and 
unanimottBly adopted, 
That this Meeting ftilly approves of the resignatioh 
of the four unc^cial Members of tiie Legislative 
Council, the moment they were called upon to prOOeed 
with the estimates and other matters, for which they 
bad not been chosen by the people, those gentlemen 
having been chosen by us exclusively to assist in 
firaming a Constitiition for this Colony. 

6th. Proposed by Mr. Isaak Jacob de Villiers, 
Js. son. 
Seconded by Mr. J. Rogers, and 
unanimously adopted. 
That in the opinion of this Meeting it had become 
impossible after the statement of the Secretary to 
Government, "that the official Members of the Legis- 
lative Council were obliged to vote in fevoiir of every 
Oiovemment measure, whatever their ' own opinion 
might be," to place the least confidence in a Consti- 
tution framed by a Board thus constituted, much less 
confidence deserves the Constitution framed by certain 
Commissioners appointed by Sir H. G. W. Smith, 
because not one of these gentlemen, forming that 
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Gonmtbsioa, posaesses the ccmfidence or expnoBes the 
opiniond of the latest and most respectable portion of 
the Colonists. 

6th. Proposed by Mr. M. de Eock, 

Seconded by Mr. H. G. F. Enslin, and 
imEtnimously adrated^ 
That this Meeting baa read with regret and dii^fiist 
the remarks made by the Secretary to QoTemment 
in the Legislatire Council, regarding- the election of 
the four unofficial Members who had been diosen by 
a majority of votes throughout the Colony,— with 
regtet^ because it miKt have been painiul for men of 
80 high a character as those gentlemen, to hear such 
an unfounded asBertdon from the lips of one of the first 
officers in the Colony, — with disgust, because this 
Meeting is conrincedas r^^ardsthe Paarl district, that 
this remark is incorrect and untrue, inasmuch as it is 
proved by the ticket, which was posted here at a 
public place, before the voting commenced, and now 
produced in this Meeting, th^ tlm names of not' one 
of them appeared in that ticket, it being as follows :~ 



"VOTE FOR 
J. J. L. Smuts . . 
H. E. Rutherfoord 
T. B. Bailey . . . 
J. J. Meintjes . . . 
W. Fleming .... 



f for the C^e District. 

for Caledon. 
for Graaff Reinet. 
for Port Elizabeth." 
7th. Proposed by Mr. G. L. Steytler, 

Seconded by Mr. A. J. B. du Toit, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That ten gentlemen be elected for the purpose of 
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carrjingf into eflfect the latter part of the first and 
second resolutions passed by this Meeting, and also a 
Committee^ consisting of seven gentlemen, to commn- 
nicate with the Centr^ Committee in Gape Town, 
appointed to correspond with the Depntati.on in Eng- 
land, which Committee shall choose two from amongst 
them to act as Honorary Members of the Central 
Committee in Cape Town. 

8th. Proposed by Mr. S. Jordaan, 

Seconded by Mr. J. N. de ViUiers, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That copies of the resolutions adopted by this Meet- 
ing, signed by the Chairman, be transmitted to his 
Excellency the Governor, praying that the same may 
be forwarded by him to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, together with the Report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed by him, and also to the four unoffi- 
cial Members of the late Jj^islative Council, and J. 
H. Wicht, Esq., and to the Commissioners of the 
Cape Town Municipality, and published in one or more 
of the Colonial newspapers. 

The Meeting then proceeded to elect ten gentlemen 
for the purpose of carrying out the latter part of the 
lirst and second resolutions, when the following gen- 
tlemen were chosen. 

For Ward No. 1, witiiin the 

Municipality . . . H. 6. P. Enslin. 
For Ward No. 2, ditto . A. F. Enslin. 
„ „ 3, ditto . A. J. du Toit. 

„ „ 4, ditto . A. J. F. du Toit 
For Faardenbei^, J. P. Eksteen. 
For Wellington, Gab. Malan. 
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For Klein Drakenstein, M. Vander Spuy. 
For Franschehock, M. A. de Villiera. 
For Groot DrakenBtein, J. W. Louw. 
For behind the Paarl, C. E. Grundelingf. 
And for the Committee to correspond with the Cen- 
tral Committee in Cape Town, as follows : — 
MesHrt. Igaak J. de Villiers, A. J. son. 
J. R. Zeederberg, M.D. 
G. L. Steytler. 
Isaak J. Minnaar. 
M. A. de Villiers. 
Jac. N. de Villiers, and 
Jacob Francois Minnaar. 
Proposed by Mr. H. G. F. Enslin, 
Seconded by Mr. G. L. Steytler, and 
unanimously adopted, 
That the l^nka of this Meeting are due to the 
Chairman for his able and impartial conduct in the 
Chair. 



XXXVII. 
TULBAGH. 

BESOLUTIONS AT A PUBUC UEETINO. 

1. That in the opinion of this Meeting, the impu- 
tations on the four Members of the Legislative 
Council, who resigned, are unfounded as far as this 
District is concerned, and must therefore hare arisen 
from false information, as disgraceful to the p^^on 
who communicated them to the Honourable the Secre- 
tary to Government, as it was impolitic in him to 
publish them. 

K 
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S. That this Meeting is tmanimouB in its opinion 
that the conduct of the official Members towards the 
uDoflBcials was throughout most ofiensive and insolt- 
ing, and calculated to injure the best interests of the 
Cobny. And this Meeting. bind themselves, should 
another election take place, to vote for the same Mem- 
bers again, since t^eir conduct stands ap]n>oved for 
manliness and integrity. 

3. That the thanks of this Meeting are due to J. 
H. Wicht, Esq. for the aid given to the four unofficial 
Members with his advice and experience in framing 
the sixteen articles of the Constitution. 

4. That Dt. Edward French be requested to transmit 
the above resolutions to the ComnuBiouers of the Cape 
Town MunicipaUty^ that they may be forwarded to 
the gentlemen therein mentioned. 

6. That the Inhabitants of this district regret much 
that in consequence of the affliction under whicii they 
recently suffered (the Locusts) they are not in a con- 
' dition to contribute more liberally to the fiind for 
covering the expenditure to be inciured by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and Mr. Fairbaim on their 
voyage to England, but for which affliction they would 
have contributed more liberally. 

6. That the thanlra of this Meeting are due to 
Sir Andries Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, 
Esq., for the trouble and inconvenience they have 
taken on themselves in proceeding to England for tiie 
good of this Colony. 

A true copy, 

(Signed) Edwabd Fkench. 
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SOMERSET, (EAST.) 

To J. Dentssen, Esq. Secretary of the Municipal 
Board, Cape Town. 

Hnndp&l Office, Somerset, (East). 
October 25th, 1850. 

Sib, — With reference to yoiir several letters 
addressed to the Commissioners of the Municipality of 
Somerset^ bearing* date respectively the S6th and the 
28th ultimo, and 3rd instant, with the several en- 
closures relative to the retirement from the Legislative 
Council of four of the unofficial Members, and form of 
a Constitution framed by them, &c. I have now by 
direction of the Board, in reply thereto, to state, that 
in order to ascertain the views and sentiments of the 
inhabitant householders of this Municipality on the 
matters in question, they (the Commissioners) called 
a public meeting, of which meeting holden at Somerset 
yesterday (Thursday the S4th inst.) I am directed to 
transmit to you the minutes for the information of the 
Municipal Board of Cape Town. 

The Chair having been taken by George Edward 
Joseph, Esq., Mr. Charles Cooper, Surgeon, one of the 
Municipal Commissioners, stated the object for which 
the Meeting had been convened, and the letters from 
the Secretary of the Cape Town Board having been 
read by the Town Clerk : 

Dr. Eadie proposed the first resolution, 

" That this Meeting disapproves of the resignation 
of the four unofficial Members of the Legislative 
K 2 
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Cotmcil, as being- detrimental to the whole interests of 
the Colony, feeling that it was done to embarraM the 
Government ;" which having been seconded by Mr. 
John Butler, the following amendment was moved by 
Mr. B. Solomon, and seconded by Mr. P. "Withers, 

" That the four Members who have resigned in the 
opinion of this Meeting have acted as men of honour 
in refusing to go into the question of expenditiire." 

This amendment having been put to the vote and 
negatived, the original resolution was carried by a large 
majority. 

It was then moved by Mr. W. H. Smith, 
Seconded by Mr. William Cawood, and carried 
by a large majority, 
" That this Meeting will not pledge itself to any 
form for a proposed Constitution, which has not for its 
object the removal of the seat of Government to a 
central position, or the separation of the Provinces." 
The 3rd resolution was then moved by Mr. 
Beamish, seconded by Mr. Charles Webber, 
and carried by a lai^e majority, 
"That this Meeting thanks the remaining two 
unofficial Members of the Legislative Council, for their 
constitutional and manly defence of the Eastern 
Province, and agrees with their reasons for assenting 
to proceed with the Estimates, and also adopt their 
exceptions to the form of Representative Government, 
sug^;ested by tJie Report of the Right Honourable 
the Lords of the Council in Committee assembled, and 
subsequentiy in the Letters Patent transmitted with a 
dispatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State." 
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It was then proposed by Mr. B. Solomon^ and 
seconded by Mr. P. Withers, 
4th. " That in the opinion of this Meeting, the four 
ex-Members were actuated by consdeutious motives in 
resigning their seats." 

Which resolution being put to the vote was negatived 
by a large majority. 

A vote of thanks was then unanimously carried to 
the Chairman, for his able, and very impartial conduct 
in the Chair, and the Meeting broke up. 
' It is to be observed that this Meeting was one of 
the largest ever held in tbia Municipality, and the 
dissentient voices to the general feeling in accordance 
with the tone of the Kesolutions were very few. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) D. R. Mabillieb, 

Town Clerk. 



To Sir A. Stockenstbom, Bart., and Messrs. John 

Faibbairh, F. W. Reitz, and Advocate Bkand, 

the Address of the undersigned, 
Sheweth, 

That we the undersigned Landed Proprietors and 
Householders of the District of Somerset and the 
Eastern Frontier of the Colony, approve of all your 
measures as the popularly elected Members of the 
late Legislative Council, and as framers of the Con- 
stitution for the Colony in conjunction with Mr. Wicht, 
as approved and adopted by the Cape Town Munici- 
pality. 

We beg to express our entire satisfaction with the 
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measures thus adopted as well as with the missioD of 
Mr. Fairbaim and Sir AndriesStockenfitrom to England 
for the purpose of obtaining' Her Majesty's approval 
to the Constitution, and we will support you as far as 
our means will admit to enable you to obtain the object 
in view, viz. a Constitution consistent with tiie wants 
and circumstancea of our country. 

We would at the same time here deny that Mr. 
Godlonton, the GoTemment Member, ever or in any 
way represented our views in Council. 

That you, Gentlemen, may long- live to serve your 
country, and that you may, by Divine help, obtiun the 
Constitution in queBtion,is the prayerof your,&c.&c.&c. 
(Signed) W. A. van Aardt, 

and 34 othera. 



XXXIX. 
CRADOCK. 



To J. P. Denyssen, Esq. Town Clerk, Cape Town. 
Town Houae. Cradock, Oct. I6th. 1850. 
Sir, — I am directed by the Commissioners for tlus 
Municipality to acknowledge to you the receipts of 
your letters of the 28th ultimo, and 3rd instant, with 
enclosures, and to inform you, as soon as our Muni- 
cipal Board is complete, that the draft for the Consti- 
tution for the Colony of the Cape of Grood Hope, 
prepared by Sir A. Stoekenstrom, Bart., and C. J. 
Brand, F. W. Heitz, John F^airbaim, and J. H. 
Wicht, Esqa. and adopted by the Commissioners for 
the Municipality of Cape Town, shall have their par- 
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eonsidering' this a subject of great importanoie. 

(Signed) F. a Philups, 

Town Clerk. 



To J. P.: Ben TSSBHj Esq., Secretary to the Munici- 
padity rf the CSty of Cape Town. 

Office of the Bawd of PnliUe Roads for tho 
Divuionof Cradoek, tstNoTentber, 1850. 

SiEj— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 26th September, with the extract 
accompanying it of the proceedings on the previous 
day of the Board of Commiesioners of the Cape Town 
MunicipaUty ; and I am instructed to inform you for 
the information of that body, that, at a fall Meeting 
of the Divisional Board, convened expressly on the 
S6th ultimo for its consideration, it was unanimously 
resolved - 

1st. That this Board is of opinion that the four 
Members who retired fi*om the late Legislative Council 
would have benefited their country more by retaining 
their seats in the Legislative Council than by resigning. 

2nd. That this Board is further of opinion that no 
good can possibly result fcom deputing Sir A. Stocken- 
strom and John Fairbaim, Esq. to take to England 
tile draft of a Constitution framed by a Committee of 
the Cape Town Municipality in opposition to that 
framed by the Commissioners appointed by His Excd.- 
lency the Governor, which latter appears to this Board 
to be most liberal ; and that as it diiF»B in no material 
point from that framed by the aforesaid Committee, 
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md that ther6 being;; in fact, nothing left; to cavil at 
or contend against, it is mnch to be feared that the 
Home Government will attribute the oppomtion shewn 
to any thing but a patriotic or loyal feelings hence that 
it is eminently calculated to retard instead of promoting* 
the desired object. 

3rd. That, for the above reaaonSj the Board begs 
leave to decline any participation ia the measure pro- 
posed by the Cape Town Municipalityj as set forth in 
a letter of the 26th September last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) John Walkee, 

Secretary. 



XL. 
ZWAGERS H0EK._(S0MER8ET, EAST.) • 
To Sir A. Stockenstbom, Bart., the Hon. C. J. 
Brand, F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbaien. 

Stockdale, Zwagers Hoek, 
26tb October, 1850. 
Honourable Sirs, — As Chairman of a Meeting 
of Ratepayers, held this day in Zwagers Hoek, I have 
the honour to forward to you the enclosed address, which 
was voted without any division or a single dissentient 
voice, and to request that the Municipal Commiaaioners 
of Cape Town will obhge us with some blank lists, 
such as have already been forwarded to other con- 
stituencies. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. W. Huttoh, 

Chairman of MeeUiig of Bat^yen. 
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To SirANSBiES StockenstboHj B&rt.,aiid C. Brakd, 
F. W. Keitz, and John Faibbaibn, Eaqra. 

Oentlehen,— We the andersigned^ Inhabitants of 
the Field-Cometcy of Zwagere Hoek Division of 
Somerset, having bad under oar attention your address 
of the Q Ist of September, take the liberty to proffer you 
this exprrasion of our unfeigned gratitude, that you 
recently resigned 3'our seats in the Council, because 
the majority in that body, in opposition to the general 
desire of the public, decided upon the consideration of 
other business than the formation of the intended Con- 
stitution of the country ; which other business, in the 
humble opinion of the undersigned, should have been 
left for the decision of the future Colonial Parliament, 
duly repTesenting" the landed and other interests of the 
Colony, as the only body holding proper authority for 
tiie purpose, and whose decision, in these matters, the 
Council would have anticipated. 

Further, having given our attention to the form of a 
Constitution, as framed by yourselves, with the assist- 
ance of Mr. J. H. Wicht, we have wholly approved of 
the same, and to the end, that this Constitution may be 
obtained from her Majest}' the Queen, we do request 
you to add oar names as signed below, to the Memorial 
sent to her most gracious Majesty by the Cape Town 
Municipality— the said Memorial comprehending- all 
the particulars of the said draft. 

Further, we respectfully request that Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, Esq., will 
be pleased to proceed to Eng'land as oiir representa- 
tives, t« submit our interests to her Majesty, and we 
do declare ourselves willing- to bear our share of 
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the expense of their voyag'e, each according; to )m 
ability. 

(Signed) P. E. Ebugeb, 

And 40 others. 



XLI. 
UITENHAGE. 

To the Secretary of the Cape Town Municipality. 
UUephage Town, SCh Nweniber, ISad. 

SiBj — In acknowledgment of your letter of the 21st 
ultimo, I am directed by the Commissioners of the 
TJitenhage Municipality, to acquaint you that they 
have duly considered its import and suggestion, they 
are prepared to carry out the general purport of your 
letter so far as the consistency of their views will 
admit of, influenced however by the impression that 
under " the trying circumstances of the tame," it is 
the best course they can pursue towards obtaining 
some near approach to their own, and to the wishes of 
their constituents. 

Messrs. Cribson, Hull, Rutherfoord, Lear and Kens, 
have kindly undertaken to form a Committee of Cor- 
respondence for the object specified in your letter. 

With regard to the amount of subscription that may 
be collected, they are at present unable to form any 
correct idea, and they fear they cannot hold out any 
hope of its being large, but the list is in course of cir- 
culation, and the success of their ^peal will be made 
known to you in a few daj's. 

In reference to the Constitution drawn up by yaar 
Committee, I am further to state that the people of 
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Uitenh^«; though they were otherwise cooaentiDg; 
cannot liilly concur in any measure of that nature 
which fails to provide for central GoTernment or 
Federation. 

I have^ &c., 

C. W. H. DE LA Habpe, 
Town Clerk. 



XLII. 

BEAUFORT (WEST). 

To Sib A. Stockettstrom, Bart.^ and John Faib- 
BAiBN, C. J. Brand, and F. W. Reitz, Eaqra. 
Beaufort (West), 29t]i October, 1850. 
Gentleuen, — We, the undersigned landowners and 
others of the town of Beaufort and its vicinity, beg to 
convey, through the medium of this address, oxur entire 
approval of your spirited and independent conduct 
in resigning your seats in the Legislative Council, and 
likewise our iuU concurrence in the principles laid down 
in the " Reasons of Dissent," published for the infor- 
mation of your constituents. We also agree that our 
sincere thanks are due to yourselves and J. H. Wicht, 
Esq., for the care, talent and attention displayed in 
preparing the different articles contained in the 
" Draft Constitution," a copy of which has been kindly 
forwarded to this Municiptdity, and can only express 
our hopes that your noble and disinterested efforts 
to secure for the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
a free, liberal and just representative Government, 
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may be at an early period crowned with complete 
success. 

We have^ &c,, 

(Signed) 



William Thmuto 
J. D. E. Orimbeek 

C. Pritchard 
Thomas Watson 
H. Rose 

Thos. Tenmuit, J.P. 
H. W. Simpson 
Robert Lavrson 

D. MeDermid 
W. Fraser 
Theodore Kiezer 
N. Meeser 

J. R. Hohae 
C.I)evemsh,D. Son 
J. T. Wernich 
S. T. Weeby 
B. B. Randle 
B. Lasur 
Henry Hick 
J. B. Chappison 
O. C. Weeler 
J. G. Heineman 
M. G. de Jager 
H. J. de Jager 
J. de Jager 
W. Warba 



A. MeDermid 
C. W. Baath 
J. Christie 

M. Weiler 
M. de Jager 
T. de Jager 
H. Hermans 
P. W. du Plessis 
A. Grimbeek 
F. A. Kuiler 
T. D. Villiers 
J. P. L. de Villiers 
J. H. de Beer 
J.S.N. deVilUers 
A. F. BoBsman 

F. BoBsman 
A. F. Heyns 
T. T. Heyns 
C. J. de Villiers 
L. F. Glenwerk 
John Thompson 
James Branding 

G. T. Bailey 

J. W. Stumpfer 
M A. Stumpfer 



/ Commisnonera of the 
1* Munidpality of 
y Beaufort. 

C. Devenish, J. 8. 
G. Berenish 

G. W. Londt 
B. H.Mocke 
P. F. Meyer 
Abraham J. WeelU 
J. Harris 

D. J. du Plesses 
P. M. Osthuysen 
A. Gentle 

G. Wolhuter 

H. Townsend 

Q. J. A. Grimbeek 

D. RoBsoux 

R. S. Grimbeek 

G. J. Adrianzen 

M. Letter 

G. G. Smith 

G. F. de Villkra 

G. J. Ronx, jun. 

P. H. Boux 



XLIII. 
SWELLENDAM. 



Pursuant to a notice, a Public Meeting toot place 
at Swellendam, on Saturday the 9th instant ; but 
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owin^ to the extreme inclemency of tjie weatber, a 
number of the country people were prevented from 
attending. Several of the Field Comets and others 
from the neighbourhood were present, who, with the 
residents of t^ village, formed a respectable attend, 
ance. Mr. Alexander Reid having been unanimously 
called to the chair, explained the object of the Meeting j 
when Mr. Moodie moved an adjournment, on the 
grounds that the swollen state of the rivers bad pre- 
vented a better attendance. This, however, was 
overruled. When Mr. Moodie handed to the Chairman 
a paper containing a proposal, negativing both the 
Government and popular forms of Constitution, and 
substituting a plan for electing for each district two 
Members to be added to the present Council. Dr. 
"White here stated, " That little more than two years 
ago, a Public Meeting took place in Swelleodam, for 
the purpose of petitioning the Home Government for 
a Representative Government, proposing the very 
thing which Mr. Moodie now proposed ; that Mr. 
Moodie was then most strenuous in opposing the plan ; 
and now that so liberal a Constitution was offered to 
us, Mr, Moodie wished us to fall back to that which 
he so forcibly opposed." The Meeting, however, ap- 
peared 80 unwilling to admit of such a retrograding 
step, that Mr. Moodie withdrew his paper. 

Mr. H. P. Steyn then moved, " That this Meeting 
adheres to the resolution passed at a ibrmer Meeting, 
held in this village, approving of the resig^iation of the 
four unofficial Members." Which motion, being 
seconded by Mr. D. Teubes, Mr. M. Blake moved as 
an amendment, seconded by Mr. Scrutton, " That this 
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Meeting* should refr^ irom ai^ resolutions, except 
those relating^ immediately to the two forms of Con- 
stitutioii." 

It was ar^oed by several persons that the conduct 
of the fonr ex-Members was so closelji allied to the 
sul^ect^ that the opinion of the Meeting* on the same 
was perfectly relevant. 

Mr. Blake's amendment being put, was lost j and 
Mr. Steyn's motion carried by acclamation. 

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Moodie and 
his three friends left the room, much to the amusement 
of the Meeting. 

Mr. Barry then addressed the Meeting to the Ibl- 
ing effect: — 

" I fiiliy concur in the last resolution, as first being 
in accordance with our last Meeting*; and consistency 
ought always to be preserved in politics as well as in 
other mattersi and I am and always shall be under 
the conviction that the four unofficial Members, under 
all circumstances, could not have acted otherwise than 
retire. But I much regret the abrupt termination of 
their labours in connection with the whole Council, 
as a contrary course would have prevented that 
unhappy disunion which no doubt exists in some 
parts of the Colony. 

" When those gentlemen were voted for, I can con- 
scientiously assert., that my feelings were that their 
Legislative duties were to be limited to the formation 
of the fundamental rules and laws for the formation of 
a new Constitution, so generously offered us by our 
g*raciou8 Queen ; and I think these were the feelings of 
most of the inhabitants, and certwnly of the Members 
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would hare accepted office under any other feeling*. 
Nor can I think, when His Excellency iramed his 
minute^ he had any idea that the popular Members 
would go into the general business of the Council, as 
he knew whbt sentiments prev^ed in the public mind 
as to the honesty and utility of the Council in repre- 
senting our views, secoring our rights, and protecting 
our intereste. I may not approve of the way the four 
unofficial Members have acted when they first entered 
in the Council Chamber for business, as I think it was 
their line of duty at once, when His Excellency gave 
notice of certain Bills, to have stated, how far they 
intended to go, and not enter into controversy about 
who were the public Nominees, as that step would at 
once have shewn the Governor their sentiments; bat 
no doubt they had good reasons for their silence ; or, 
perhaps, the rules of the Council may have prevented 
them from coming forward at that stage of the pro- 



" These few remarks will shew my opinion upon 
that act. I now proceed, feeling my incapacity to do 
justice to the important question for which we are now 
assembled ; for I am not accustomed to public speak- 
ing, nor have I leisure to devote my mind to polities. 
Thwefore, you must pardon my ignorance, and take 
the will for the deed< I propose a Resolution, which 
I think will be approved of by many, but opposed, 
perhaps, by a few, who may be in the extreme either 
in supporting the four unofficial Members, or altogether 
against them. I must be candid and state, that I do 
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not think the popular plan perfect ; on the contrary, it 
haa many &xilta : but these miiet can and will be rectified 
by the talented men in England who, we know from 
fonner reasonings relative to Colonial questions, are as 
iiilly competent to frame a Constitution for us as we 
ouTselTes, constituted as our society is. At aU events, 
with all its faults, it is such as we ought to be gratified 
to accept, and when the Parliament is once at work, 
it wUl soon find out what iurther is necessary to be 
done. 

" I always had an idea that the best form of CJovem- 
ment for our Colony would have been fifteen popular 
elected Members, to be added to the present official 
Members of Council. The Government plan is, in 
some instances, better as to qualification of Members ; 
but on this I think they are also wrong, as it woidd be 
preferable in every way to fix the qualification on the 
electors for Members of the Council, and not on the 
elected. 

" As to the respectability of the electors, or the elected 
for the Members of Assembly, I do not think it of 
80 much consequence, as that of securing proper men 
for the Council, as the majority of the Assembly, no 
doubt, would be reasonable men, and the Council would 
not allow the Lower House to go too far. I wish it 
was possible to have amalgamated the two plans, as 
both contain some important clauses, which have been 
disregarded by the other ; however, as we are in duty 
bound to support those gentlemen whom we elected as 
our protectors and representatives, unless they proved 
themselves unworthy of our confidence, by corruption 
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M* groBS error in judgment, and with iull confidence 
tiiat I shall be supported in my views, I b^ to submit 
the resolution." 

Mr. Barry then proposed the second resolution, 
seconded by Mr. J. C. Rothman;— 

" That this Meeting adopts the Constitution proposed 
by the four unofficial Members, as being- on the whole 
the best adapted for the wants, interests, and protec- 
tion of all classes in the Colony." Which resolution 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cardinal then proposed the third resolution, 
seconded by Mr. S. S. Lombard j~ 

" That memorials to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
both Houses of Parliament, be drawn up and offered 
for wgnature erobodyiDg the foregoing resolutions." 
Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cardinal addressed the Meeting, in Dutch, as 
follows: — 

" We are not met here to-day as children clamour- 
ing for a plaything, although about two years ago, 
after our first meeting upon the subject, the gentle- 
man who played so prominent a part in the late 
Govemment dinner to Mr. Godlonton, compared us to 
a child crying for papa's knife or papa's gun, which he 
was too discreet to trust us with. No I we are met 
here to-day to take the proper steps for securing that 
hoaa which has been so liberally offered us — represen- 
tative self-government. At the hands of gentlemen 
fully competent for the task, by their talents and local 
experience, the Cape received such a form of Constitu- 
tion as she deems at the present moment best adapted 
for us. That they were considered competent, the 
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uiur,ed voice of the whole Colony proclaimed, when in- 
vited to elect Members for that pmT>ose by the Govern- 
ment notice of the 6th May last, that notice which, 
with BO much appearance of liberality was doomed to 
be the pretext for attempting to revive the almost for- 
gotten farce of the old Legislative Council, wherein 
the official Members of the majority were always fiilly to 
concur with His Excellency, while the unofficial Mem- 
bers of the minority, could sit like children or school- 
boys, fret, fume, or protest, as they thought best, the 
Government well knowing that the people had merely 
the shadow of liberty. Well might it be said of such 
an institution, ' It cheats the deluded people with a 
show of liberty which yet they never must taste of.' 
But we are now on the eve of better things, and I 
would most earnestly impress upon you the necessity 
of acting with unanimity, and lose no time in signing 
the memorial which will be presented, with as little, 
delay aa possible, to our gracious Queen, to whom God 
grant many years of health and joy, and free, con- 
tented, and faithful subjects to reign over." 

Mr. 0. L. Herman, in supporting Mr. Cardinal's 
resolution, stated : 

" That he fully concurred with Mr. Cardinal, who had 
now so impressively addressed the Meeting, particu- 
larly in his description of the farce of the old JLegiala- 
tive Council, and as much had been said with regard to 
a fi-ee Constitution, he {Mr. H.) then explained its na- 
ture, 80 as to give every one an opportunity of know- 
ing what he was signing in the memorial in question, 
and to communicate this to their friends and neigh- 
bours to disprove the remark which bad fallen from 
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Mr. Blake, that people did not know what they were 
sigmag." Mr. H. then retnmded the Meeting^, that 
one of the deputation had already departed for Eng-lond 
with memorials of the same nature eib the one now 
proposed for signature, and that Sir A. Stockenstrom 
would follow in Jauuary or February next, and he 
(Mr. H.) therefore ui^ed upon the Meeting- to come 
forward wiUing-Iy and fireely to attach their signaturea 
to the memorial. The mention of Sir A. Stocken- 
strom's name reminded Mr. H. that a report was in 
circulation that he would pass t^ugh Swellendam, 
and suggested the idea whether this would not be a 
ferourable opportunity for paying; that attention to our 
representatives Sir A. Stockenstrom and Mr. Keitz, 
particularly as every one was aware that the domestic 
affliction in Mr. Reitz's family, so shortly after his 
return home, prevented the inhabitants of this district 
from expressing" their sentiments of approval by any 
other mode than the address presented to him. 

The fourth Resolution was proposed by Mr. Falck, 
and seconded by Mr. Reinecke. 

" That subscriptions be received to defray the ex- 
pense of sending Sir A. Stockenstrom and Mr. J. Fair- 
baim to England, to explain the wishes of their con- 
stituents." 

Carried unanimously. 

Fifth Resolution proposed by Mr. Tenbes, and se- 
conded by Mr. D. Kerr. 

" That the following gentlemen form a Committee 
to carry these resolutions into eflFect, Messrs Barry, 
Herman, Cardinal, Falck, White, and H. P. Steyn." 
Carried unanimously. 

L 2 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



i4d 

Sixth RiBBolution was proposed by Mr. G. F. Van 
Zyl, Field Comet, and eeeonded by Mr. J. Brink. 

" That this Meeting disclaims any participation in 
the undignified attempt to create in Swellendam, a 
public demonstration of approval of the conduct of Mr. 
Godlonton, as also in the address presented to him by 
ft few individuals principally connected with the public 
service-" 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Cairdinal supported this resolution, disclaiming- 
any personal allusion, hut distinctly stating- that the 
gentlemen who dined upon that occasion with Mr. 
Godlonton did not represent any portion of the public 
opinion of this place. Mr. Blake then said, " a small 
portion." To which Mr. Cardinal responded, " a very 
small portion indeed." 

The Meeting was addressed at different stages of the 
proceedings, by Messrs. Herman, Barry, White, Car- 
dinal, Blake, Moodie, Scmtton, and others ; but for 
the wattt of any notes whatever, it is found impossible 
to give any thing more than an outline of the proceed- 
ings, which is here vouched to be candid and true. 

It may, however, be remarked, in stating that the 
resolutions were carried unanimously, that from Mr. 
Blake's general observations, it is supposed that he 
was opposed to them, and that he was particularly 
unfortunate in some uncalled-for allusions to the 
Dutch, or anti-English influence, which called forth a 
most able disclaimer on the part of Mr. Herman. 
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XLIV. 



Gruff-B«)iet, 6th December, 1650. 
To Sir A. Stockenstbom, Bart., &c. &c. 

Sir, — We, the undersigned, Inhabitatite of Graaff- 
Keinet, take the opportunity of your preaence among^ 
us, to repeat to you personally what we have already 
heretofore ejcpressed at Public Meetings held in this 
town, that we approve of the line of conduct pursued 
by yourself and Messrs. Brand, Fairbaim, and Keitz 
ia the Legislative Council, and of the resignation by 
yourself and those gentlemen of your seats at the 
Council Board, when, instead of being allowed to con- 
fine your labours only to the framing of a Constitution 
for the better Government of this Colony,— for which 
object solely you were elected by your constituents, it 
was attempted to compel you also to enter upon other 
business, which ought to be reserved for the considera- 
tion of the future Colonial Parliament. 

We again thank you for having since undertaken, 
with the other gentlemen appointed for that purpose, 
to frame a draft of a Constitution for the Colony, and 
we approve of that as being founded on just, equitable, 
and liberal principles. 

Some difference of opinion exists with regard to the 
property qualification of Electors and Members of the 
Parliament, but those of us who would deem ourselves 
justified in wishing to see a higher qualification 
established than that which was originally proposed 
by the officers and representatives of Government, and 
which you have adopted, are content to waive our 
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objections on that head, rather than lay our motives 
for objecting open to misconstruction, aa if we desired 
to oppress the poorer, though otherwise respectable, 
honest, and industrious classes of our fellow-citizens. 
We beg to express to you our thanks for having con- 
sented to proceed to England, in order there, jointly 
with Mr. Fairbaim, to vindicate the rights and 
interests of the Colony, before our beloved Sovere^fn 
and the British Parliament and people. Whatever 
the result of that mission may be, the lasting gratitude 
is due to you for your noble exertions in its cause ; 
but we entertain no fear for the result of your mission, 
being confident that the immutable principles of truth 
and justice must prevail. 

We wish you all prosperity and happiness, and that 
yon may return in re-established health to your 
esteemed family, whom and yourself we pray Grod 
protect and bless. 



B. A. MentJM 
Dr. Kretzschamni 
J. A. Burger 

B. J. Bni^tr 
H. L. JanBen- 
L. J. Natide 
S. R. Jansen 

C. von Bratt 
J. H. Cloete 
J. S. Minnaar 
P. J. Steeoberg 
P. J. Relief 

J. C. Aclcerman 

D. C. Schultz 
V. A. jBiii«n 



(Signed) 
J. C. Staal 
G. A. Watermeyer 
J. J. Moi^endaal 
G. S. Mare 
8. J. Swanepoel 
J. M. Kirken 
J. J-Wilke 
A. A. Smit 
R. A. JanzeD 
J. A. Hsarhoff 
Peter Beif;eest 
P. A. v. d. Merwe 
J. F. Zierrogel, J. P. 
J. J. Mientjes, J.P. 
C. H. Griabrook, J.P. 



H. H. Benjamin 
Wm. J. Dixon, J. P. 

B. J. Wilke 
M. J. Potirie 
F. Te. Watei 
W. G. Letter 
J. HaarbofT 

C. G. de Villiers 
B. J. J. Wilkin 
J. A. £nslin 

D. A. G. Bmmmer 
J. de Villiers 

A. G. Enslia 
J. F. Olivier 
P. J.Wataz. 
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J. J. Pinou 


J. C. VlilB 


1. UnbichiT 


C. C. Mulder 


Q.Fehniei,U.D,J.P. D. S. t. d. Mowc 


J. D. Mim 


J. Nsude 


H. Oelridi 


C. M. Zina 


J. L. L«b, J. P. 


John Heugh, J.P. 


e. CbapUii 


H. A. MientjeB 


J. H. Tan Niekerk 




W. J. Basson 


H. L. Momberg 


P. A. OUrer 


J. J. ScbiiidehlitU 


A. Tan Lingea 


E. J. Juies 


C. B. Enslin 


F. J. Ocha. 


N. J. J. .. d. Merw. 


J. C. Weio, Sr. 


}. C. Morgendaal 


Zirk Jauzea 


J. 3. N.iidt 


And aereral othen. 



Graaff Beinet, Dec. IS, 1650. 

Gentlemen,— In replying^ to the address which you 
have done me the honour to present to me this day, 
I have to thank you, especially for the opportunity 
which you afforded me of verhally laying before you 
at great length, and in detail, not only my own views, 
but those of my late coUeag^ues, Messrs. Brand, Fair- 
bairn, and Reitz, on the several points referred to in 
your said address, and the matters therewith connected. 
I have to thank you for the patience with which I was 
heard, and the courtesy with which my comments, 
warnings, and admonitions were received ; hut above 
all I have to thank the district and town of Graaff- 
Reinet for the»MW« than usual kindness and enthusiasm 
with which I have on this occasion been treated. By 
thus listening to me, you enable me here to be very 
brief. 

The many men of intelhgence and public spirit who 
heard me, will, perhaps, bring before the public every 
word of what I said that is worth recording, and I 
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have no desire to shrink from a syllable, however 
strong, irhich the actual state of ail&irs drew from me. 
I have been more particularly expHcitj Gentlemenj 
because the relation between the District of Uraaff- 
Reinet and myself is of a peculiar character. The 
Attorney-General in Council alluded to me aa the " Old 
Landdrost of GraafF-Reinet." With his usual sincerity 
he meant this as a compliment, and I took it as such, 
I have been now for forty years more or less connected 
with the public affairs of this Colony, and there is not 
one of the positions in which I have been placed during" 
that long- period, of which I am more proud than that 
of Landdrost of Graaff-Eeinet. 

Most of my contranporaries were your fathers, who 
have gone to their final account, where I shall soon 
meet them. It was only by hereditary partiality that 
you were in the late political emergency the first to 
call me into official existence ; and when I called 
myself a " Member for the whole Colony," I might 
consider myself peculiarly " the Member for GraaiF- 
Eeinet." To you, therefore, I consider myself more 
especially responsible for my proceedings as Member 
of the late Legislative Council. 

I have this day given you the most ample explana- 
tions, and you have confirmed your earlier resolatious 
of approval in favour of the " Four Members." 

In the name of these four, I beg to assure you that 
they are proud of that approval, because they know 
that you, like themselves, can have no aim except the 
happiness of the people of this country. You are fully 
aware of the circumstances which gave birth to the 
Draft Constitution mentioned in the second pan^prapfa 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



of your address. I have laid before you my views on 
tbe points of difference with reference to the property 
qualification of "Electors and Memhers of Parlia- 
ment,'' as proposed in said draft. 

Your mofires for waiving your said differences shew 
your sincerity in desiring good and honest Gbvemment 
for the Colony. 

The Twenty-five pounds franchise is 0$ official origin : 
it is therefore entitled to official support; and any 
official attempts to divide the community on that 
point, can only indicate a dishonest stratagem to retard 
or frustrate Representative Institutions alt^^fether. 

Your four late representatives were glad to substitute 
the said franchise for their own of Fifty pounds, because 
upon ample deliberation they felt convinced that, as I 
trust I succeeded in demonstrating to you, both the 
upper and lower classes, but more particularly the lower 
classes, will be benefited thereby. A high fixed pro- 
perty qualification for Members of the Upper Chamber 
your said Representatives protested against, because 
they desired to see your brains and your hearts as well 
as your pockets, and not your pockets exclusively, 
represented in the Parliament that is to be, and because 
they consider a mimic Oligarchy as peculiarly unsuited, 
dangerous, and corrupting to a society of which the 
Burgher Class had been the main stay for two 



The circumstances which have led to my intended 
visit to the mother country you know. I go because 
the Colony sends me, not because I believe myself 
peculiarly fit to be sent. On my zeal and determina- 
tion you know you may rely, but my abilities you 
are putting to a severe test. 
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Of the fluccess of your effbrta you need not doubt, 
provided yoa act with unanimity and firmness. 

You ask for nothing more than what the British 
nation and Government have declared you entitled to. 
You do not ask for independence from the British 
Crown. As men you would die for Victoria as one of 
the most virtuous and benevolent of women. As 
patriots you would bleed in defence of the Queen^ 
because you know that under the shadow of her throne 
only can your country prosper! You ask only for 
what the Queen herself says you must have — freedom 
from despotism and anarchy ; and who shall dare to 
refuse? You say everything" when you say that 
''the immutable principles of truth and justice must 
prevail." 

For the kind wishes towards my family and myself, 
which close your address, I feel deeply grateful. I know 
them to be as sincere as my prayers are^ that Graaff- 
Reinet may always be loyal and happy. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) A. Stockenstrom. 



XLV. 

Breda's Dorp, 4th December, 1850. 

To the Chairman of the Municipality of the City of 
Cape Town. 
Sib, — I have the honour of transmitting to you s 
Report of the proceedings of, and the Resolutions 
adopted at a Public Meeting of the inhabitants of thifl 
pariah and that of Napier, held here on Saturday the 
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SOth Norember ; and am requeeted, by the gentlemen 
appointed to carry out the object of this Meeting, to 
beg you will give publicity to the same, through the 
medium of the Cape Town press. 

The list referred to in the 4th resolution has been 
readHy subscribed to, and shall be forwarded to your 
care at an early date, together with the funds sub- 
scribed in aid of the expenses attending the deputation 
to England, amounting at present to £15. 6a; being 
detained bere for the purpose of affording a further 
opportunity to parties wishing to subscribe. 

I remain, &c. 
(Sigoed) F. B. Pbatt. 



PUBLIC MEETING AT BREDA'S DORP. 

A Meeting of Landholders and Ratepayers, residing 
in the Parishes of Breda's Dorp and Napier, was held 
at Breda's Dorp, on Saturday, SOth November, 1860. 

M. J. Van Breda, Esq. having been called to the 
Chair, and having alluded briefly to the object of the 
Meeting, tbe following documents were read, viz. : — 

First.— TIm Act of Protest delivered by Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., in the Council, on the SOth Sep- 
tember, 1850, and adopted by the other popularly 
elected Members, namely, C. J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, 
and J. Fairbaim, Esquires. 

Second.— The letter addressed by those gentlemen, 
on the Slst September, 1850, to the respective Road 
Boards, Municipalities, and Ratepayers, throughout 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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Third. — Draft of a Constitution for this Colony, 
framed by the aforesaid gentlemen, conjointly with 
J. H. Wicht, Esq.j at the request of the Municipality 
of the City of Cape Town. 

All which documents having recraved due considera- 
tion, the following Resolutions were proposed, viz. : — 

Firat. Proposed by Mr. W. Helin, seconded by 
Mr. J. Matthee, and carried unanimously, 

" That this Meeting- do approve of the reasons ad- 
duced by Sir Andrie Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs. 
C. J. Brand, F. W. Reitz, and John Fairbaim, in their 
letter, dated 21st September, 1850, for resigning their 
seats in the Legislative Council ; this Meeting being 
of opinion, that those gentlemen were delegated by 
their constituents for the sole purpose of assisting in 
framing a Constitution for this Colony ; and that, 
therefore, they are entitled to the gratitude of the 
Colonists in general for the manly and noble manner 
in which they have advocated the cause of the Colony." 

Second. — Proposed by Mr. A. van der Byl, seconded 
by Mr. J. J. de Villiers, and carried unanimously, 

" That this Meeting do fully approve of the Draft 
of a Constitution for this Colony, as framed by Su" A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs. C. J. Brand, F. W. 
Reitz, John Fairbaim, and J. H. Wicht, which has 
been now read ; at the same time offering most sincere 
thanks to those gentlemen for the readiness and zeal 
displayed by them in the iulfilment of this important 
task." 

Third.— Proposed by Mr. H. W. van Breda, seconded 
by Mr. P. J. du Toit, and carried unanimously, 

" That this Meeting ftilly approves of Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, Esq., being 
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deputed to England with the aforeemd Draft of a Con- 
stitution fijr this Colony, for the purpose of havingf the 
same confirmed by our moat gracious Queen and the 
British Parliament ; and that in the mean time a Sub- 
scription List be opened in this villag'e in aid of the 
necessary expenses." 

Fourth. — Proposed by Mr. H. A. Eksteen, seconded 
by Mr. J. N. Swart, and carried unanimouBly, 

" That this Meeting fiilly approves of the Petition of 
the MunicipaUtiea of the City of Cape Town and 
Green Point to our beloved Queen, imploring- Her 
Majesty to confirm the Constitution embodied in the 
said Petition ; and that the Chairman of the Munici- 
pality of the City of Cape Town be requested to annex 
to the said Petition a hst to be transmitted to him, 
containing the signatures of Landowners and Rate- 
payers residing in the parishes of Breda's Dorp and 
Napier." 

Fifth.— Proposed by Mr. F. B. Pratt, seconded by 
Mr. John Hofiinan, and carried unanimously, 

" That a copy of the Resolutions adopted by this 
Meeting be transmitted to the Chairman of the Muni- 
wpality of the City of Cape Town." 

Sixth. — Proposed by Mr. A. J. Swart, seconded by 
Mr. J. C. Uys, and carried unanimously, 

" That a Committee, consisting of four gentlemen, be 
appointed to give effect to the several Resolutions, and 
carry out the object of this Meeting." 

Whereupon the foUowing- gentlemen were nominated, 
namely, Messrs. M. J. van Breda, Alexander van der 
Byl, P. Meyburgh, and W. Hehnj whilst Mr. F. B. 
Pratt kindly undertook to act as Secretary. 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



158 

Seveath.— Proposed by Mr* P. Meybui^b, seconded 
by Mr. P, Swart, 

'' That the thanks of this MeetiDgc ai<e due to M. J. 
Tan Breda, Esq., for his proper and impartial conduct 
in the Chair." 



XLVI. 

GRAHAM'S TOWN.— GOVERNMENT 

NOTICE. 

Colonial Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
18th October, 1850. 

His Excellency the Governor has directed the pub- 
lication of the following Letter firom Mr. W. Smith, of 
Graham's Town, with the accompanying Address, and 
the Reply thereto, for the information of the Puhhc. 

By command of His Excellency the Governor, 
(Signed) John Montagu, 

Secretary to GoTernment, 



Graham's Town, 12th October, 1850. 
Hie Excellency Sir H. G. W. Smith, G.O.B., Gover- 
nor of the Cape of Good Hope, &c. &c. 

Sib, — I have the honour to forward to your Excel- 
lency a Memorial from the Inhabitants of Graham's 
Town, convened in Public Meeting, held on the 7th 
instant, (and being one of the largest assembhes evet 
held in that place), and signed by me as Chairman of 
that Meeting. 

With the most cordial sympathy for your Excel- 
lency, under the present trying state of aflfairs and, 
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confidence in your Excellency's intense interest in the 

true welfere of the Colony, 

I have the honour to be, Sir^ 
Your Excellency's most obedient and 
most humble Servant, 

W. Smith. 



To His Excellency Sir H. G. Smith, Bart., Grover- 
nor and Commander-in*Chiefof the Cape of Good 
Hope, &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the Merchants, Traders, and other 
Inhabitants of Graham's Town, in meeting assembled : 
Sheweth, 

That Memorialists deplore with the most unfeigned 
reg^ret the dismemberment of the Legislative Council, 
by the resignation of four of the imofficial Members 
belonging to that body, by which the several legisla- 
tive measures for the internal improvement of the 
Colony, as proposed by your Excellency in the Go- 
vernment Minute of the 10th September, have been 
interrupted ; and which measures, MemorialistB firmly 
believe, would have tended to the early introduction of 
Representative Institutions, the prosecution of Harbour 
Improvements and Public Works generally, and added 
several wholesome laws to the existing code for the 
better protection of a portion of the varied interests of 
both Provinces as shewn by the Draft Ordinances for 
consolidating the Laws relating to the Courts of Resi- 
dent Magistrates within the Colony; for amending' 
the Law relating to the apprehension of Criminals and 
the prosecution of Crimes j for improving the Pubhc 
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Prisons of the Colony ;— the further consideration of 
which important matters must therefore necessarily for 
the present be abandoned. 

That Memorialists cannot but consider the suspen- 
sion of all businees in Council as a great public mis- 
fortune^ and that the establishment of a Parliament 
for the better gx)vemment of the Colony, or a modified 
form of government for the Eastern Province, is 
thereby postponed to an tmcertain and indefinite 
period. That all past experience, as in the case with 
the Australian Colonies Bill, which Memorialists 
behave has not yet passed the present session of the 
Imperial Parliament, tends to the impression that a 
Representative Constitution will not be promulgated 
in this Colony for the next two ye^fi, or eighteen 
months at least. That Memorialists view with the 
deepest apprehensions and alarm the cessation of all 
legislative functions for so long a period, and earnestly 
pray that your Excellency wiU be pleased to order 
tiie several vacancies in the Legislative Coundl to be 
filled up, by allowing the Colonists to elect four other 
gentlemen to supply the places of those who have 
retired, that the public busiaess of the country may be 
at once resumed. 

That Memorialists are fully sensible of the difficul- 
ties with which your Excellency is beset, and beg to 
tender their warmest sympathy in the very painfiil 
and trying situation in which recent events have placed 
you, deeply afflicting as they must be to your Excel- 
lency, both mentally and physically. 

That Memorialists respectfully make the above sug- 
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gestion to pe-organize the Council, not only from the 
deep interest which they take in the country's welfare, 
but also to strengHieii the hands of your ExcelleDcy's 
administration, which, as loyal and devoted aubjectB of 
her most gracious Majesty the Queen, Memorialiats 
confader that all measures leadiug to the prosperity of 
the country, and the advancement of the g^ner^ good* 
it will be their bouaden duty firmly to maiotain and 
strenuously to uphold. 

And Hemorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
Wm. Smith, 

CIuurnutD. 
Gnhun's Town, October 7, 1650 



Colonial Office, 17th October, 1850. 

"W. Smith, Esq., Graham's Town. 

Sib,— I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your lettei* of the 12th instant, together with an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor, which 
arrived here last night after His Excellency's de- 
parture for the frontier. 

Hearing that the Governor was detained by un- 
favourable weather at Simon's Bay, I lost no time in 
■forwarding to him your Letter and Address, and have 
just received his directions thereon. 

His Excellency joins you in regretting the interrup- 
tion of l^slatire business which has occurred, in 
consequence of the unexpected resignation of four of 
the unofficial Members of Council, and cannot doubt 
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that the Colony will aaffer much injnry from- that 
unlooked-for event. 

With regard, however, to your proposal that the 
four vacandes should be filled up by a second popular 
election,— His Excellency regrets that recent expe- 
rience does not in any degree encourage him to adopt 
that suggestion. He trusts, however, that the 
measures which he has taken will have the effect of 
establishing, at an earlier period than you contemplate, 
a Bepresentative Constitution, which will command 
the confidence of the Colony generally ; and though 
the .delay cannot but be attended with mischief, he 
fears that all legislation must be deferred to that 
period. 

I am to request that you will communicate this 
reply, together with His Excellency's thanks for Uie 
expression of their sympathy, to the gentlemen who 
joined in the Meeting- over which you presided. 
I have, &c. &:c., 
(Signed) John Montaod. 



XLVII. 
PARLIAMENTARY QUALIFICATION. 

To His Excellency Sir H. G. W. Smith, K.H.,K.C.B., 
&c. &c. &c. Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of the Colony of the Cape of Gtjod Hope. 
The Memorial of the undera^ed, inhabitants of 

Graham's Town, and other residents of Albany, — 
Most bespectfullt sheweth. 
That the Lett^^ Patent granting Representative 
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Institutions to this Colony^ havings left the question 
of electoral qual^oatum open to the discretion of 
the Legislative Council, which bein^ unfortunately 
dissolved without faavin^^ arrived at such coQclusions 
on this subject as, in our opinion, the protection 
of property and general wel&re of the Colony 
appear to demand; we humbly beg that your 
KxceBency will be pleased to attach this Memorial 
to the Draft Constitution about to be forwarded to 
the Home Government, as expressive of our views, that 
ft low and indiscriminate franchise, unless in some 
d^free countervailed, cannot but be productive of most 
pernicious effects. The large numbers of the coloxired 
classes by whom we are surrounded, whose simplicity 
is easily wrought upon, renders it imperative that some 
effectual barrier be imposed against anything approach- 
ing to unrestricted suffi*age. 

With a view, however, of extending the electoral 
priril^^ to as large a portion of the community as 
is consonant with pablic safety, we respectfully suggest 
'that the quahfications, both for Membera and Electors 
of the Lower Chamber, or House of Assembly, do 
remain at the scale fixed by the Hon. the Board of Com- 
missioners, appointed by your Excellency on the S5th 
Oct. last, and further, to qualify all persons possessing 
an income of £40 per annum, to vote for Members of 
the Legislative Assembly. But, in order to impose a 
check upon the hasty legislation of that Chamber —to 
rear a bulwark against popular indiscretion, .and to 
afibrd a safeguard to property, and establish a counter- 
poise to the too free enactments of a class who possess 
no permanent stake nor interest in the Colony, we 
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humbly entreat that your Excellency will represwit to 
Her Majesty's Government, the absolute necessity of 
a higher grade of qualification for the Leg;i8latiye 
Council or Upper House, which we consider (and oiu* 
opinion is based upon a thorough knowledge of what 
the Colony can safely warrant) ought to be, at least, 
tlie possession of fixed property to the value of Two 
Thousand pounds (£2000) unencumbered, or double that 
amount (£4000) of moveable property, clear of draw- 
baeke, for a Member of the Upper Chamber, and the 
possession of £500 worth of fixed property, or a clear , 
income of £70 a^-year, should be the qualification for a 
voter to that Chamber. This we consider would bring 
the educational test into conjunction with that of 
property. Few persons of intelligence receive a smaller 
income than this amount (£70). 

A class of Members will thus be secured, who will 
legislate more for their country's good than for the 
honour of re-election, and who being possessed of a 
certain independence of position, will not easily be led 
to barter popular applause for public advantage. 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, &c. 

Sated, November, 1650. 



fbyCoOglc 



XLVIII. 

CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

To Hi8 Excellency Lieut.-General Sir H. G. W. 
Smith, Bart., K.G.C.B., &c. &c. &c., Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope, &c. &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the underaigned, landowners, occu- 
piers, and others residing in the northern part of the 
District of Uiteuhag^ and its neighhourhod. 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That the warmest approhation is due to your Excel- 
lency for yoxu" conduct during the sitting of the late 
Legislative Council, and while they would wish to offer 
you their unqualified approval and most cordial support 
for the manner in which you endeavoured to carry on 
the puhlic business, they cannot but deeply regret that 
the welfere of the Colony should have been Bacrificed 
to an ambitious nnd party spirit. 

Your Memorialists cannot too highly express to your 
Excellency the gratitude they owe to yourself and the 
Members who retained their seats, for the faithful dis- 
charge of public duty, as evinced throughout the whole 
proceedings of the late Council, and for taking such a 
noble stand on behalf of free and enlightened, but 
safe institutions. 

Your Memorialists desire also to inform your Ex- 
cellency that they are decidedly opposed to that form 
of Constitution framed by the four seceding Members, 
as being only suited to the purposes of a puty, and in 
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Btating their w&ot of confidence in the person deputed 
to convey that document to England, they only mildly 
express their sentiments towards him. 

That Memorialists are of opinion that the Upper 
House or Council should be composed of Members 
possessing" a considerable amount of fixed property 
within the Colony, certainly not less than £2000, over 
and above all encumbrances, and also that they should 
be elected by a different class of voters to those 
admitted to the iranchiee for the Assembly, and 
Memorialists would suggest that no one should be 
entitled to vote for Members of the Upper House, who 
does not come under one or other of the foUowing 
classifications : — 

1. — Persons owning or occupying fixed property 
within the Colony of the value of £500. 

2 — Persons holding Commissions or Justices of 
the Peace. 

3. — Field-Commandants and Field-COTnets. 

4 Municipal Commissioners and Wardmasters. 

6. — Members of the legal profesfdon in actual -pt$u> 
tice. 

6. — Members of the medical profesdon in actual 
practice. 

7. — Clerks and others receiving salaries not under 
£100 per annum. 

And your Memorialists are also of opinion that the 
mere occupation of land of the value of £S5 is not 
suflSciently high for electors to the I^ower House : 
it wUl in the present uneducated state of the Colony, 
Memorialists fear, tend to bribery and corruption. 
Your Memorialists hope that the time is not di»- 
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tant when the seat of Govmnent must be removed 
from the extreme west to a mcnre central part of the 
Colony. 

Your Excellenc/e Memorialists, in taking their 
leave, b^ to express their admiration at the promptness 
with which you visited this frontier at the first sound 
of alarm — it increases that confidence in your Excel- 
lent^ which they previously felt, and they be^ to sub- 
scribe themselves, 

Your Excellency's 
Most humble and obedient servants, 



W,C.Hob«)»,J.P. 


David Nash 


M.Sugrue 


The. Vdtoh, J. P. 


Nickolaa EJa 


i. W, Gndmll 


B.S>r«iut 


Haaa Eli, N. Z. 


W. GiadweU 


B.Eias< 


Stephanns GouwB 


1. S. Bobinion 


Sttmael B. Hobson 


W. 8. Gonwi 


Wm. Bemngton 


Ebenewr Bigg. 


Jobn Hay 


Heaiy SUter 


ElijiLli Albert 


David Hobaon 


J. Hobaon 


Jolw Slater 


D. E. Hobaon 


J. M. Donglaa. 


Wni.Nuh 


Anlhosr GiadweU 





XLIX. 
KAT RIVER. 

Colonial Office, 21st Norember, 1850. 
SiB,--I am directed by his Excellency the Go- 
vernor to acquaint you, that the petition signed by 
you and other inhabitants of Phihpton, dated the 31st 
nltimo, will be transmitted to the Secretary of State. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 

John Montagu. 

Bfr. A. Hfttta, Pli%toa. 
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UITENHAGE. 

To P. J. Demysseh, Esq., Secretary to the Central 
Committee, &c. &c. &c. 

TJiteuhage, 23rd November, IS&O. 
SiK,— I have the honour, in accordance with a 
Resolution of the Uitenhage Committee, corresponding- 
with the Central Committee of Cape Town, connected 
with the Deputation to Eng-land in support of Repre- 
sentative Institutions in this Colony, to.lransmit to you 
enclosed, for the information of the Central Committee," 
and with a view to publication, some particulars of a 
public meeting, held here on the evening- of Wednesday, 
the 20th instant. 

It is with great satisfaction, that this Committee is 
able to state that the Meeting was as large, respectable, 
and influential, as has ever been held in this place. ' 

The proceedings were harmonious, energetic, and — 
this Committee beUeves — decisive, as to the views reaUy 
entertained by this community of the Draft of Con- 
stitution proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom and Messrs. 
Fairbaim, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht. 

The Resolutions, as you will perceive, were carried 
nem. eon., and it may be added, amid unmistakeable 
manifestation of concurrence and good will. 

.This Committee deems it desirable to observe, in 
reference to certain mia-statemente, circulated by a 
small but industrious opposition, in regard to the pro- 
ceedings of the public Meeting, held on the 4th 
October,— that these mis-statements were pointedly 
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alluded to and refuted by the speakers, on Wednesday 
evening, and that the audience cordially responded to 
the seutimenta thereon expressed. 

Measures will be taken to expedite the signature of 
the Petition, which will be transmitted to the Central 
Conunittee in due course. 

The Hon. Treasurer of this Committee, H. H. Kens, 
Esq., instructs me to inform the Central Committee, 
that upwards of £15 has been subscribed since the sub- 
Bcription list which, until the formation of this Com- 
mittee, had never been brought before the public, came 
into his hands a very few days since. 

The Committee rejoice to think that the subscription 
list will yet receive considerable addition. So soon as 
it can be properly closed, the Hon. Treasurer will 
promptly collect the amount subscribed, and remit the 
same to the Hon. Treasurer of the Central Committee. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

R. RuTHBRFOORD, Hou. Sec. 
Uitenhage Correspanding Committee. 



Minutes of the Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
Town and District of Uitenhage, held on the Even- 
ing of Wednesday, SOth November, 1850. 
On the motion of Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Cun- 
ningham, the Chair was taken by H. H. Rens, Esq. 

The Chairman opened the business, by briefly stating, 
that though unaccustomed to do the duties to which 
his fellow-townsmen had been pleased to call him, he 
did not feel at liberty to refuse compliance with their 
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wishes. He hoped that gentlemen would preserve that 
order and decorum, essential to the proper conduct of 
public buaineas. The olject of the Meeting- was, to 
take into consideration the draft of a Constitution, 
proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Messrs. Fair- 
bairn, Brand, Reitz, and Wicht, and the propriety of 
petitioning the Queen in Council, and both Houses of 
Parliament, in support thereof; and fyr taking the 
necessary steps for that purpose. 

The let Eesolution was moved by Mr. Gileon, 
seconded by Mr. Steph. J. van Niekerk, and c^ried 
unanimously:— 

'' That this Meeting unites with the Colony at large, 
in expressing its great joy and satisfaction in the pros- 
pect of the speedy establishment of Kepresentative 
Institutions, and in gratitude for the proffered boon." 

In introducing' this Resolution, Mr. Gibson remarked 
upon and censured the delay which had taken place in 
bringing the draft of Constitution, and the subscription 
list in aid of the Depatation Fund before the public. 
This blame was wholly imputable to the Municipal 
Commissioners of this place, who, he had reason to 
behere, were a long time ago in possession of commu- 
nications from the Cape Town Municipality on that 
subject', which communications he (Mr. G.) conceived, 
should have been promptly brought before the public. 
He also referred to the Local Committee which had 
been formed to correspond with the Central Committee 
of Cape Town, at the instance of Messrs Lear and 
Bens, Municipal Commissioners ; and stated that it 
was in consequence of steps taken by this Committee, 
that this Public Meeting had at length been called. 
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He then p*oeeeded to comment upon tbe terms of the 
Resolution, and upon the important character of the 
political changes which await the Colony, in the 
prospect of which he called upon them now to declare 
their joy, satisfaction, and gratitude. 

The Snd Besolution was moved by Mr. H. Ruther- 
foord, seconded by Mr. Le&r, and carried unani- 
mously :— 

" That, in the opinion of this Meeting, the form of 
Coiutitntion proposed by Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., 
and Messrs. Fairbaim, Brand, Beitz, and Wicht, is, 
under the present circumstances of the Colony, one 
eminently adapted to secure its general interests ; seeing 
that thoug'h it makes no reference to a removal of the 
seat of Grovemment^ or to a separation of the ProTinces, 
yet being based upon a few general and important 
iundameutal principles, it leaves either of these desirable 
alternatives attainable, as a result of deliberation in 
the General Parliament, therein proposed, when public 
opinion upon these points shall have been expressed 
with clearness and precision." 

In commenting' upon this Reaolutiou, the mover also 
referred to the lamentable delay which had been per- 
mitted, in bringing this important subject before the 
public. It was certainly surprising and reprehensible. 
But it had reached him in explanation, that blame could 
not fairly be imputed to all of the Commissioners, the 
fact being, that the existence of the documents in 
question, though they had arrived a long while, as also 
another letter— that of the Slstof October— wasknown 
only to one or two Members of the Municipality, by 
.whom they were not coDununicated dther to their fel- 
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low-commissioners or to the public. But it was due 
to Mr. Ijear and Mr. Reus, who had thus been kept 
in ignorance, to state, that on becomings indirectly 
acquainted with these circumstances, they promptly 
took steps to obtain possession of the documents, and 
on ascertaining' their nature, broug'ht them before a 
Meeting" of the Board on the 6th of Norember. The 
result was the formation of a Local Committee, from 
which had sprung" this public Meeting-, and now at 
length the Constitution was before us. This explana- 
tion was, he conceived, necessary, lest friends at a 
distance should imagine us lukewarm in tbe cause. 

Proceeding" to comment upon this Resolution, the 
mover remarked upon the prominent points of the Draft 
Constitution, which he read at length,— upon the 
simplicity and distinctness of its provisions, — upon its 
non-interference with the questions of removal of the 
Beat of Government or of separation of the Provinces j 
contending", that considering the varied and conflicting- 
desires and opinions, entertained not only between the 
two Provinces, but between difiPerent communities of 
the Eastern Province itself, and ^^ain between diiFe- 
rent portions of the same communities,— it would have 
shewn little wisdom, and would have been very mis- 
chievous to have attempted any immediate legislation 
upon these matters. He argued, that had the Eastern 
Province as a whole, or by an unmistakeable majority, 
been prepared with a distinct preference between these 
alternatives, there might have been some ground for 
standing" out for so important a change at the very 
threshold of Representative Institutions. But this had 
-notoriously not been the case. The Eastern Province 
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had proved " a House divided againat itaelf," and the 
opportunity was lost, and to have attempted any thing 
of the kind In a Draft Constitution, would only have 
heen an example of pleasing- none in an attempt to 
please all, to have laid a sandy foundation for a super- 
structure of " wood, hay, and stubble." The Constitu- 
tion asproposed, left what might be ascertained as most 
desirable, ** attainable**— as the Eesolution stated—" as 
a result of deHberation in the general Parliament, 
when public opinion shall have been expressed with 
clearness and precision." It was a «imp^— and very 
much for that reason, a good " working plan." This 
was what was wanted ; and he concluded by urging 
upon the Meeting, the necessity of steady union with 
the large majority of their fellow-colonists, regardless 
of the ridicule of the small section who had so indus- 
triously opposed themselves) remembering that ridicule 
generally arg^ied a weak cause, and that ridieulers 
very often placed themselves in a much more ridiculous 
position, than those whom they attempted to ridicule. 
Hr. Lear in seconding this Resolution, observed, 
that as the meeting was aware, he was travelling far 
out of his usual path in interfering with political 
matters. But the circumstances of the Colony at lai^, 
and the state of things at Uitenhage upon the present 
subject, were such as he conceived imperatively called 
upon every honest citizen to express his opinions, and 
to stand manfully by them. This he was prepared to do. 
He thoroughly concurred with the sentiments of the 
preceding speakers, and of the Resolution moved by 
Mr. Rutherfoord, which he cordially seconded, and 
commended to the adoption of the Meeting. 
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The 3rd Resolution vaa moved by Dr. Hull, 
seconded by Mr. Wood, and carried unanimously : — 

" That Petitions embodying- the foregoing Resolu- 
tions, and praying that the form of Constitution, 
proposed by Sir A. Stocbenstrom, and Messrs. Fair- 
balm, Brand, Reitz, and Wicbt, may be authorized 
and confirmed, be trtmsmitted to her Majesty the 
Que^n in Council, and to both Houses of Parliament ; 
the former through his Excellency the Governor, and 
the latter through Sir A. Stockenstrom, and Mr. 
Fairbaim." 

In proposing this Resolution, Br. Hull said, that 
notwithstanding all that had been said out of doors 
and in the public papers, to cast ridicule, contempt, 
and discredit upon the proceedings of the former pubUc 
meeting, it was a matter of great surprise to him, if 
these stat^nents were true— that the present, krge, 
respectable, and influential meeting of the inhabitants 
of Uitenhage, should be found unanimously and 
cordially carrying the ReaolutioHs brought before 
them this evening! He perceived amongst those 
present this evening, he believed, all those concerned 
in the majority of that meeting. If^ then, as has been 
boldly stated, the majority of that meeting was com- 
posed of the scum and off-scouring of the town of 
Uitenhage, then was this meeting the " scum and off- 
scouring" too. He thought that the gentlemen who 
had thought proper thus to characterize the majority 
of that meeting, should have come forward this 
evening, and faced the men whom they had traduced. 
Turning to the Resolution, he observed, though but an 
echo of foregoing resolutions, it was a necessary part 
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of tbe proceedings of the evening. The Meeting 
would perceive, that tiiere was to be a Petition to the 
Queen in Ooancil, as well as to the two Houses of 
Parliament. This was to meet the probability, that 
the matter might be there promptly dealt with, without 
reference to Parliament. The Resolution was not one 
calling for lengthened remark. He cordially supported 
it. He would take the opportunity of referring to the 
Subscription list. The Committee had taken some steps 
in the matter. Some subscriptions had already been 
obtained, and he felt sure that the meeting would not fail 
to come forward and subscribe liberally to the Fund j 
an opportunity of so doing* would be afforded to all. 

The 4th Resolution was moved by Mr. Gibson, 
seconded by Mr. Grewar, and carried unanimously : — 

" That this Meeting approves of the formation of a 
local Committee, consisting of Mr. Lear, (Municipal 
Commissioner), Chairman; Mr. H. H. Bens, (Muni* 
cipal Commissioner), Hon. Treasurer; Dr. Hull, 
Mr. Gibson, and Mr. R. Butherfoord, Hon. Secretary; 
and recognize it as the channel of communication 
between the inhabitants of this place and the Central 
Committee at Cape Town." 

The Draft of Petition as drawn up by the local 
Committee was then read, and unanimously adopted. 
— (Draft subjoined). 

It was then moved by Dr. Hull, seconded by Mr. 
Lear, and carried in the usual manner, — " That the 
thanks of this Meeting are justly due to Mr. Reus, for 
his very able and impartial 8er\'ice8 in the Chair." 

The Chairman acknowledged the vote, and several 
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Subacriptiona having been made to the Fund, the 
Meeting separated. 

H. H. Rens, 

Uitenhage, Chairman of the Public Meedng. 

Not. 22, 1850. 



To THE Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in 
Council. The Petition of the undersigned In- 
habitants of the Town and District of Uitenhage, in 
the Eastern Province of the Cape of Good Hope, 

Humbly and respectfully sheweth: 
That your Petitioners ajpproach your Majesty with 
sentiments of the deepest loyalty, and respect for your 
Majesty's person and Government. 

That your Petitioners in common with their fellow 
Colonists in general, heartily and sincerely rejoice in 
the prospect of the early establishment of Free Bepre- 
sentative Institutions in this the land of their birth or 
of their adoption, and unite in respectfidly tendering 
their grateful thanks for the proffered boon. 

Without at all receding from the views which they 
strongly hold and have repeatedly expressed, of the 
desirahleneas, indeed necessity, either of a removal of 
the seat of Government to a more central locaUty, or 
of a separation of the provinces subject to the principle 
of a general confederation, your Petitioners conceive 
that under all existing circumstances, it is desirable 
now to unite with the large majority of their fellow 
Colonists, in seeking for the speedy establishment 
of one general Representative Legislature, and to look 
for the adoption of one of the above named desirable 
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alternatives, as a result of deliberation in such a general 
Parliament. 

The attention of your Petitioners has been drawn to 
the draft of a Constitution, proposed by a Committee, 
aasociated for that purpose in Cape Town, consisting 
of Sir A. Stockenstrom, Bart., and Messrs. Fairbaurn, 
Brand, Keitz, and Wicht. In the high qualifications 
of these gentlemen for the duty which has been en- 
trusted to them by their constituents, your Petitioners 
desire to express their ftillest confidence. 

This proposed Constitution is embodied in the 
following sixteen articles. (The Draft Constitution to 
be here embodied.) 

This Draft enunciating a few general and important 
fiindamental principles, embodies, your Petitioners 
conceive, such a Constitution as is best suited to the 
present circumstances and interesta of the Colony at 
large. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly and respectfully 
beg, that the same may receive the favourable con- 
sideration of your Majesty in Council, and may be 
authorized and confirmed accordingly. 

And your Petitionera, aa in duty bound, will ever 
pray. 

Uitenhage, Eastern Prorince of the 

Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, November, 1650. 
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LI. 

WORCESTER. 

Aeeival of Sir Andeies Stockenstrom, Babt. 

(Zuid 4frikaan.) 

Sib Andeies Stockenstbom, accompanied by J. 
Meintjes, Esq., Civil Commissioner of Beaufort, arriyed 
here on Saturday evening", which was announced by a 
salute of 11 guns. A few minutes afterwards a de- 
putation waited on him and presented the following* 
addreaa, to which the subjoined reply waa received: — 

[TransUtion]. 

Worcester, Nov. 23, 1850. 

HoNOUEABLE Baronet!— It is with the hvelieat 
feelings of joy that we welcome you this day in our 
midst, and we esteem it no trifling' honour to meet you 
prior to your departure to England. 

We are ftdly convinced that you will persist in the 
course adopted by you, and, in conjunction with your 
fellow-deputy, leave nothing untried that may tend to 
the welfare of the endeared country of our birth, and 
we assure you that in so doing you will receive the 
warmest support and co-operation of us and all pa^ 
triotic Colonists. 

We repeat what we have expressed in our previous 
address, that we give you our fullest confidence, sensible 
as we are that we could not have found more qualified 
men to whom we could have confided the important 
interests of our country. 

That your difficult task may be crowned with the 
best results is the upright and sincere prayer of 
Yoiu" most obedient humble servants, 

(Signed by 70 Inhabitants.) 
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[Tnuulation.] 

Worcester, Norember 23, 1850. 

Gentlemen, — It is with a profound feeling of gra- 
titude^ that I have received your cordial welcome this 
evening-. 

As I have fully stated my sentiments relative to the 
political circumstances of our country, to the gentlemen 
of the deputation who presented your address, it only 
reraiuns for me hrieily to asure you that nothing will 
deter me frem using* my best exertions to accoraphsh' 
the task which my fellow-eitizenB have imposed on me, 
for the establishment ' of a Constitution corresponding 
with the spirit of the age, by whieh alone our wel&re 
can be promoted, and our claim to whieh has been 
admitted not only by the British nation but also by 
the Supreme Government. 

The fiill confidence which you declare to repose in 
me, despite of the feilinga of whidi I am sensible and 
often deplore, cannot be otherwise than flattering to 
me ; but as my responsibility on that account mate- 
rially increases, may I take the liberty to impress upon 
the mind of my fellow-citizens throughout the Colony 
the duty on their part of unanimity, zeal, and manly 
determination in the demand and execution of mea- 
sures founded upon the purest loyalty to her Majesty 
the Queen, in connexion with the liberty and rights of 
the people. 

Further recommendin{r the inhabitants of Worcester 
to the protection of Providence. 

I remain, &c. . 

A. Stockenstrom. 

To Dr. Fraeukel, and the other gentlemen 
nho ^jnedthe address. 

N S 
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LII. 

iriTENHAGE. 

ADDBESS TO 8IE ANDBIES STOCKENSTROM. 
[Cop;.] Uiteahege, 21st December, 1820. 

Sib, — I am instructed by the Ijocal Committee, cor- 
responding- with the " Central Committee" of Cape 
Town, in connection with the deputation to England, 
in support of iree Representative Institutioiis for this 
Colony, to request that you would be pleased to name 
as early an hour as may be consistent witJb your con- 
venience, to receive an address, which this Committee 
has been deputed to present to you, from a number of 
respectable inhabitants of this town and district. 

I have also the pleasure to enclose a copy of the 
address for your information. 

I have the honoiu* to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

H. RUTHBEFOOBD, 
Hon. Secretary Uitenboge Cominittee. 
Sir A. StorVenstrom, But., &g. &c. 



[Copy.] 

To Sib Andries Stockensbtom, Bart., &c. &c. 

Sib, — We, the undersigned inhabitants of the town 
of Uitenhage, rejoice in the opportunity which your 
visit to this place affords us, of tendering- to you per- 
sonally, an expression of those sentiments of sympathy, 
confidence, and respect, which yoiu* pubUc charact^ 
and conduct are so eminently calculated to inspire. 
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We rejoice^ Sir, to think that those elevated prin- 
ciples, both moral and political, which you have so 
constantly upheld, and of which your pubhc life has 
been the undinchin^ exponent, are unmifitakeably 
commending- themselves to the understanding and the 
practice of the people of this land. Next to tbe secret 
approbation of your own heart and confidence,— (the 
best reward)— you must feel it to be no trifling^ gratifi- 
cation, to witness the onward progress of these prin- 
ciples J and while the numerous testimonies, which you 
have received and are receiving* of tbe confidence and 
esteem of your fellow-colonists, cannot but, in them- 
selves, be g^tiiying ; we are assured that to you their 
chief value consists in the evidence they furnish of this 
progress and improvement, and in the opportunity thus 
afforded you of still further efforts in this behalf. 

We desire. Sir, at this time, especially to congratu- 
late you, upon the portion you now occupy, as one of 
the chosen Deputation to England, in support of 
Representative Institutions for this Colony, its great 
and radical desideratum, Oiar opinion of the conduct 
of yourself and your colleagues, during" the late dis- 
ciissions in the Legislative Council, together with our 
views and wishes upon the subject of the form of Con- 
stitution, have been already publicly expressed. 

To these it is not now necessary to refer, beyond 
remarking, that the draft of Constitution which you 
have been instrumental in framing, and which you are 
proceeding to England to advocate, has on the whole 
our hearty sympathy and concurrence. We feel as- 
sured. Sir, also, that your association in this work with 
Mr. Fairbaim is matter of peculiar and mutual con- 
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gratulation ; and we avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to testify our respect and admiration of the character 
and talents of that gentleman, and our confidence in 
him. And we doubt not that your individual and 
united efforts will be abundantly usefiil to the people of 
this land. 

We have heard wiUi regret of the infirm state of 
your health. Most Mncerely do we trust that the 
voy^;^ may tend to strengtiien, not impair your eon- 
Btitution : and we conclude by expressing our desire, 
that every blessing' may attend you and your family, 
durmg- your absence fi-om these shores ; that you may 
be speedily enabled to resume your place among us, 
«nd long- be spared to enjoy your enei^es and tidents 
for the public benefit. 

Uitenhage, December, 1850. 



REPLY. 

Uitenhage, December 2Ib(, 1850. 

Gentlemen,— In acknowledging the honour which 
you have done me by your Address, I have, in the first 
place to thank the deputation, and the many othw 
members of this community who accompanied them, 
for the patience and attention with which they had the 
goodness to listen to the details and explanations which 
I have deemed it my duty to enter into on the several 
points to which that Address refers, and as we happened 
to be favoured with the presence of an able reporter, 
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who will, no doubt, have noted down such parts of my 
oral reply as he deemed worthy of being' recorded, it 
will be superfluoufl to trouble you with any lengthened 
repetitions in thia document. 

Whilst I am bound— with the most sincere gratitude 
for your kindness— to declare your introductory com- 
pliments to be flattering fer, beyond my merits, I con- 
sidered it but just towards you, as well as to myself, to 
show that your favourable testimony was not alto- 
gether adulatory. I therefore toot the liberty to 
submit to you — with the fullest admiasion of conscious 
deficiencies— a perhaps eg;oti8tical, but not irrelevant, 
brief summary of my pubhc career fkim 1808 to 1850, 
with which some of you are as well acquainted as I am, 
mainly with a view of defiance to any detraction to 
invalidate the opinion which you have expressed, by 
showing that, even in the most dependent positions 
under despotic rule, I have never for one moment 
allowed the frown or smile of power, or the venom of 
calumny, to turn me from a conscientious discharg-e of 
my duty, or from the undeviating pursuit of those prin- 
afie& of truth and justice without which a public man 
in power must be a public scourge — a mere tyrant, or 
a tyrant's tool I And you do me but justice in beUev- 
iiig that I chiefly value the demonstration of public 
confidence as a symptom of the gradual triumph of 
the said principles over prejudice and delusion ! 

In referring to my late colleagues, the elected Mem- 
bers of the Legislative Council, I can speak more 
positively, and assure you that three more honourable, 
upright, and patriotic men, never represented any 
icommimity or any cause, and your approval of theu* 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



184 

and my proceeding in our late trying situation is matter 
of unfei^ed gratulation. They are in character and 
action so far ahove the vituperation with which they 
have been aeaailed, that it would he an insult to you 
and to the Colony to descend to reiiitation ; and as 
you have specially alluded to my fellow Beputy in our 
mission to the mother country, I have no hesitation in 
stating- that the pride which I feel iu being chosen by 
my felldw-subjects on such an occasion, is considerably 
enhanced by my association with one of the greatest 
moral and political benefactors ever connected with 
this Colony, and in hie name I cordially thank you for 
the respect, admiration, and confidence which you 
express, and which are so well merited. 

That 3'ou, " on the whole" approve of the Constitu- 
tion M'hich my said colleagues, Mr. Wichtj and I have 
proposed, is very encouraging. The points of doubt 
with some part of the community seem to be : — 1. The 
Franchise; S. The Qualificatioo of Membership for 
the Upper Chamber ; and 8. The Reserved Civil list 
I have at great length submitted to you orally my 
views on these points, so that I may satisfy myself 
with here repeating that the five-and-twenty pound 
franchise (a liberal Government measure) will ulti- 
mately prove itself the keystone of our projected politi- 
cal fabric, even more for the advantage of the rich 
than of the poorer classes, as affording one of the beat 
means for the development of the legitimate influence 
of property. But even this keystone you may under- 
mine by means of a privileged clique — a class of mock 
Nobles — which you would create by establishing a high 
property qualification for Council membership, and 
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both Council and Aesembly will be altogrether worth- 
lesS; unless your Parliament shall have unlimited 
control over every fartiiing of the public revenue. 

Let therefore both Chambers represent and enjoy 
the confidence of the whole community in the ag^;Te- 
ga-te, and trust to them the disposal of all the money 
which you contribute towards the public chest. Hespon- 
dble government follows as a matter of course, and 
party f or parliamentary government, which a strong 
and worthy section desiderates, may be one of the early 
results. Such is the Constitution which I trust the 
most loyal of subjects will claim, and the most just of 
SovereigTis will grant : and imploring the blessing of 
Providence on our efforts, 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
A. Stockensteom. 

The Rev. A. SMirH, V.D.M., 
and the other Oeatlemen who signed the Address. 



LIII. 
THE CONSTITUTION—GEORGE. 

George Town, 2ath December, 1850. 

To Sir Andbies Stockenstrom, Bart., »&c. &c. 

SiE, — We, the undersigned, inhabitantfi of Geoi^ 
Town, beg to tender to you our hearty and unfeigned 
congratulations upon your arrival at this place, on 
your way to fulfil a mission in behalf of your fellow- 
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Colonists, to which you have been called by their often 
expressed and unwavering confidence in your devotiwi 
to their best interests, and your iudefatiguble zeal in 
the cause of civil liberty. 

In thus manifesting' our Uvely satisfaction at having 
the honour of welcoming you as the champion of Free 
Institutions, we cannot avoid expressing our re^t, 
fliat our niuuerous friends, residing beyond the Iknits 
of this Town, should have been precluded the oppor- 
tunity of joining us in this demonstration by the 
intimation of your approach having been so recently 
received, which we are aMured will be deeply felt by 
the very many who recq)rocate our sentiments. 

By the men of Graaff-Reinet, who have known you 
frt)m the earliest period in your administration of the 
affeirg of this Government, and with every step of your 
political cweer, your many and great merits are duly 
felt and appreciated, and we assure you, Sir, that the 
same unbounded satisfaction with which it has been 
received by them has been felt by us, and particularly 
the tone of conduct so consistently and manliilly pur- 
sued by you and your colleagues, Messrs. Fairbaim, 
Brand, and Reitz, in the recent struggle which termi- 
nated in the nomination of yourself and Mr. Fairbaim 
as delegates to Great Britain. Whatever variety of 
opinion may be entertained by others with regard to 
the results of this noble and arduous undertaking, we 
cannot resist this opportunity of assuring you of our 
unshaken trust and confidence that it will be blessed 
with that success which it so eminently desires ; 
$aid that our beloved and gracious Queen will, 
through you, give favourable ear to the wishes and 
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pray«« of Har Maj^ty's faidiful subjects in this 
Colony. 

As devoted and loyal subjects of the Britiab Crown, 
we are second to none in acknowledging its sway. 
We daily experience the vital importance of the favour 
and protection of our beloved Sovereign to the best 
interests of the Colony, and in seeking' to make our 
wishes known to the Throne, with regard to the free 
Crovemment which her Majesty so graciously designs 
to bestow, we feel that we are in part Mlilling the 
Royal Will, which has solety in view the happiness and 
welfare of the people. 

We r^ard, therefore, with undiminished hope the 
successful issue of this mission, to which we earnestly 
pra^^ t^e Almighty Ruler of all events may, in His 
bounteous mercy, extend lus protection. 

That the Lord may grant you strength of mind, 
direction and wisdom, to speed your noble undertak- 
ing- ; — that He may grant yon health and prosperity 
on your voyage to the harbour of destination, that 
your efforts there may be crowned with success, and 
that you may return to the embraces of your anxious 
family in better health, are the fervent wishes and 
prayers of. 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

F. Fisscher, H. W. Bdlot, 

F. P. MBBsyu, W. J. Manutz, 

A. Robertson, J. M. Johnaon, 

F. D. Cmhai, W. B. Brewia, 

£. fiergh, P. J. Schouken, fi. son. 

(And 66 other inhabitants.) 

On the above address being i^esented to him by s 
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deputation of about twenty gentlemen, at the r^ideuce 
of E, Bergh, Esquire, Sir Andriea atated, that before 
giving his written reply he should, as he had done 
on former occasions, offer an oral statement of the 
proceedings of his coUe^ues and himself, while in the 
late Legislative Council, on which any one present 
could put to him such queries relative thereto, as they 
might think proper. In the first place, he was living 
quietly in retirement on his estates, when he learnt 
that he was called upon to represent the interests of 
the Colonists in the Legislative Council, which call 
he at first was unwilling to accede to, fearing that 
he had not the confidence of the public. As it turned 
out otherwise, he yielded to the desire of the people, 
and a communication from the Colonial Government to 
him, ran thus :— 

"From tiie returns of the Municipal and Road 
Boards, His Excellency the Governor has been pleased 
to offer you one of the vacant seata in the L^;islative 
Council." 

And on the terms conveyed in the above letter, he 
took his seat in the Legislative Council, to assist in 
framing a Free Constitution for the people^ ^d not to 
legislate on any other business. 

To his surprise when in the Council Chamber, he 
found the Estimates, Church, Squatters, and other 
Draft Ordinances on the table for consideration. As 
these were fit subjects for the future Parliament, he 
with his said colleagues were determined not to look 
at them — and in due time when the above ordinances 
were presented, he and his colle^iiies resigned their 
fieats, it being useless remaining there against a majo- 
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rity of eight to four. This proceeding he had been 
happy to find had met the views of the inhabitente ot 
George, generally speaking-. 

JBurgher Kepresentative Institutions were the re- 
quirements of a Colony like ours. 

Poor aristocracies would not answer. For instance, 
look to the German Empire and Duchies, where des- 
potism has its fuU sway. 

As to the £35 electoral qualification it emanated 
from the Official Members in the Legislative Council 
to whom the honour of its proposal is justly due. 

The above account is only a slight outline of Sir 
Andries' statement, in conclusion of which he read 
Ids reply to the above address, and took his farewell 
of tbe deputation, and piroceeded en route towards the 
metropolis : — 

George Town, Dec. 31, 1850. 

Gentlemen,— Most sincerely do I thank you for 
the kind terms in which you have welcomed me to this 
town, and for the flattering expression of your confi- 
dence in my fevour. 

In the name of my late coUeag-uea, Messrs. Brand, 
Beitz, and Fairbaini, I may also courey to you the 
satisfaction which they feel at having gained the 
approbation of their fellow Colonists, and assure you 
of their continued zeal in the cause of this country, 
which they know to be dependent upon good govern- 
ment, by means of free, liberal. Representative Insti- 
tutions. 

On these latter, and on the political state of tbe 
Colony, as connected therewith, I have so fully ex- 
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j^ressed my eentiments in the oral reply, to which you 
were g^ood enough to listen, as well as in the severd 
communications of mine which are already hefore the 
public, that there only remains for me to recommend 
to the inhabitants of Geoi^, as I have done to all my 
countrymen and fellow Colonists, unanimity and 
DETERMINATION in their loyalty to their Sovereign, in 
their zeal for the great end in view, and in their con- 
tempt for all the craft and machinations which may be 
brong-ht into operation, to bewilder their understanding 
of the great principles at stake, to divide them into 
various factions, to set them ag^nst each other, thereby 
to obtain the pretext to represent them as a commimity 
with ANTAGONISTIC INTERESTS, " unripe for self- 
govemment," and thus to protract, if not to perpetuate 
the sway of despotism. 

That by your loyalty then, by your unanimity, by 
your determination, by your good sense, and your 
moral courag;e, you may succeed, under Providence, 
not only to consummate the desideratum for which we 
are at present striving, but to promote that continued 
prosperity and happiness to the Colony of which it is to 
lay the foundation, is the anxious prayer of. 

Gentlemen, 
Yoiu- most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) A. Stockensteom. 
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LIV. 
GLEN LYNDEN.- SOMERSET. 

To Sir Andries Stockehsteom, and Messrs. Bband, 
Faibbairn, and Keitz. 

Glen LjndeD, »h Not. 1650. 

Gentlemen,— We, the undersigTied Ratepayers and 
others residing in the parish of Glen Lynden, have ob- 
served in the public journals of last post, the Besolutions 
carried at a Meeting of the Municipahty of Somerset 
(East), in which your conduct in the late Legislative 
Council, has been disapproved of. As we are iiihabitanta 
of the same district, although bej-'ond the limits of said 
Municipality, we cannot, in justice to ourselves, permit 
these resolutions to be foisted upon the pubHc (seeing 
they are so contrary to our opinions) without thus pub- 
licly announcing to you the fact of our entire approval 
of your conduct, during your late services in the Leg^ 
lative Council. 

We hereby desire to thank you for the very inde- 
pendent manner in which you acted throughout, and 
fully agree with the upright, manly course you pursued 
■ in tendering your resignations aa Members of said 
Legislative Assembly. It is also our opinion, that you 
acted in the lulleBt sense &om conscientious motives in 
resigning your seats. 

We b^ also to notify to you, that the present un- 
settled state of the Frontier, and the want of servants 
among the farmers here, has prevented a Meeting being 
convened in this locality for the purpose of publicly 
addressing you, but had such not been the case, we ^e 
fiiUy persuaded that a lai^er number of signatures 
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would have been appended to a Bimilar addreBs, than 
are annexed to this. 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Youre most respeetfiilly, 
W. D. Pringle, George Ainslie, J, Marau, 

A. Scott, Jaroes Stewart, P. S. MaTais, 

W. S. Pringle. Alexander Stewart, W. H. J. Martus, 

C. P. Mania, Thomas Dawes, M. W. Pretorios, 

Eira Kdgaid, H. V. G. PrctoriuB, P. R. de Wit, 

EiraThoa.Ridgard, Bobert Pringle, Wm. Ainslie, sen. 

C. P. F. Maraia, Thomas Pringle, Robert Camp, 

J. D. Marais, T. J. Wood, G. C. Stewart, 

P. S. Marais, Joha Pringle, Wm. Ainslie, jun, 

G. Schoetnan, Hector Frazer, Joseph Tranter. , 

Robert Miller, 



THE SWELLENDAM DINNER. 

A DINNER was given on the Srd instant, (Jan.) at 
Swellendam, to Sir A. Stockeoatrom and P. W. Reitz, 
Esq., in testimony of the approval of their constituents 
at that place, of their conduct in the late L^;islative 
Council. 

The unhappy intelligence just received from the 
Frontier rendered it proper that no needless display 
of pubUc festivity should take place, and the wish was 
accordingly expressed by the two gentlemen that the 
dinner should be, as far as possible, a private one. 

Ninety-six individuals sat down, Joseph Bany, 
Esq. in the CJhmr. Messrs. Cardinal, Steyu, Otto, and 
Teubes officiated as stewards. At the dinner an 
Address was presented to the guests, which, with the 
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reply given in writing- on the following" morning', is 
printed below. 

Althoug^h the desire had been expressed that the 
dinner should be unaccompanied by the nsual demon- 
strations of rejoicing, the assembly did not wish to 
separate without doing honour to several approjHiate 
toasts. — These were 

1. "The Queen." — Drunli with loud and enthusias- 
tic cheering-. 

9. " Prince Albert and the Eoyal Family.** 

3. "The Governor."— In proposing- whose health, 
the Clhairman remarked upon the critical nature of 
His Excellency's position, and expressed the hope 
of the meeting; that he might soon succeed in his 
present efforts. This toast was drunk with much 
feeling. 

4. " The Gruests.** — Replied tOj severally by Sir A. 
Stockenetrom, and Mr. Beitz. 

5. " Mr. Fairbaim and Mr. Brand," — proposed by 
Mr. Cardinal J — acknowledged by Sir A. Stocken- 
strom J who, eulogizing both his late colleagues, called 
attention to the circumstance that Lords Brougham^ 
Denman, and Truro, who had risen to the highest 
offices of their profession in England, had been once 
CTigaged, together, on a trial, in prosecuting which it 
became their duty to speak in most condemnatory 
twms of the Sovereign of Great Britain. In Mr. 
Brand*8 case a similar performance of duty with 
respect to official measures, not persons, in the Colony, 
had stood in the way of his deserved elevation to the 
loeal Bench of Justice ! 

Mr. Joshua Joubert, J. P., and Mr. Uys, Field- 
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"Cornet, aucceasively expreseed their satisfaction wiUi 
the proceedings of the late Councillore. 

Mr. Reid proposed " A prosperous voyage to Mr. 
Fairbaim and Sir A. Stockenstrom." 

Sir A. Stockenstrom proposed " The Commercial 
Interests of the Cdony/' expressing hie personal re- 
spect for many of the Merchants of the Colony, with 
some of whom he had had the happiness of a personal 
acquaintance for many years. He regretted th^ 
tiiere had heen some appearance of a desire on the 
part of the merchants, to consider themselves to form, 
as a body, a species of monied aristocracy, and he 
could not help urging upon them the necessity of co- 
operating with all the classes of Colonista. He ad- 
mitted the spirit and energy of the merchants as a 
body, but he denied that they possessed any claims or 
privileges beyond those of simple Burghers. 

Mr. Barry acknowledged the toast. 

Mr. Herman proposed "Lady Stockenstrom and 
Mrs. ReitZj and the Ladies of the Colony." 

Mr. Reitz returned thanks, and concluded his 
acknowledgmente by offering " The Cape Town Mu- 
nicipality," on the recent proceedings of which body 
he passed a high ^leomium. 

Dr. White, as one of the CommiasionerB of the 
Municipality of Swellendam, returned thanks for the 
Cape Town Commissioners, adding that he fully con- 
curred with Mr. Eeitz's view of the valuable services 
for which the public in the country dMtricts were in- 
debted to that Mtmicipality. 

Mr. John B«itz then proposed the health of the. 
Attorney-General, in connection with the£35 fran- 
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chise, which that officer had proposed in Council. — 
Drunk with loud cheers. 

After this the Assembly broke up, and on the follow- 
hg morning a larg-e body of the inhabitants accom- 
panied Sir A. Stockenstrom to the Breede River, as 
they had previously gone out to Buffeljag^ Rivo- to 
welcome him. 



ADDRESS. 

To Sir Andries Stockenstrom -and Frahcis 
William Reitz, Esq. 

Swellendain, 3id Janoary, 1851. 
Gentlemen, — We hail with feelings of unfeigned 
pleasure your jftrrival amongst us, as it affords us 
another opportunity of expressing to you our most 
hearty concurrence in the measure which you deemed 
it necessary to adopt at the last meeting of the Legis- 
lative Council. The pleasure derived from this inter- 
view is, however, deeply alloyed with pain at the con- 
templation of the fearlul state of affiurs on our 
frontiers, where another tragic lesson is being read to 
our rulers m the blood of our slaughtered fellow- 
colonists. Far be it from us to make any reflection at 
this moment having a tendency to create dissatis&c- 
tion, or prevent that unity of purpose which we all 
feel so essentially necessary at the present time : rather 
would we " cast oil on the troubled waters," but while 
using our best endeavours and co-operating with the 
Government in relieving our unhappy fellow-colonists 
of the Eastern Province, for whom our warmest sym- 
pathies are eidisted— we cannot close our eyes to the 
painfrd and mortifying iact that had the wishes of the 
O 2 
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pedple baQg responded to by our rulers, our souls 
would not now be harrowed by the awful and heart- 
sickening details of slaug-htered women and children 
sacrificed to the ruthless barbarity of the blood-thirsty 



To you, Mr. I^eitz, our sentiments have already 
been expressed, in you we recognise not alone the 
Representative of the whole Colony, but of this district 
in particular ; past experience has fully proved to us 
that whenever the public weal calls upon you it meets 
with a hearty response, and we feel it but our duty to 
add that when particularly pressed by the inhabitants 
to accept of a public dinner, the only dissentient voice 
was your own, and it was at your earnest request that 
it was postponed, to give us an opportunity of meeting 
at the same time the Hon. Baronet, whose presence 
amongst us causes us such sincere pleasure. To you, 
Sir Andriea Stockenstrom, it merely remains for us 
to add onr earnest and heartfelt prayers that your 
already impaired health may not suffer from the ttril 
and inconvenience incidental to your long overland 
journey, and yoxir ultimate voyage to the mother coun- 
try, and that Providence may crown your mission vrith 
success, and restore you to us in renewed health and 
vigour. — To that Providence we commend you both. 
Believe us to remain, Gentlemen, 

Your most faithiid servants, &c. 

Sir Andries replied that he should feel happy to 
respond to the Address at a more advanced part of the 
evening, and that the sentiments of himself and col- 
league would be declared in writing the ensuing 
morning. 
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Swellendsm, Janiuiy B, 1851. 
Gentlemen,— We fee) highly honoured by the 
terms in which you have addressed us. To gain the 
approval of our constituents, consiBtently with the 
dictates of our consciences and the interests of our 
country, was the chief aim in our proceedings, as your 
representatives in the late Legislative Council, and the 
sympathy and concurrence of the whole Colony, without 
any important exception, is to us a gratHjing" reward. 
The feeling- which you evince with reference to the 
sufferings of our frontier brethren, is to us a most 
welcome pledge of the assistance which they will 
receive irom the district of Swellendam, in case of 
du?e necessity. 

You have afforded us such ample opportunity of 
orally expressing our sentiments on the various subjects 
connected with the present poUtical state of this Colony, 
that there only remains for ua to recommend to you 
imanimity and firmness in the demand and establish- 
ment of those measures of which you so cordially 
Of^rove ; and wishing you the blessing of Heaven on 
your future career, 

We have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servants, 

A. Stockensteom. 
F. W. Reitz. 

To Messrs. Joseph Barry, Henry White, D. Teubes, 
R. J. Cardinal, and the other gentlemen nho signed 
tlie addresB at Swellendam. 
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LVI. 

KAT RIVER. 

A letter, dated Fort Armstrong, fllet January, from 
a very aged inhabitant of the frontier, describes the 
state of the country in very desponding; langjiage. The 
writer says, " I never felt myself in so much danger 
as at present. I fear the number of disaffected among 
the coloured classes may increase." 



The following Address to Sir A. Stoekenstron^ 
signed fay about 100 persons, from inhabitants of the 
division of Fort Beaufort, arrived by last post. 
To Sir Andbies Stockenstbom, Bart, &e. &c. &c; 

Cape Town- 
Fort Amntoong, 
StockenstrDm, 2eth Jan., 1851. 

Sir, — At a Meeting of a number of l£e inhalHtants' 
of this district, held this day, with a view to promote 
union in the general defence ; a proportion was made 
and received with acclamalion by all present, to request 
that you would, in the present alarming state of the 
country, once more undertake the duties of Command- 
ant-Gbneral of the burgher forces. 

We, the undermgned, therefore, hasten to communi- 
cate to you thift. resolution, with the expression of our 
individual concurrence therein. 

We need not to inform- you of the extensive con- 
federacy among the Kaffir tribes, agfunst the peace of 
the Colony, by which already great loss of life and 
property has been occasioned. But we have with.grief 
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and shame to acquaint you that a nnmber of our 
fellow-settlers in this district, particularly those of 
Blinkwater, have been induced, some by fear, others 
by persuasion, and some by constraint, to band them- 
selves with a body of Kaffirs under the late HennanxiSy 
and have joined with them in various acts of rebellion 
within the Colony. The danger to which we in com- 
mon with others are exposed, is thus rendered much, 
more complicated and imminent, and calls for the most 
prompt uid energetic measures to meet it. 

With the most entire confidence in the zealous and 
skilful arrangements of His Excellency the Grovemor,. 
as a military commander for the protection of the iron- 
tier, and for the subjugation of the enemy j we at the 
same time feel the importance— since the burgher 
force is required to aid in the general defence, that it 
should be placed under the command of a bui^her 
general-officer. This principle, we are glad to observe, 
has already received the sanction of His Excellency 
the Governor, and therefore we hope it will also be 
conceded in the appointment of one to the general 
command of the burgher force. 

In our present difficiUties, our minds are turned to 
you as the individual in whose course and judgment 
the burghers generally place .the greatest reliance— and 
from whose influence, particularly with the coloured 
classes, we have reason to expect that many who hare 
been led to act as our enemies, would be recalled to 
their duty and aUegiance. 

The undersigned, in conclusion, desjre that this 
request may be considered at the same time as an ex- 
pression and assurance to you of their loyalty and of 
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their determination to stand by their Queen, and 
country agBinst every enemy. 

We have the honour to be, Sir^ 

Your m<Mt obedient servants^ 



ThoB. Webster 
Geo. Barnes 
E. B.BeU 
John McMaster 
W. Bickard 
Nicolas Bank 
Hermanus Joots 
Caaper Oliver 
A- Tan Booyen 
Frans Vincents 
Carel Groepe, sen. 
James Green 
Dirk Jbnkera 
James Barnes 
Henry Heyn 

Wm. Harris 

Thos. Kent 

C. Groepe, jun. 

J. Groepe 

Wm. Fameft 

S. Jaaon 

Gabriel Ctoete 

David Gysman 

Piet JasBon 

I^et Banthom 

F. Jordaan 

Isaak Arena 

Jan PretoriuB 

Henty Bicbards 

Alie Arendz 

Christian Groepe 

Jozef Aemda 

Cbarles Brown 



Coenderat Jordaan 

James Erre 

Richard Erve 

Jaftba Gjsman 

James D. Evana 

Martbinus Groepe 

Predrik Jordaan 

Edw. BeU 

A. C. BeU 

Willem Bensberg 
Jan Branders 

John "Higloen 
William Emett 
John Cunnock 
Martenus OppeL 
J. Bice Barnes 
Nathanial Claas 
Fredrik Jordaan, sen. 
Christian Zeland 
Vtlentju Jacob 
H. Parwe 
Hendrik Bazon 
Jan Buiters 
Klaas Booy 
Andraas Botha 
Klaas Bazon 
Isaac Groepe 
John Comer 
Frans Viiiceiri: 
Klaas Bantom 
Willem Andries 
KlaaaTal 
Jan Paardewagter 



Adam Bensbnrg 

Agns van der Westhuis. 

Flors Aarends 

Jan MatrooB 

Stoffel Gyaman 

Geoi^Good 

M. Constantine 

Jacob Crsay 

Piet Bantom 

Adam Banthom 

Michael O'Nicol 

Jm. Arnold 
Wniiam Smitb 
Geo. Parrack 
Willem Heaman. 
Hans Laas 
D. Gysman 
W. Banthanr 
M. Banthanr 
Uitbaler Bnys 
Adrian Bergh 
Adam Groepe 
Mechel Trom peter 
Class van der Waatbats 
Gert Lotring 
Agnat van der Westfaaia- 
Jan Morgen 
W. B. Thomson 
J. Read, sen. 
CBear 

Thomas Jewell 
H. Thomson 
Hans Jonker 
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David Davids Jason Jason Jolm B. Thomson 

David Benaebe^ Cornelius Magerman Coenrakd Schepen 

Hans Rensebei^ Albrecht Oroepe Isaac Isaacs, 

Class Renseberg Rmtet Jager &c. &c. 
Cobns Platjes Adrian Bantam 



To Field-Comet Botha and other Subscribeps, 
Kat River. 

Cape Tovrn, January 31, I85I. 

My Friends, — I received your Address, of the 
SOth instant, with a mixture of pride and sorrow. 

I am proud of it because I know you to be sincere, 
and no set of men can know better than yourselves 
my willingness, if necessary, to bleed for your good 
and for that of our country. You know that there 
was a time when I could and did serve that country in 
the way you now desire and in many othera. 

My answer is the same as that which I returned to 
a similar invitation with which I was honoured by one 
of the most respectable sections of our fellow subjects, 
the great majority of whom widely differed with me in 
politics. To that answer I must refer you. Another 
Commandant-General is already appointed ; — under 
him you will do your duty as you have done under me 
and others, and I am left at liberty to proceed to serve 
■die Colony in a different capacity. 

My sorrow is caused by the misfortunes of our 
country, aggravated by the defection of some of your 
brethren. These you will try to reclaim, and if they 
are infatuated enough to persevere, you will crush 
them together with the enemy whom they have joined, 
waiting for the end of this unhappy struggle to insist 
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on the most minute investigtttion of the cauBes of their 
defection. 

One of the most pleasing features of your Address is 
the number of your British fellow-subjects who have 
joined you in it. It proves the growing- conviction 
that not only as creatures of one Maker^ but as subjects 
of one Crown, the bond of brotherhood is our best 
stronghold. 

To the guidance of your spiritual paetors, whose 
names appear among your own, and to whom you 
and your country already owe so much, I more 
especially commend you. Prom these you will learn 
the true ^irit of loyalty. They will teach you that 
your loyalty to your Sovereign and the laws of the 
land are inseparable from your loyahy to your Grod 
and his laws ; that these latter fffe ever founded on 
the immutable principles of truth and justice, charity 
and mercy, and that all human institutions, and acts 
can only be blessed in the degree in which they aspire 
to, and approach the same perfection. 

I remain, my dear iriends,^ 

Your sincere welUwisher, 

A. StogkenstboM' 



To Sir Andries Stockensteom, Bart., 
&c. &c. &c. 

. SteUeoboach, 28th:JinuU7, IB^l. 
SiRy— It affords us much pleasure to have this oppor- 
tunity of expressing to you the great satisfiiction we 
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faavedemed from the i!Dmt<n*ioua career' you haveao 

invariably and most energetically pursued in promoting 
the improvement and in advocating the beet interests 
of this Colony. 

Yffli have already received from this place an ex-- 
pression of entire approbation of the epirit of independ- 
ence manifested by you, and Messrs. Brand, Fairbaira, 
and Keite, when at your posts in Council, and of your 
determination to redeem the trust imposed on you, by 
an overwhelming majority of your fellow Colonists, not 
to lend your aid to a system of legislation, that was no 
better than a mere delusion, in so far as the voice of 
the people was concerned. 

And we are now proud to meet you here, just on the 
eve of your departure for the mother country, on so 
noble and important a mission as that with which you 
have been entrusted, while we beg to assure you, that 
you have awakened our unqualified admiration of the 
zeal and diligence which have characterized all your 
proceedings in endeavouring to advance the prcwperity 
of this Colony, by securing to it all the blessings of 
free institutions and self-government; for a people. 
Sir, can never be called free, or said to prosper through 
their own energy, until they have the control over 
their own affairs. Now, to achieve this important object 
is the aim of your mission, and the great desire of 
every liberal-minded inhabitant of this Colony. 

It is true that a small but contemptible portion of 
our otherwise talented press has attempted to scan- 
dalize and misconstrue your own motives, -as well as 
those of others, in the independent course pursued, in 
thus asserting the rights of your country, in defiance 
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of a partial GovenuneDt and a time-BerviBg' faction, tlie 
former of which seema but too ready to expend our 
hard-«anied finances in supporting its own faTomites, 
regardless alike of personal claims and public remon- 
strances, and all this under a pretended economy. 

That through the blea8ing;8 of a kind Providence you 
may be spared and enabled to accomplish your arduous 
task, and be permitted to spend a long life, for the 
benefit of a people, who are so endeared to yon, and 
who 80 highly appreciate your exertions in their behalf, 
is the fervent prayer of your obliged and gratefid coun- 
trymen, and obedient humble servants, 

(Signed) M. J. van Ndldt Onkbuyot, 

C. P. LiNDENBEBGy 

p. BosMAN, and 117 others. 



SUllenbooch, February 5, ISM. 

Gentlemen, —I beg to return to you my most sin- 
cere thanks for the cordial manner in which you have 
received me, as well as for the kind terms in which you 
allude to my devotion to the good of our common 
country throughout my now almost closing career. 

For the invitation to a public dinner with which you 
have honoured me, allow me hkewise this opportunity 
to thank you, no less than for your goodness in admit- 
ting the vaUdity of my reasons for declining. 

With reference to the subject to which your address 
more prominently alludes : my sentiments and those of 
my late colleagues, Messrs. Brand, Reitz, and Fair- 
bairn, are already so fidly before the public, that it is 
unnecessary to detain you with repetitions, unless it be 
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to reiterate our recommendatioQ of imanimity and zeal 
ID the good cause. 

Your notice of what you call the " Bcandalizing" and 
" miBconstruing" of " a small but contemptible portion 
of our otherwise talented press/' compels me to trouble 
you with some brief remarks ou the subject, as a Cape 
Town newspaper openly denounces the disgraceful 
productions to which you allude, as '^supported by 
high officials, and written by persons paid out of the 
Colonial Chest." Now, gentlemen, I myself have been 
a high official in this Colony, and I am bound to say 
that I beUeve the public fiinctionaries of South Africa, 
■as a body, to be as respectable, as honourable, and as 
efficient a set of men as you wiU find in any part of 
her Majesty's dominions. I know vCTy few of them 
personally, because the state of my health and other 
reasons compel me to eschew society, but I cannot help 
entertaining a profound respect for the high characters 
of many of these men. The same, I beheve, can be 
said of the aggregate of the commercial body, of whom 
efforts are also making to construct an antagonist 
faction against the great mass of the commimity. That 
such functionaries or such commercial gentlemen should 
lend themselves to the schemes of the "scandalizers" 
of whom you speak, to reanimate the expiring preju- 
dices and hatred between the Dutch and English por- 
tions of the Queen's subjects, to denounce the Boers as 
rebels, and to voinit the most loathsome personal 
.scurrUities against all those who dare to resist the 
domineering and grasping spirit of a few despots, who 
hope to fish in the troubled waters in which the Colony 
may be swamped ; — I say of such men, such conduct 
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18 impossible! The ravings of a few ought not to 
diminish our respect for the character of whole classes. 

But, gentlemen, this is more than enough notice to 
waste on " scandalizers." Answer them not. Leave 
them the monopoly of the ribaldry and falsehood which 
constitute the vitals of tkeir cause. Your cause is of 
too exalted a nature to require any aid from which 
the man of honour would shrink. It is the cause of 
Justice and needs but the arm of Truth, and Truth 
and Justice, under the patronage of your gradous 
Sovereign, with the sympaQiy of the British nation, 
■what tyrant shall dare to gainsay ? 

Heaven protect you, gentlemen — The District of 
Stellenbosch has always been loyal, let it also be united, 
— united within itself, — united with all classes of our 
fellow-fiubjecta throughout the Oalony. This unfortu- 
nate land never stood so mocfa in need of such union. 
With such imion, trust to your virtuous cause and good 
Queen, trust to the British nation, trust to yourselves, 
but, above all, trust to your God. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient hiunble servant, 

A. Stockenstbom. 

To M. J. Van N. Onkrujdt, Esq.; 
C. P. Lindenberg, Esq. ; P. Boaman, 
Esq. ; P. J. Haupt, Esq. ; C. Q. 
MbtaU, eeu., Esq. ; and the other 
Subscribers, (c. &c..&c 
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LVIII. 

[Translation.] 

PAAEL. 

PiuI.Stb Feb. 1851. 
To Sir Andries Stockenstbom. 
Sib,— We the undersized, inhabitants of the Paarl, 
have to express oar unmingled satisfaction at your 
unexpected visit to our Town,— the more, aa an oppor- 
tunitj has beai thus afibrded to us to assure you per- 
sonally of our approval of the proceedings -of yoursdf 
and your colleag-ues in the late session of the Legisla- 
tive OouncJl, whidi ended in the appointment of your- 
«elf and Mr. Fairbaim as a Deputation to England 
from the inhabitants of this country. We regret much 
that we were not previously informed of your intended 
visit, for not alone many of the inhabitants of this 
Town, bat of the neighbouring farms also, have thua 
been deprived of the gratification of receiving you as 
we could have wished. 

Whatever difference of opinion be found with some 
respecting the undertaking of yourself and Mr. Fair- 
baim, which we, indeed, do not conceive to be other- 
wise than honourable and arduous, we for ourselves do 
not wish this opportunity to pass without assuring you 
of our confidence that it will receive, the successful 
issue which it deserves, and that our excellent Sove- 
reign will give a favourable hearing to the requests of 
her unalterably faithful and loyal subjecte who inhabit 
the length and breadth of this Colony. 

Often, and now especially, do we feel the great necea- 
Mty that esista of the care and protection of oxu- beloved 
Sovereign, and that our wishes should be made known 
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to Her in respect of the Bepresentative Institutions 
which she has offered to us. 

We are certain that they only fulfil Her Majesty's 
pleasure, who seek the happiness and prosperity of Her 
people. 

We have observed with deep pain by a newspaper, 
the " Cape Monitor" the org^an of a taction in this 
Colony, that the inhabitants are accused of disloyalty 
by Bome. We hope, and are confident that you will, 
on your airival in England, combat the false impres- 
sions reg-arding; us (if any) that may be thus created j 
for we are of opinion that just the faction to which we 
allude may be charged with disloyalty, and that their 
proceedings will end in exciting the feelings of the 
inhabitants against Her Majesty's RepresentatiTe. 

We hope and trust that your voyage to England may 
not do injury to your already invalid state oi health, 
and that Providence may bless your eflTorts on behalf 
of the country of your birth with perfect success, and 
may restore you to us in renewed health and strength. 
To Him we commit you. 

Beheve us to be. Sir, 

Your faithful servants, 

J. J. DE ViLLIEBS, G. L. StEYTLER, 
M. DE KOCK, T. Hoos, &c. 

(In all 90 personB.) 



REPLY. 

[Teahslation-J 

Paarl, 5th Febnuiry, 1651. 

Gentlemen, — It was with a deep feeling of grati- 
tude that I received your address, with the many other 
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marks ot kindnees exhibited by you on my arrival 
here. 

I am especially gratified at the expressions of loyalty 
and respect for Her Majesty the Queen which have 
come with so much feeling- from you:— and which I 
have witnessed also throug"hout the whole of my late 
journey in the various districts of this Colony : and of 
which I have, even this morning, observed such gratify- 
ing signs among our fellow-citizens at Stellenbosch. 

After having stated my sentiments to you so fully 
1^ word of mouth, I take the liberty to refer you, in 
order to avoid repetition, to the reply I have given to- 
day to the inhabitants of Stellenbosch, to whom I am 
indebted for a similar honour to that which you have 
done me :— with this addition, in reference to the charge 
of disloyalty that has been made against the Colonists^ 
that I am of opinion that the Colonists thus accused 
should not rest before the names and titles of the 
accused, as well as the accusers, have been publicly 
given to the world, and the Grovemment has fulfilled its 
sacred duty, in using -even unasked— every possible 
means for such a public exposure of the truth. 

Committing you all to the protection of Providence, 
I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

A. Stockensthom. 
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LIX. 

[Copy.] 

LETTER FROM F. W. REITZ, ESQ. 

Svellendam, C»pe of Good Hope, 

lOtb Janoaty, 1851. 

Dear Sib,— As one of the four unofficial Memb««- 
of the late Legislative Council of this Colony, I con- 
sider it my duty to offer to you, and through you to 
Her Majesty's Miniatera and to those in England who. 
are more particularly interested in the welfare of the 
Cape, my reasons for heUeving' that the Constitution 
drawn up and proposed by us, has received the full 
approbation of the great mass of the Colonists of 
South Africa; and in the name of the people who 
deputed me to aid in BO important a task, to protest 
against any alteration in the main principles of our 
proposed plan. 

In the first place, I take it for granted, that we- 
understand the avowed opinion expressed by Her Ma- 
jesty's Ministera aright — if we interpret it to be — that 
in all matters unconnected with, or which do not in- 
fringe upon imperial rights, it is just and expedient that 
the Colonists should have ample power to decide for 
themselves on the mode of Government likely to suit 
their peculiar situation and circumstances; 

Secondfy — You have evidence enough to prove, diat 
we were freely elected by the inhabitants at large, 
acting through numerous Road Boards and Munici- 
palities, for the purpose of representing their wishes 
and interests ; but if any doubt should exist as to the 
fiwmess of our election, the universal denial of Mr. 
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Montagu's statement to the contrary, by nnmerous 
addresses, resolutiona at eeTeral Public Meetings, &c. 
throughout the Colony, and by the public press, must 
in the minds of impartial men remove such doubts. 

I would in this place make a passing remark or two 
with regard to the Members composing the late Coun- 
cil. Sir A. Stockenstrom, long a usefid servant in 
Her Majesty's Civil Service, and formerly lieutenant- 
Govemor in this Ctdony j Mr. Brand, our leading bar- 
rister, of more than thirty years atandingj and I,a land- 
owner and agriculturist, connected with the cAdest wool- 
growing firm, were all three born here. You have 
been for twenty-five years or more editor of our leading 
periodical, and are known to be intimately acquainted 
with the mercantile wants and prospects of the Cape. 
All of us, therefore, must be supposed to be at least 
practically acquainted with this Colony, and its capa- 
bilities; whilst, among the Official Members, one of 
whom declared frankly that they considered themselves 
mere birds of passage, few have been long in the 
Colony J not one speaks the language spoken by five- 
sixths of our population; and three out of the five, 
have sons in the public service here, and of course look 
for advancement for them in that service. Mr. Cock, 
the nominee Member of the old Council, is placed in a 
peculiar situation ; and Mr. Godlonton, as well as Mr. 
Cock, may be said, and in fact considered themselves, 
to be the representatives of Graham's Town and 
neighbourhood. 

I mention these facts to shew, that, even indepen- 
dent of the choice of the people, the probability would 
be that the four retired Members are more interested 
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in the prosperity of the Colony at larg;e, and better 
acquainted with its real wants. But I rest my ail- 
ment solely on the simple fact, that we have expressed 
the will of the Colony, and therefore come at once 
to— 

The Evidence, which proves that our propositions 
have met with the almost universal approval of our 
constituents, and of the Colony throug'hout. 

First, the many Memorials, all numerously signed, 
when compared to the population, and to the number 
of sigfnatures to former Memorials, are evidence. 

2nd. The addresses, public dinners, and similar 
demonstrations within the last three months, compared 
to similar public expressions on other occasions are 
evidence. 

8rd. The public press, with the exception of the 
Graham's Town Journal, edited by Mr. Godlonton, 
against whose nomination to the Council the Colony 
objected, and another paper, the " Monitor," supposed 
to be the organ of our opponents in the Western 
Districts,— the press, consisting- of twelve weekly news- 
papers, is in our favoiff, and should I presume be 
considered good evidence. 

On the other hand, I knew of no public meeting" 
held in the Western Province for the piirpose of oppo- 
sing the scheme of the unofficial Members. There 
has been only one Memorial sent in from Cape Town, 
signed by comparatively few, and those principally 
merchants, and others connected by ties of friendship 
or relationship with the chief civil servants of the 
Colony, whose present salaries not so much, as their 
power to perpetuate official extravagance, by providing" 
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for friends and dependents, would be jeopardized by 
any liberal system that can be introduced. 

In Swellendam a dinner was giveo and an address 
presented to Mr. Godlonton, as a mark of disapproval 
of our conduct, but with the exception of four or five 
landed proprietors, or persons independent of Govern- 
ment, the remainder of the g-entlemen present consisted 
of Mr. Southey (Civil Commissioner and head of the 
District) with the Clerk of the Peace and other officials. 

Leaving out of the question altogether, the propriety 
of any active part being; taken by the Officers of the 
Civil Service, whose salaries, whose abilities, and whose 
mode of selection for office, form one of the main 
Boiu-ces of discontent, that meeting can hardly be 
looked upon as expre^iug the opinion of any class of 
tax-papers in this District. Indeed Mr. Southey {I 
speak advisedly) failed most signally in his personal 
endeavours to get up coimter Memorials. 

In the Eastern Province, Graham's Town and part 
of Fort Beaufort, have expressed dissatisfaction with 
us and our opinions. The principal merchants there 
have, however, remained neutral. At Port Elizabeth 
they merely insist on separation. 

To this we find opposed the large and really pro- 
ductive, improving portions of the Eastern Province, 
consisting of GraafT Reinet, Colesbei^, great part of 
Somerset and Uitenhage, and the Kat River Settle- 
ment {forming a portion of Fort Beaufort.) The 
reasons why part of the inhabitants of Graham's Town 
and Fort Beaufort are opposed to us have not been 
distinctly stated, and with regard to the question of 
separation, if the proportion of Members to the new 
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Parliament proposed by ua to be given to the Eastern 
Province, be considwed, it will be seen, that that very 
question could be more fairly and honestly settled by 
the first assembly of that Body, than could have been 
done by the late Council, or by Her Majesty's Ministers 
in England. Had we entered into the subject, or 
recommended immediate separation, we might justly 
have been blamed hereafter for deciding with unneces- 
sary haste on a most important matter, without being* 
constitutionally and adequately acquainted with the 
wishes of all the inhabitants of the Eastern half of this 
territory. And looking to the intricate nature of the 
question, particularly with r^^rd to the expeuBes for 
future Kaffir wars— in so far as this Colony may have 
to bear its share of the same, beyond the tad and inter- 
ferenee of the Motha- Country; Ithink,upon reflection, 
tie people of Port Elizabeth and Graham's Town, 
must perceive that they lay themselves open to the 
chaise of trying to obtiun a particular object by false 
pretences. 

I have purposely made this letter as bnef as possi- 
ble, in the hope that it may not remain entirely unread. 
The statement of facte with regard to MeetingB, 
Memcaials, &c. &c. you will find supported in the 
papers of the day, and imcontradicted by the two 
opposition papers, except by falsehoods, so self-evident 
and glaring as to require no comment. 

My sole object in addressing you, waa to call your 
attention to the facts and occurrences which have 
tak^i place in this Colony since our resignation, and 
^nce your departure; and as one of the delegates 
ichosen by the people of this Colony, I thought it 
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incumbent on me to reiterate the opinion I expressed 
three months ^o, which haa been strengthened by 
what I have since had abundant opportunity of ob- 
serving- — that is to say — ^That the Cktlonists, confiding; 
in the promise held out by the British Government, 
are at present patiently satisfied with the state of 
things as they are, seeing' that delay is unavoidable. 
Sndly, That an overwhelming; majority, desire the 
Constitution proposed by us, and no other. 8rdly, 
That having- made their wishes known to Her Majesty's 
Government by every means in their power throug;h 
the four elected Members, throug-h yourself and Sir 
Andriea Stockenstrom, as a Deputation, by Memorials, 
Pubhc Meetings, and the Public Press of the Colony, 
nothing- but our insig^nificance as a community can 
cause our prayers to remain unheard and our righ- 
teous demands unanswered. — But such a consideration 
as our weakness, would be so far beneath the noble 
dignity of the British nation, whilst the earnestness of 
the promise of Her MaJ€st3r'B Ministers, dares so little 
to be questioned, that not the slig-ht^t doubt is enter- 
tained, but your mission will be attended with success. 
The low quahfication for Electors cannot but prove 
to the liberal minded men of Eng-land, that no caste 
antipathies have biassed the Colonists or their repre- 
sentatives, and anxiously expecting- yoxir speedy return 
amongst us, with the tidings that the present awfiil 
and uncertain state of this fine Colony has had an end, 

I remain, my dear Sir, your's very truly, 

(Signed) F. W. Reitz.. 
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P.S. — Since writing the above, a Kaffir War has 
a^n broken out. Sir Harry Smith is hemmed in at 
Fort Cox; and, though the S}Tnpathy of the whole 
Colony is with the brave General, he himself is placed 
in a most trying situation, with hardly any troops, and 
no power or law to enable him to call out the militia 
or Burgher force. His is indeed a most difficult 
position. 

However, I have great confidence in the Colonists, 
and if they could once be certain that no vacillating 
plans and frequent changes of measiffes, with each 
change of Govemora, woiild hereafter take place, the 
Colony has the means of crushing the border tribes 
effectually, so as to secure it« own peace and quietness. 
But the question now is, what was the immediate 
cause of the present war, — and if it was the policy 
pursued b)' men (it matters not how able), who were 
not answerable to the Colonists, or who had not their 
consent for what was done, in how far a great, power- 
ful, but highly honourable people like that of Great 
Britain, can with any show of reason tax us for a war 
which we had nothing to do with, for it must be 
recollected that we have no Legislature of our own, as 
yet. Besides if the question of separation had been 
decided, I cannot see by what mode of reasoning the 
inhabitants of this District (Swellendam), or of Cape 
Town, which are as safe from the aggressions of the 
Kaffir as any county in England, should be made to 
bear so disproportionate a share of a foreign war which 
ought in justice to be borne by the whole empire. 

John FairbatrD, Esq., London. 



THE END. 
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ADDENDA. 



The following; addresses were received since the 
papers contained in this volume were printed off. 

WYNBERG. 
Commercial Advertiser. 

Cape Town, March, 1851. 
The following Address to Sir A, Stockenatrom, 
prepared when the news was received of the Maidstone's 
arrival, was presented to that gentleman, on Tuesday 
last, at twelve o'clock, by a deputation consisting of 
Messrs. Eksteen and Cruywagen. The names of the 
subscribers will be recognised aa those of some of the 
most respectable famiHes of the Cape, — the individuals 
themselves as some of the best known of our citizens. 
Mr. Eksteen, who was one of the deputation, is remem- 
bered as the Commandant of the Cape Burghers, in 
the war of 1846,. imder Sir P. Maitland. He accom- 
panied the Kei expedition with Sir A. Stockenstrom, 
in the course of that war. 

fTranslation.] 

• Wynberg, 10th March, 1851. 

To the Honorable Sir A. Stockensteom, Bart. 

Honorable Sib,— We, the undersigned inhabitants 
of the district of Wynberg, desire upon the occasion 
of your departure for England, to wish you a most 
cordial farewell. And as we observe that the nearer 
the moment of your departure approaches, the more 
active the attempts of a certain party are becoming 
Q Dctzsci!,Googlc 



to Btigraatize your estimable character by the foulest 
slander and the rilest insinuations, we consider it.our 
duty and an honour, hereby to give you the most 
unqualified assurance of our undiminished esteem. 
We wish you and your . respected Lady a prosperous 
Toyag-e to Eng-land, and hope that your efforts there, 
for the prosperity of the Colony, may be crowned with 
the most happy results. 

We subscribe ourselves. 
Honorable Sir, 
Your well-wishers, servants, and friends, 
D. G. Eksteen, H. Cruyw^en, Sen., J. W^ Eketeen, 
S. J. Mostert, Sen., A. Zeederbergf, P. van Breda, 
Alex, s., P. H. Truter, H. A. Steyn, 8. van Schoor, 
J. C Cruy wagen, J. ■ A. Mostert, M. van Schoor, P. 
Whitcomb, F. J. Kotze, A. C. Bamj E. 0. Jones, 
J. P. van Renen, And. de Smidt, C. Marais, Ji H. 
Wicht, Vesp. Schonnbei^, V. Schoimberg,- Jun., A-. J. 
Mostert, J; Malan, A. J. Louw, J. N. Hamman, J; A. 
Stegroann, J. A. Munnik, J. W. J. Versfeld, J. P. 
Dreyer, H. 0. Dreyer, J. A. Dreyer^ A. du Toit, H. 
C. Dreyer, A. W. Ijouw, F. van Breda, C. Mostert, 
J. P. Deneys, H. C. D. Mayriier, Dii-fc. C. Cloete, 
G. H. van Breda, D. G. Deneys, J. P. Eksteen, W. 
Wium, P. Eng^ele, Dr. Drossel, A. Brink, C. Blanken- 
berg-, R. C. van Reenen, J. N. Colyn, L. J. Colyn, 
Jonk. J. P. C. Storm van 's Gravesande, C. de Kock, 
G. de Kock. 



[Translation.] 

Wjnberg, 18th March, 185). 

Gentlemen, — I acknowledg^e the receipt of your 
Address with a deep sense of gratitude for the senti- 
ments therein expressed towards me, personally, as 
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m-eUm with reference to the object' of my nuBsion to 
^bg-ltind, and whilst I aasure you of my utmost efforts 
in promoting' the mterests which hare been intrusted 
to me by yourselves, and by the great majority of our 
Fellow-Colonists, I take the fibw^ to impress upon 
your and their minds once more, that the success of 
the deputation sent by the Colony will mainly depend 
upov your firmness and unanimity. 

With reference to a " certain party" and its " foulest 
slander and vilest insinuations," to which you allude, 
I have only to observe that if the public interest were 
not involved in the matter, the whole party would be 
altogether unworthy of your notice. It consiata of 
men whose motives are known ; their fiiry is by no 
means unnatural ; they find themselves at last un- 
jnasked before an intelligent reasonable public, they 
see that they can no longer deceive the Colony, and 
cannot much longer oppress it ; — they therefi)re can- 
not but most cordially hate those who ia any way 
obstruct their despotism, and as it must ever be beyond 
their power justly to fix the least stigma upon me, I 
trust that my friends will treat them with the contempt 
which they receive from me- 

, Your names. Gentlemen, outweigh thousands of 
such parties, and therefore, thanking you once more, 
and committing you and your iamilies to the protection 
of Providence, 

I have the honor to be, your devoted 

obedient Servant and Friend, 
A. Stookbkbtkom. 

D. G. Eesteen, Esq., and the 
other Gentlemen who 
signed the Address. 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



A deputation of the Lutheran Church waited updti 
Sir A. Stockenstfom on Friday, and presented him 
with the address, of which a translation is given 
below. The Baronefs Miswer was g^ten verhally-j 
assuring the gentleinen who appeared on behalf of the 
Church, of the personal respect he entertained for 
them, and of his grateful sense of the farpurable 
wishes they had been so good a& to express regBrdiog 
himself and his family. 



[Tnnslation.] CapeTowD, 2Ut Msrcli, 18S1. 

To Sir Andjbies Stockenstbom, Babt. 

Sir, — The gratifying duty has been committed to 
us by the Board of Churchwardens of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation, of which we have the happi- 
ness of recognising yourself aa a highly respected 
member, to offer you on their behalf the most hearty 
assurance of their wishes for your happiness, — at this 
time that you are about to leave for a short period a 
country in which your abOities, your talents, and your 
well known Christian principles, are held in such 
universal esteem. 

We trust that it may please Providence to give you 
and your respected Lady a prosperous voyage, and 
that He may spare you both in health, and be ever 
your protector and your guide. 

It is our praj'er also, that it may please the 
Almighty speedily to permit your return, in perfect 
happiness to your beloved native land, to your affec- 
tionate family circle, and to the community in which 
you are held in such regard. 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 
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In this prayer, we would aaaare you^ liiat the whole 
oongreg^ation heartily unitea with us. 

May the gracious and merdAil God fulfil these our 
wishes, even beyond our most sanguine hope. 
We have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your servants and brothCTS, 
J. M. Kloek van Stavebew, V.D.M., Minister. 
R. A. Zeedebbebg, ) -en, 
J. A. H. WrcHT, j ^'*^- 
C. H. Ebeliwg, ) r\ 

J. D. Feeislich, j ^«^°^- 



Commission of Deputation. 

Resolved— That in accordance with the desire ex- 
pressed by the resident householders and rate-payers 
of the Municipalities of Cape Town and Green Point, 
at their several meetings held on the Snd and 13th 
instants, and confirmed by the Mimicipalities and 
Rate-payers of the Divisions of Beaufort, Caledon, 
Malmesbury, Uitenhage, Grafi" Remet, Riversdale, 
Worcester, Paarl, Stellenbosch, and George respectively, 
as appears from the documents hereunto annexed ; — 
the Commissioners for the Municipality of the City of 
Cape Town, hereby authorize and appoint for them- 
selvesj as well as for and on behalf of the great, 
influential and respectable majority of the inhabitants 
of this Colony, who have so requested it, Sir A. 
Stockenstrom, Bart., and John Fairbaim, Esq., as a 
deputation, to represent, jointly and severally, to our 
Gracious Sovereig^n, and to the British Farhament and 

D.nt.zedbyGoOglc 



people^ 1^ grievanceB, wantSj and wishes of Her 
Majesty's loyal and faitliiul subjects in t^ settlement^ 
and to cbnfient to, and if need be, to pray her Majesty 
to sanction the following heads of a Constitution fw 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. (Here follow 
the Articles of the Draft Constitution for the Cape of 
Good Hope. See annexed printed copy in the S. A. 
Commercial Advertizer, for October S6). 

Given under the seal of the Municipality of the 
City of Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, this the 
26th day o' October, 1860. 

Hebctjles C. Jarvis, 

OhoATman, 
By Order of the Commisaionerfl, 

P. J, Denntssen, 
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